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MM  EOUSING  LOAN  PROGRAM  OFF  TO  QUICK  START 
First  Checks  Presented  in  Public  Ceremonies 


State  Directors  are  reporting  that  the  farm  housing  loan  program 
has  created  tremendous  new  public  interest  and  understanding  of  FHA's 
work.    Thousands  of  people  are  learning  about  the  agency's  services  . 
for  the  first  time,  particularly  city  people,  businessmen,  civic  groups 

and  officials  of  state  and  local 
  governments. 


Farmers  Home  Takes  Leading  Part 

In  Plant~to-Prosper  Rally 

Speaking  at  the  Memphis  Plant- 
to-Prosper  rally  December  20,  Mr, 
Lasseter  congratulated  the  Commer- 
cial Appeal  and  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce for  sponsoring  their. broad 
program  of  farmers'  awards  over  the 
Mid  south  each  year, 

"Through  this  competition,"  he 
said,  "you  show  your  deep  interest 
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"No  project  is  ever 
complete  until  it  has 
been  reported  back  to 
the  people." 

— Frank  Jeter,  Editor, 
North  Carolina 
Extension  Service 


a  -» -.i  a  a  a  i;- 


in  good  farming  and  also  your  fine 
spirit  of  .cooperation — business 
and  professional  men  teaming  up 
with  agricultural  workers  and  farm 
leaders  to  promote  better  agri- 
culture (cont,,  p.  4) 


This  trend  began  last  spring 
and  summer  as  the  Housi-ng  bill 
was  passed  by  the  Senate  and  then 
by  the  House.    After  the  President 
signed  the  legislation  'July  15, 
national,  state  and  county  offices 
received  a  stream  of  inquiries  on 
the  forthcoming  program  not  only 
from  farmers,  newspapers  and  radio 
stations,  but  from  many  "outside 
people"  who  ordinarily  have  few 
contacts  with  FHA. 

Explanations  of  the  new  law 
naturally  led  to  discussion  of  the 
current  program,  and  m.any  people 
who  inquired  about  loans  for  farm 
houses  gained  at  the  same  time  an 
understanding  of  what  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration  is  and  what  it 
does,  why  farmers  need  credit,  the 
role  of  local  farmer -comm.it tees, 
and  the  importance  of  strengthen- 
ing the  family-type  operator's 
position  in  the  agricultural 
economy. 

At  the  same  time  agency  workers 
were  helping  bi*ing  about  this  add- 
ed understanding,  they  were  accom- 
plishing the  tremendous  task  of 
setting  up  the  program.  Between 
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the  rniddle  of  July  and  the  signing  of  the  supplemental  appropriation  act 
October  14.,.  the  whole  procedure  of  making  the  new  types  of  loans  was 
thoroughly  discussed,  decisions  were  reached,  and  instructions  were  writ- 
ten»    Field  offices  and  the  central  office  cooperated  fully  in  getting 
all  this  done  quickly  but  with  full  attention  to  the  hundreds  of  details 
involved , 

Great  Interest  in  Training  Meetings 

Three  days  after  the  appropriation  act  became  law,  teams  from 
Washington  were  meeting  with  State  Directors  and  staff  members  in  the 
first  of  11  conferences  held  in  Chicago,  Atlanta,  Topeka,  St,  Paul, 
Nashville,  Dallas,  Salt  Lake  City,  Philadelphia,-  Little  Rock,  Denver 
and  Raleigh,    Papers  and  radio  stations  showed  great  interest  in  these 
meetings,  with  the  result  that  public  attention  was  again  drawn  to  the 
new  program.    And  when  the  state  training  meetings  for  supervisors, 
clerks  and  committees  v/ere  held  in  November,  interest  was  again  stimu- 
lated.   County  supervisors 'and  clerks  did — and  are  still  doing — an  out- 
standing job  of  explaining  purposes  of  the  program  and  eligibility  for 
loans. 

By  December  9,  loan-closing  ceremonies  had  been  held  in  Alabama,  ^ 
Minnesota,  Texas  and  Georgia — and  in  each  case  the^  cooperation  of  local 
people  and  organizations  made  the  program  an  outstanding  community  event. 

Local  Groups  Help  Arrange  Scottsboro  Program 

Service  clubs,  veterans'  groups,  businessmen,  church  people, and  high 
school  teachers  gave  Supervisor  Julius  Beard  of  Jackson  county,  Alabama, 
complete  cooperation  in  arranging  the  ceremony  in  Scottsboro  November  17 
when  the  first  loan  was  closed.    Twenty-five  hundred  persons,  including 
about  1,000  veterans,  saw  Administrator  Lasseter  present" the  check  to 
Vaughn  Jones,  26-year-old  disabled  veteran,  and  his  young  wife. 

Senators  Sparkman  and  Hill  and  Representatives  Jones,  Rains  and 
Elliott  took  part  in  the  affair,  and  the  other  Alabama  congressmen  sent 
letters  and  telegrams.    Guests  included  heads  of  the  state  VFW  and  Ameri- 
can Legion,  representatives  of  the  Governor's  office,  circuit  court 
judges,  mayors  of  several  near-by  towns,  and  representatives  of  a  number 
of  Governraent  agencies.    The  Lions  and  Civitan  clubs  sponsored  the  barbe^ 
cue  luncheon  for  200  guests,  served  by  girls  from  the  high  school  home 
economics  department. 

As  the  first  farm  housing  loan-closing  in  the  Nation,  the  Alabama 
affair  was  reported  by  NBC  and  ABC  networks,  AP,  UP  and  INS  press  associ- 
ations, the  New  York  Times,  and  a 'number  of  veterans',  farm  and  trade 
publications  with  national  circulation,.    Alabamans  heard  of  the  ©vent, 
both  before  and  after,,  through  radio  reports  by  all  the  stations  in  the 
state,  and  read  about  it  in  stories  by  reporters  of  the  AP,  six  daily 
papers  and  20  weeklies  who  were  there.    Editorials  appeared  in  papers 
all  over  the  state  commenting  on  the  need  for  the  new  program  and  the 
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success  of  its  forerunner,  the  farm-ownership  program.    The  news  was 
also  carried  over  other  southern  areas  by  the  powerful  radio  station  in 
Nashville,  by  a  newsreel  produced  by  Fox  Movietone,  and  by  farm  magazines. 

Same  Kind  of  Cooperation  Given  in  Minnesota 

In  Sherburne  county,  Minnesota,  Supervisor  Edwin  Iverson  found  the 
same  interest  among  local  people,  the  same  willingness  to  work  with  him 
in  honoring  the  Victor  Bergquist  family,  first  in  the  state  to  obtain  a 
loan.    The  Community  Hall  was  used  for  the  gathering,  the  day  before 
Thanksgiving,    The  Lutheran  pastor  gave  the  invocation,  and  ladies  of 
the  Grange  served  the  luncheon. 

Congressman  Marshall  and  McCarthy  spoke  to  a  capacity  audience  in- 
cluding bankers,  businessmen,  representatives  of  church  groups  both  ' 
Protestant  and  Catholic,  county  agents  from  several  counties,  members  of 
farm  and  labor  organizations,  eight  members  of  the  State  FHA  committee, 
and  several  county  supervisors,  St,  Paul  and  St,  Cloud  newspapers  sent 
reporters,  and  the  Farmers  Union  made  tape  recordings  of  Mr,  Lasseter's 
talk  when  presenting  the  check  and  of  both  Congressmen's  addresses. 

Texas  Broadcast  Financed  by  Lumber  Dealer 

The  Texas  ceremony  two  days  later  resembled  the  others  in  many  re- 
spects.   Supervisor  L.  Dow  Bell  of  Fannin  county  made  careful  preparations, 
sending  invitations  to  all  bisiness  and  civic  interests  of  the  county  and 
many  outside,  to  the  State  Extension  Director  and  his  staff,  and  to  FHA 
supervisors  and  committeem.en  of  the  area.    He  received  excellent  coopera- 
tion from  every  source. 

The  program  was  held  in  the  Windom' high  school  auditorium,  starting 
at  1:4-5.    The  county  judge  gave  the  welcoming  address,  and  musicians 
from  Bonham,  ten  miles  avray,  played  and  sang.    Speaker  Sam  Rayburn,  whose 
home  is  in  Bonham,  presented  the  check  to  Eugene  and  Ida  Winchester,  and 
delivered  the  main  address,    Paul  V,  Maris  of  the  Washington  office  repre- 
sented- the  Administrator „    The  whole  ceremony  was  broadcast  by  a  local 
radio  station — time  paid  for  by  a  local  1-umber  dealer.    Layne  Beaty,  well- 
known  radio  farm  program  director  in  Fort  Worth,  covered  the  event,  and 
the  newspapers  of  Bonham,  Paris  and  Sherm-an  had  staff  members,  present  who 
vnrote  articles  and  took  pictures.    Dallas  papers  gave  the  event  good  cover- 
age, and  almost  all  the  smaller  papers  of  the  state,  daily  and  weekly, 
printed  stories, 

"Me e t-t he - Pr 0 s s "  Session  Held  in  Georgia 

A  "neet-the-press"  period  before  the  ceremony  December  9  in  Morgan 
county,  Georgia,  proved  highly  successful,    Harry  Neal,  supervisor,  ar- 
ranged for  the  borrower,  Hubert  Herndon,  and  his  wife  to  meet  v;ith  press, 
magazine  and  radio  representatives  from  10  to  11  a,m,  in  the  tovm  hall 
at  Madison,    Mr,  Lasseter  and  members  of  Congress  were  thoro  too.  An 
Extension  radio  man  cut  four  platters  during  the  hour,  and  miaterial  for 
a  story  to  be  sent  all  weekly  papers  was  obtained  for  the  Eixtension  editor. 


The  scene  then  shifted  to  the  near-by  town  of  Rutledgo,  Mr, 
Lasseter  presented  the  check  to  Hubert  Herndon,  a  Marine  Corps  veteran, 
during  a  barbecue  luncheon  in  the  high  school  gym  sponsored  by  the 
Madison  Kiwanis  club  and  the  Rutledge  Lions  club.    Presidents  of  the 
two  clubs  welcomed  the  guests,  who  included  many  Georgia  notables, 
Louie  L.  Morris,  chairman  of  the  state  FHA  committee  and  a  well  known 
humorous  speaker,  was  master  of  ceremonies.    Speakers  were  Senator 
Russell,  Representative  Paul  Brown,  Governor  Talmadge,  and  I4r,  Lasseter, 

Other  loan-closing  ceremonies  were  coming  up  for  January  in  several 
states.  Some  supervisors  and  state  directors  were  planning  ceremonies 
generally  like  the  ones  already  held,  but  others  have  found  that  a  differ- 
ent type  of  public  program  will  be  more  appropriate  for  the  locality  and 
more  interesting  to  the  public.  Local  participation  and  careful  advance 
planning  are  the  only  essentials  of  a  good  loan-closing  program—details 
can. be  worked- out  to  suit  the  particular  situation, 

.  -0-  , 

Farmers  Homo^  Takes  Leading  Part  in  Plant-to-Prosper  Rally  (from  p,l) 

over  a  wide  area  ...  We  in  FHA  share  your  purpose  of  helping  families 
farm  better," 

FHA  had  a  leading  part  in  the  rally.    Mr.  Lasseter,  who  was-  intro- 
duced by  State  Director  Stephen  C,  Hughes  of  Missouri,  and  Assistant 
Secretary  Knox  T.  Hutchinson  were  the  speakers  at  the  morning  forum. 
Miss  Lois  Latture,  home  management  specialist  for  Arkansas,  presided  at 
the  luncheon.    And  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Grady  Carpenter  of  Moscow,  Fayette  county, 
Tenn.,  paid-up  FO  borrowers,  received  the  $500  grand  sweepstakes  award  at 
the  evening  dinner,  winning  over  competitors  from  all  over  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  Arkansas  and  Missouri, 

Many  other  farmers  who  have  received  FHA  loans  were  among  the  other 
prize  winners,  including  Jesse  Cox,  war  veteran  of  Maud,  Miss,,  who  took 
first  prize  in  the  landowner  division  for  his  state.  Cox  bought  his  70- 
acre  place  only  a  year  ago  with  an  FO  loan, 

John  D.  Webb,  FHA  supervisor  in  Henderson  county,  Tenn.,  was  a 
member  of  the  agricultural  workers'  group  which  won  the  enrollment  trophy 
for  successful  efforts  to  interest  families  in  the  contest,    James  M, 
Nunnally,  supervisor  in  Fayette  county,  was  one  of  the  local  group  which 
received  a  plaque  because  Fayette  county  produced  the  grand  sweepstakes 
winner,  ,  . 

Among  guests  at  the  speakers'  table  for  the  awards  dinner  were  Mr, 
Lasseter  J  E,  B,  Wliitaker,  field  representative;  State  Directors  Hughes, 
Highfill,  Fatherree  and  Beasleyj  M.  M,  Reed,  state  field  representative 
in  Tennessee;  and  Miss  Latture, 
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Another  Paid~Up  FO  Family  Takes  First  Award 
In  Live-at-Home  Contest  for  Nep:ro  Farmers 

Grand  sweepstakes  winner  of  the  Live-at-Home  contest  for  Negro 
farmers  also  is  a  paid-up  FO  family,  Roy  and  Louise  Cooper  of  Hayti, 
Pemiscot  county,  Mo,  ^ 

Parents  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  in  college,  the 

Coopers  own  a  debt-free  103-acre  farm  they  bought  in  1939.    By  hard  work, 

intelligent  planning  and  wise  use  of  land  and  money,  they  paid  the  FO 
loan  30  years  ahead  of  schedule,  •        *  ' 

Also  sponsored  by  the  Commercial  Appeal  and  Memphis  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, with  Extension  Service  and  FHA  cooperating,  the  Live-at-Home  com- 
petition attracted  61,302  entrants  from  the  four  states  and  was  climaxed 
with  the  awards  rally  in  Memphis  December  8,    A  large  proportion  of  the 
700  families  who  received  county  or  state  awards  were  past  or  present 
FHA  borrowers, 

J,  0.  Martin  of  the  Missouri  state  office,  showed  the  slide  film, 
"End  of  the  Rainbow."    The  Commercial  Appeal's  trophy  for  producing  the 
grand  sweepstakes  champions  was  presented  to  the  agricultural  workers  of 
Pemiscot  county  who  cooperated  in  the  contest,  one  of  whom  was  J,  J, 
Richardson,  FHA  supervisor, 

-0- 

FHA'3  Policy  on  Making  Real  Estate  Loans 
Explained  Through  Land  Appraisal  Clinics 

A  series  of  land  appraisal  clinics  was  held  in  Minnesota  with  the 
cooperation  of  Extension  Service,  county  agents,  SCS,  and  the  University 
Farm.    State  Director  Leo  Brown  says  this  undertaking  was  "one  of  the 
best  pieces  of  public  relations  work  we  have  been  able  to  do  in  some 
time,  because  it  gave  our  technicians  an  opportunity  to  present  to  the 
interested  public  exactly  what  our  philosophy  is  in  regard  to  the 
financing  of  real  estate." 

Fifty  or  60  representatives  of  the  participating  agencies  discussed 
soils,  evaluation  of  farm  buildings  and  estimates  of  the  sales  value  of 
the  farm  itself.    Then  they  were  taken  out  to  the  farm.    Each  one  filled 
in  his  estimates  on  buildings  and  farm  values.    Later  each  turned  in  a 
"report  card"  summarizing  his  recorded  "values,"  then  went  over  the  land 
with  the  soils  specialist  who  pointed  out  the  various  soil  types  found. 

After  lunch  the  group  met  to  discuss  land  values  on  a  long-time 
basis,  long-time  farm  income  and  expenses,  computation  of  the  normal 
long-time  value  of  the  farm,  and  farm  financing  and  purchasing  factors. 
One  by-product  of  the  meetings  was  a  large  number  of  news  stories  tell- 
ing of  the  clinics  and  the  FHA  program. 
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'  LOCAL  NEWS  .ABOUT  FAMILIES '  PROGRESS  » 

,  t 

I  IS  EASILY  DEVELOPED  FROM  FO  MEETINGS  t ■ 

The  chQllongo  of  the  1950  meetings,  of  Farm  Ownership  families  was 
admirably  stated  in  the  FO  Division's  Annual  Message,  sent  to  field 
offices  with  the  procedure  notice  of  December  21.    With  these  ideas 
and  suggestions,  and  the  material  already  in  the  Handbook  of  Illustra- 
tions, county  offices  have  a  complete  recipe  for  successful,  stimulat- 
ing meetings. 

A  borrowers '  meeting,  primarily  a  supervisory 
tool,  also  furnishes  the  supervisor  one  of  the  best 
sources  of  information  he  has  during  the  year  to 
tell  the  public,  in  specific  terms,  just  what  prog- 
ress the  families  are  making,- 

Many  interesting  facts  on  their  increased 
yields  and  higher  incomes — and  the  basic  causes  be- 
hind' their  success— are  sure  to  appear  as  the  indi- 
vidual records  are  analyzed  and  the  message  for  the 
meeting  is  developed. 

For  pointers  on  the  public  relations  values  of  FO  annual  meetings, 
check  back  to  Notes  and  Quotes  issues  of  January  and  December,  194-8. 

-0- 

City  Social  Workers  and  Teachers  Ask 
Many  Questions  About  FHA's  Services 

Women  who  live  in  cities  ask  many  questions  about  FHA  services,  says 
Patsy  Graves,  home  economist  in  the  national  office  and  chairman  of  the 
rural  life  committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Negro  Women.    Miss  Graves 
recently  reported  on  Farmers  Home  activities  at  the  Council's  annual  con- 
vention. 

One  reaction  to  her  interpretation  of  the  FHA  story  was  the  interest 
shown  by  social  workers,  health  workers  and  teachers  .who  come  in  contact 
with  newly  arrived  migrants  from  rural  areas:  to  large  cities. 

A  New  York  social  worker  said-  she  had  long  been  convinced  that  people 
rooted  in  the  soil  never  make  a  comfortable  adjustment  to  city  pavement. 
She  wishes  such  an  agency  as  FHA  were  ten  times  larger  if  it  could  give 
rural  people  the  opportunity  in  their  native  environment  to  have  the  good 
life  they  often  seek  hopelessly  in  cities, 

A  Pittsburgh  welfare  worker  asked  to  be  placed  on  the  rural  life  com- 
mittee because  in  her  work  with  truant  children  of  recently  migrated  par- 
ents she  feels  the  need  of  greater  understanding  of  their  rural  backgrounds. 
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OTHER  AGENCIES  COOPPJRATE  WITH  FHA  IN  PUERTO  RICO 
TO  SOLVE  URGErIT  PR0BLEI4S  OF  RURAL  F.UIILY  LIVING 

Other  agencies  are  cooperating^  to  help  FHA  families  in  Puerto  Rico 
improve  their  living  conditions,  Miss  Sara  Rodriguez,  home  economist  in 
the  San  Juan  office,  told  national  staff  members  during  her  visit  to 
Washington  in  November, 

Because  family  needs  are  so  acute  on  the  island,  Miss  Rodriguez' 
job  of  helping  34.  supervisors  learn  to  aid  borrowers  toward  better  liv- 
ing conditions  is  no  easy  assignment.    Cooperation  of  others  is  essential. 
The  start  to  this  end  was  made  more  than  a  year  ago  when  State  Director 
Clay  Stubbs  invited  representatives  of  agencies  interested  in  rural  fami- 
ly living  to  meet  and  discuss  the  problems, 

Comirdttee  Considers  Family-Living  Problems 

Fifty  leaders  assembled  to  hear  the  family-living  objectives  of  FHA 
explained,  and  to  work  together  in  finding  ways  of  helping  borrowers 
through  the  county  supervisors. 

As  a  result  of  the  meeting,  Mr,  Stubbs,  Miss  Rodriguez  and  Mr, 
Matta-Dueno,  chief  of  program  operations,  became  members  of  an  island- 
wide  coordinating  committee  for  the  Improvement  of  rural  family  living, 
headed  by  the  commissioner  of  agriculture  and  commerce.    This  group  con- 
siders problems  brought  by  field  workers  of  all  agencies — questions  of 
electrification,  fuel  for  cooking,  transportation,  markets,  and  the 
production  and  conservation  of. food  for  home  consumption. 

Housing  Workshop  Being  Started 

Then  several  local  communities  organized  coKimittees  of  the  same  kind, 
and  Miss  Rodriguez  says  they  m.ake  her  v/ork  easier  and  are  of  great  value 
to  borrowers.    For  example,  six  home  economists  are  now  working  with  her 
and  the  supervisor  at  Carolina  on  basic  phases  of  home  improvement.  In 
one  month  alone  two  families  completed  major  projects  in  home  improvement 
and  showed  remarkable  changes  in  outlook  and  homem.aking  practices;  they 
are  now  helping  the  suoervisor  promote  desirable  changes  in  living  condi- 
tions among  other  families, 

A  "housing  workshop"  to  be  started  this  month  in  the  Orocovis  com- 
munity is  another  result.    Eight  FO  families  built  new  houses  and  are 
interested  in  learning  to  decorate  and  furnish  them.    The  Board  of  Voca- 
tional Education  is  considering  the  assignment  to  this  project  of  a  home 
economist  and  a  manual  arts  teacher.    The  hone  demonstration  agent  and 
Extension  specialist  will  assist  with  some  of  the  lessons.    If' this  under- 
taking     proves  successful.  Miss  Rodriguez  believes  it  will  be  an  excell- 
ent method  to  follow  in  promoting  other  phases  of  the  family-living  pro- 
gram with  groups  of  FHA  families. 
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JUDGE  MARVIN  JONES  SPEAKS  TO  HUGE  GATHERING 
OF  TEXAS  F/iiMILIES;     PAID-UP  BORROVJERS  HONORED 

Last  but  not  least  of  the  large  gatherings  of  borrowers  in  194-9  was 
the  meeting  of  3,000  or  more  farmers  and  their  families  October  12  at 
the  Texas  State  Fair  in  Dallas.    Certificates  signifying  final  payments 
on  their  FO  loans  were  presented  to  358  families. 

The  huge  auditorium  was  filled  as  Judge  Marvin  Jones,  co-author  of 
the  farm  tenant  act  bearing  his  name,  reviewed  the  success  of  the  pro- 
gram and  congratulated  both  borrowers  and  the  employees  and  officials 
of  FHA  for  their  work. 

"The  lure  of  a  reward  on  the  part  of  a  man  who 
is  endeavoring  to  pay  out  his  home,  and  the  feeling 
of  self-reliance  which  comes  to  him.  as  he  attains 
this  end,"  he  said,  "does  something  for  a  people  and 
to  a  people  which  I  hope  we  may  not  lose  in  our  ef- 
fort to  have  the  Governm.ent  afford  security  to  all 
its  citizens. 

"It  is  this  self-reliance,  a  strength  and  energy  which  has  builded 
our  country  from  simple  beginnings  to  the  proud  heritage  of  freedom  and 
power.    That  strength  shall  last  as  long  as  our  people  are  self-reliant," 

State  Director  Capploman  presented  Judge  Jones  a  western  hat,  appro- 
priately inscribed,  as  a  token  of  state  FHA  em.ployees'  appreciation  of 
his  efforts  in  behalf  of  tenant  farmers.    A  similar  hat  was  presented 
Ralph  Picard,  assistant  administrator,  to  convey  to  Mr.  Lasseter,  who 
had  planned  to  attend  the  meeting  but  was  unavoidably  detained. 

The  Administrator  later  told  Mr,  Gappleman  he  would  wear  the  hat 
"with  the  pride  of  a  Texan" — and  he  has  worn  it  constantly, 

-0- 

Every  County  Has  Stories  Like 
Those  in  "Planning  That  Pays " 

The  new  illustrated  booklet,   "Planning  That  Pays,"  is  being  dis- 
tributed to  supervisors  and  county  and  state  committeemen  this  month. 
While  it  was  impossible  to  send  supervisors  enough  copies  to  give  all 
the  agricultural  leaders  in. their  neighborhoods,  every  supervisor  knows 
families  in  his  ovm  territory  whoso  stories  match  those  told  in  the 
bool'd.et,  . 

When  a  supervisor  is  called  on  to  explain  the  work  of  FHA,  he  can 
use  the  booklet  as  a  guide  and  give  local  examples  of  families'  farming 
progress,  developed  along  the  same  pattern. 


-0- 
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National  Grange  Urges  Increase  in  JHA  Funds  to  Aid 
Veterans  and  Others;    Favors  Farm  Housing  Loans 

An  increase  in  loan  funds  for  FHA  was  urged  by  the  National  Grange 
in  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  annual  convention  in  Sacramento,  Cal,, 
in  November,    The  resolution  said : 

We  pledge  our  support  for  sound  credit  for  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration  where  such  credit  is  not 
available  elsev/here  for  assisting  capable  fam  youth 
and  tenants  to  become  owners.    We  urge  Congress  to 
appropriate  additional  loan  funds  to  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration  so  it  may  provide  essential  cred- 
it for  subsistence  families  and  war  veterans. 

The  Grange  also  favors  farm  housing  loans.    Another  resolution  was 
passed  as  follows : 

We  favor  financial  assistance  to  farmers  for 
construction  of  housing  on  farms, 

1,  Provided  that  adequate  credit  at  reasona- 
ble interest  is  not  elsewhere  available, 

2,  Provided  the  size  and  type  of  farm  are 
adequate,  or  can  be  arranged  for,  to  justify  the 
loan  and  to  repay  it  with  the  necessary  interest 
in  a  reasonable  period. 

In  its  statement  on  a  sound  farm  program,  the  Grange  listed  the 
objectives  it  seeks  for  agriculture.    Two  of  its  goals  are:     "the  pres- 
ervation and  strengthening  of  the  family-owned  and  operated  farm  unit"; 
and  "a  program  that  will  encourage  farmers  to  attain  farm  ownership." 

-0-  ... 

Radio  Audience  Hears  Assistant  Secretary  Hutchinson 
And  Administrator  Lasseter  Describe  Housinf^  Program 

Farmers  need  a  chance  to  •;^;et  parity  with  city  housing — even  though 
city  housing  is  by  no  means  perfect,  declared  Knox  T,  Hutchinson,  Assis- 
tant Secretary  of  Agriculture,  in  a  broadcast  with  Administrator 
Lasseter  over  the  ABC  network  November  19, 

Mr,  Hutchinson  and  Mr.  Lasseter  emphasized  the  long-standing  need 
for  the  new  program,  and  explained  in  detail  what  it  provides.  Inter- 
viewed by  Dana  Reynolds  of  the  Department's  radio  and  television  service, 
their  discussion  was ' the  Department's  portion  of  the  regular  weekly  pro- 
gram, "The  American  Farmer," 


-0- 
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COOPERATION  GIVEN  FHA  3Y  OTHER  USM  AGENCIES 
EMPHASIZED  IN  ADMINISTRATOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

How  other  agencies  of  the  Department  cooperated  with  FHA  in  helping 
borrowers  improve  their  farming  and  utilize  all  the  agricultural  services 
available  in  their  communities  was  one  of  the  points  emphasized  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Administrator,  published  early  in  January.  "We 
have  received  splendid  cooperation  from  the  other  agencies,"  Mr,  Lasseter 
said  in  his  letter  transmitting  the  report  to  Secretary  Brannan, 

Copies  of  the  report,  entitled  "Farming  for  Profit  and  Greater 
Security,"  were  sent  State  offices,  but  it  was  not  possible  to  print 
enough  copies  for  the  county  offices.    State  offices  will  work  out  their 
own  arrangements  for  circulating  a  few  copies  among  the  counties. 

Highlights  Summarized 

Highlights  of  the  activities  of  the  194-9  fiscal  year  were  summar- 
ized in  the  opening  section  of  the  report  as  follows: 

"Demand  for  Farmers  Home  Administration  credit  continued  to  be  far 
greater  than  could  be  met,  even  with  more  loan  funds  available  than  in 
194-8.    Forty-three  percent  of  the  206,500  applicants  were  veterans, 

"Operating  loans  were  made  to  125,354-  families,  direct  farm,  owner- 
ship loans  were  made  to  2,371,  and  v/ater  facilities  loans  were  made  in 
the  West  to  838  families  end  19  associations, 

"More  now  borrowers  came  into  the  program  than 
in  the  previous  year.    There  was  a  50  percent  in- 
crease in  number  of  farmers  receiving  initial  oper- 
ating loans  for  farming  adjustments,  and  a  4-0  per- 
cent increase  in  the  number  assisted  in  buying,  en- 
larging or  developing  family- type  units, 

'•Methods  of  aiding  borrowers  to  achieve  successful  faming  \;ere 
strengthened,  with  other  agricultural  agencies  cooperating  in  helping 
the  families  improve  their  farming  and  homemaking  practices. 

Large  Proportion  of  Funds  to  Veterans^ 

"Veterans  received  45  percent  of  the  $93,053,951  loaned  for  farm- 
operating  purposes  and  75  percent  of  the  $15,000,000  appropriated  for 
farm-ownership  loans, 

"The  mortgage  insurance  program  expanded  during 
its  first  full  year  of  operation.    Through  this  new 
program  1,181  farmers  obtained  farm  ownership  loans 
totaling  08,116,155  from  private  lenders,  and  the 
Farmers  Hom.e  Administration  guaranteed  the  payments. 
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"Under  special  legislation,  1,100  loans  were  made  to  qualified 
farmers  and  stockmen  in  areas  affected  by  serious  drought,  floods, 
freezes  or  other  disasters, 

"Borrowers '  records  showed  gains  in  income  and  net  worth.  Veterans 
made  rapid  progress  in  adopting  new  farming  methods  and  putting  their 
land  into  efficient  production, 

"For  the  fourth  consecutive  year  'the  amount  paid  on  past  loans  ex- 
ceeded the  amount  advanced  in  new  loans,"  . 

-0- 

"There ' s  Gold  in  Those  Hills, "  Says  Magazine, 
Telling  qf  Transformation  of  Run-Down  Farm 

Another  significant  report  of  assistance  given  the  struggling  ten- 
ant appeared  in  The  Southern  Planter  magazine  recently,  written  by 
P,  M.  Jackson  of  FHA,    The  Carl  Calhouns  of  Pendleton  county,  in  West 
Virginia's  hill  country,  farmed  other  people's  land  for  many  years  and 
were  still  doing  it  as  recently  as  194-2,    Today  they  are  paid-up  owners 
of  one  of  the  county's  show-places — ^and  their  net  worth  is  ten  times  the 
$1,300  assets  listed  on  their  FO  loan  application. 

The  farm'  was  so  run-down  eight  years  ago  that  the  county  committee- 
men hesitated  about  approving  the  loan.    But  Calhoun  convinced  them  he 
could  improve  it  and  operate  it  efficiently. 

He  followed  his  plans  persistently  and  now  has  well  terraced  fields, 
modern  buildings  and  a  complete  line  of  machinery.    By  repairing  and 
painting  the  house  inside  and  out  and  planting  grass  and  trees  he  trans- 
formed a  dilapidated,  unattractive  place  into  a  pleasant  home. 

As  FHA  field  workers  often  observe,  one  man's  success  encourages 
his  neighbors,    k  former  GI  living  near  the  Calhouns  recently  applied 
for  an  insured  FD  loan  to  improve  his  land  and  buildings,    "I  read 
about  Carl  Calhoun  in  a  newspaper,"  he  explained, 

-0- 

Miss  Drinker  Explains  Supervision — Without  Using  the  Word 

Supervisors  who  may  have  missed  seeing  the  article  on  "selling 
nutrition"  to  farm  families,  by  Miss  Gertrude  Drinker  of  the  national 
office,  will  want  to  read  it.    It  appeared  in  the  September  issue  of 
County  Agent  and  Vo-Ag  Teacher  magazine,  which  the  publishers  send 
free  to  all  county  FHA  offices. 

Slanted  to  interest  other  agricultural  workers  in  FHA's  approach  to 
nutrition  and  other  family-living  problems,  the  article  also  has  con- 
siderable interest  for  the  agency's  own  employees.    Miss  Drinker  explains 
just  what  FHA  supervision  really  is — without 'ever  using  the  word. 
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"We  think  the  best  approach  to  family  problems  is  through  individ- 
ual contacts,  through  discussions  which  iron  out  individual  home  prob- 
lems, and  through  planning,"  she  says,    "'Teaching  by  doing «  always 
brings  good  results  when  the  teaching  is  put  on  the  practical  basis  of 
personal-  interest,  personal  convenience,  and  personal  gain  to  the  indi- 
vidual family," 

-0- 

MS  OF  TIffi  HOME  MANAGEMENT  SPECIALISTS 

Miss  Ann  Eva  Russell  of  the^Tennessee  state  staff  and  Miss 
Gertrude  Drinker  of  the  Washington  office  have  been  appointed  on  new 
permanent  committees  of  the  itoierican  Home  Economics  Association,  Miss 
Russell  will  serve  on  the  relations  coimiittee,  Miss  Drinker  on  the  com- 
mittee on  health, 

Ohio  is  a  leading  state  in  the  field  of  safety  education,  and  Mrs. 
Edna  Gaston  of  the  state  office  is  one  of  the  key  members  of  the  state 
safety  committee.    As  part  of  her  duties  she  makes  regular  Saturday, 
broadcasts,  and  often  brings  FHA  families  to  the  microphone  to  tell 
particular  things  they  have  done  to  prevent  farm  and  home  accidents. 

Mrs.  Grace  Brasher  of  this  agency;"  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  Louisiana  State  Home  Economics  Association, 

Though  her  car  skidded  on  the  wet  highway  and  turned  over  more 
than  once.  Miss  HQlen  Niriimo,  home  management  specialist  in  Florida, 
kept  her  appointment  to  speak  to  a  group  of  250  veterans  and  their 
wives.    She  said  a  contributing  factor  to  the  accident  was  "concentra- 
tion on  which  of  the  farm-and-home  planning  slides  to  use,"    She  was 
not  hurt  seriously  and  was  able  to  present  the  FHA  story  to  her 
audience, 

-0- 

•   FROM  STATE  BULLETINS  AND  DIRECTORS'  REPORTS 

ARKANSAS 

Editorial  Praises  FHA — The  Earl  Enterprise  commended  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration  as  one  of  the  so-called  "welfare"  agencies  that  is 
paying  its  way.    The  editorial  reviewed  the  repayment  record  and  said 
that  the  agency  "has  made  depositors  and  clients  for  banks  and  other 
lending  institutions  of  these  same  farmers  who  were  unable  to  get  help 
from  private  institutions  in  the  first .instance, " 

In  this  editor's  opinion,  the  agency's  operations  are  "a  clear 
indication  of  the  innate  honesty,  the  sound  character  and  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  great  mass  of  these  borrowers,  who  were  in  the  lowest  in- 
come brackets  when  thej  obtained  this  Government  help,  and  now  are  making 
their  way  up  the  economic  ladder," 


13 


FLORIDA 

Program  for  Council  Meeting— FHA  employees  put  on  the  program  of  a 
county  USDA  council  meeting  in  Crestview,  Assistant  Supervisor  Richard 
Blackshear  and  Assistant  Clerk  Helen  McCallum  used  a  quest ion-and-answer 
discussion  covering  FHA  activities  with  families,  and  several  USDA  mem- 
bers commented  on  the  outstanding  job  they  did  of  giving  other  agencies 
a  clear  picture  of  agencj'-  methods,  "I  have  known  of.  and  lived  with  the 
FHA  program  for  years,"  one  field  worker  remarked,  "but  this  presenta- 
tion gave  me  a  far  better  knowled-ge  of  the  program  than  I  ever  had  before, 

■   Prize-Winners — Borrowers  in  George  Livingstones  area  claimed  the 
day  in  the  Orlando  Sentinel-Star's  diversified  farming  contest.  One 
family  took  the  $500  second  prize  and  another  received  third  prize  of 
alviminura  jalousies  for  their  new  home.    Borrowers  received  eight  of  the 
38  honorable  mentions, 

IOWA 

•FO  Family  Honored  by  Nebraska  Pager—The  Omaha  World  Herald  honor- 
ed the  Glen  Carleys  of  Pottawatomie  county,  on  the  western  border  of 
Iowa,  for  their  outstanding  soil  conservation  work,    Carley  bought  the 
farm  nine  years  ago  with  an  FO  loan  and  since  194-5  has  changed  it  com- 
pletely. 

On  his  120  acres  he  has  tlxree  miles  of  terraces,  7,500  feet  of 
grassed  waterways.    His  land  is  divided  into  one-third  corn,  one-sixth 
small  grain,  one-half  pasture,  and  this  plan  has  increased  his  forage 
crops  so  much  that  he  handles  12  more  cattle  and  90  more  hogs  than  before, 

Carley  has  been  nominated  for  a  Master  Farmer  award  and  was  elected 
commissioner  of  the  soil  conservation  district,     "His  ihfluence  as  a  com- 
munity leader  is  shown  by  the -fact  that  4-5  close-by  farmers  have  adopted 
conservation  practices,"  observed  the  "Tall  Corn  News,"  state  office 
bulletin. 

Farm  Improvement  Pictures  Shown — Lafe  Young  of  the  state  office 
spoke  at  FO  information  meetings  in  Osage,  Charles  City  and  New  Hampton 
high  schools,  and  showed  the  large  audiences  his  own  pictures  of  farm 
and  livestock  improvement  practices.    He  also  showed  aerial  color  pic- 
tures of  all  50  farms  for  which  he  had  written  FO  loans.    Total  attend- 
ance was  3l6,    GI  training  classes,  who  were  specifically  invited, 
attended  as  groups  and  received  credit  for  class  work.    Other  farmers, 
bankers  and  real  estate  dealers  also  were  present, 

MICHIGAN 

An  Early  Start — Supervisor  Wren  Garber  of  Wexford  and  Missaukee 
counties  knows  it  will  bo  easy  to  work  with  one  particular  farmer  who 
applied  for  a  loan  recently,  Garber  spent  considerable  time  with  the 
family  in  developing  a  plan  and  offered  several  suggestions  that  were 
entirely  foreign  to  what  they  had  been  doing.  Because  he  suggested  some 
drastic  changes  in  their  operations,  he  decided  to  leave  the  plan  for 
further  study  and  approval  before  submitting  the  loan  docket. 


Six  days  later  he  stopped  off  to  pick  up  the  papers  and  answer  any 
questions  the  family  might  have,  and  to  his  surprise  found  the  silo 
filled  and  four  10-acre  strips  worked  upi  and  seeded  to  the  pasture  mix- 
ture recommended  in  the  plan,  .         •   ' 

MINNESOTA  ..  . 

Clergymen  Learn  About  FHA  Services— Supervisors  attended  nine  rural 
seminars  conducted  by  the  National  Lutheran  Council  this  fall,  explaining 
the  FHA  program  briefly  to  groups  of  pastors.    State  Director  Leo  Brown 
attended  one  of  the  meetings  and  was  told  by  Dr.  E.  W,  Mueller,  director 
of  the  council's  rural  church  program,  that  about  270  Lutheran  pastors 
in  Minnesota  are  now  well  informed  about  purposes  and  methods  of  this 
agency  because  of  the  excellent  information  provided  by  supervisors, 

MISSISSIPPI 

Neighborhood  Day — ^Annual  Neighborhood  Training  Day  at  Mileston, 
Holmes  county,  brought  out  practically  all  the  families  in  the  community 
which  formerly  was.  a  resettlement,,  project  and,  having  been  sold,  is  now 
entirely  occupied  by  Negro  families.    Activities  of  the  day  included  sev- 
eral talks  by  well  known  speakers  on  health,  dental  hygiene,  youth  leader- 
ship and  other  subjects  particularly  applicable  to  the  needs  of  the 
community. 

Delta  Country  Has  Many  Borrowers — "Magnolia  State  News",  reports  on 
the  unusual  scope  of .  the  .program  in  Sunflower  county,  in  the  heart  of 
the  Yazoo-Mississippi  Delta; 

"U.  S,  Highway  /i.9W  runs  the  length  of  the  county  and  U,  S.  Highway  82 
runs  the  breadth.    The  first  FO  subdivision  is  near  the  south  line  of  the 
county  and  from  this  point  one  travels  due  north  a  distance  of  52  miles 
before  he  sees  the  last  FO  subdivision.    In  completing  this  trip,  34-6  FO 
farms  are  passed.    It  is  of  particular  interest  to  the  visitor  to  note 
that  one  of  the  subdivisions  is  A  miles  long  and  3  miles  wide,  and  on 
this  subdivision  there  are  156  farms. 

"The  basic  crop  of  course  is  cotton,  but  "there  sire  many  other  sources 
of  income  due  to  increasing  diversification  in  which  dairying  plays  an 
important  part,  .  A  daily  pick-up  for  milk  and  eggs  at  the  door  is  provided 
for  250  FO  farms  in  the  county.    In  addition  to  servicing  34-6  FO  loans, 
the  county  staff  of  two  supervisors  and  two  clerks  service  50  P&S  loans 
made  to  farmers  who  rent  their  land," 

OREGON 

Congressman  En j oys  Tour — Fred  Burgess,  state  committeeman,  arranged  " 
a  tour  of  FHA  farms,  and  among  the  guests  was  Ptcpresentative  Lowell 
Stockman  of  the  second  district,  :  Mr,  Stockman  said  later,  "It  was  £C 
most  illiiminating  tour — something  that  every  member,  of  Congress  should 
get  to  do  more  often,,.    The  Farmers  Home  Administration  is  a  Government 
agency  that  has  really  helped  the  little  fellow," 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Coimminity  Understanding  Important — "The  county  office  is  the  'show 
window'  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,"  stxys  the  state  office  bulle- 
tin, "and  it's  pretty  important  to  show  the  right  kind  of  goods  in  it... 
Most  people  who  know  what  the  FHA  program  is,  and  how  it  operates,  gain 
their  knowledge  through  the  county  offices,  and  through  the  work  done  with 
farm  families  in  their  coirmunities,, « 

"The  supervisor  who  keeps  the  public — the  community— well  informed 
soon  learns  one  thing:    the  purpose  of  Farmers  Home  Administration  news 
items  in  the  papers  or  on  the  radio,  or  calling  attention  to  the  program 
in  other  waj'-s,  is  not  primarily  to  get  'new  business, '  but  to  increase 
the  effectiveness  of  the  work  being  done  by  the  FHA  locally, 

"The  borrower  family  must  have  confidence  in  the  supervisor  and  in 
the  program  of  supervised  credit  in  order  to  respond  satisfactorily  to 
supervision.    If  the  community  in  general,  including  neighbors  and 
friends  in  town,  understands  and  has  confidence  in  the  program,  the 
borrower  family  will  also  have  the  necessary  confidence.    The  reverse 
is  also  true," 

TENNESSEE 

Two  FHA  Floats  in  Parade— A  crowd  of  10,000  to  15,000  people  viewed 
a  sesquicentennial  celebration  parade  in  Kingston  in  which  two  FHA  floats 
were  entered.    One  float  illustrating  "poverty  farming"  had  scenes  of 
poor  farming  practices,  soil  erosion,  antiquated  equipment  and  home 
furnishings  and  a  discouraged  farmer  whittling  in  front  of  an  old  cabin. 

The  other,  depicting  efficient  farpiing  and  good  living  with  FHA  aid, 
had  three  parts;    the  rear  consisted  of  a  miniature  model  farm  layout  and 
samples  of  good  crops;    the  center  showed  a  variety  of  dairy  products 
and  fresh  and  canned  fruit  and  vegetables,  illustrating  "good  eating"; 
and  the  front  featured  a  farmhouse  interior  with  a  real  family  (FO  bor- 
rowers) enjoying  the  living  room  of  a  modest  home.    The  floats,  prepared 
at  no  expense  to  the  Government,  were  praised  in  a  letter  the  Kingston 
mayor  wrote  to  Supervisor  Henry  Wattenbarger, 

Farm  Housing  Telecast — The  farm  housing  program  went  on  television 
for  the  first  time  late  in  October  in  Memphis,  when  Field  Representative 
M«  M,  Reed  and  Supervisor  James  D,  Brooks  of  Shelby  county  were  inter- 
viewed for  18  minutes  by  Walter  Durham  of  the  Commercial  Appeal. 

Reed  and  Brooks  showed  15  slides,  ten  of  poor  dwellings  and  barns 
on  West  Tennessee  farms,  and  the  rest  of  good  housing  on  FO  farms. 
They  first  explained  the  need  for  the  new  ^program  and  explained  the 
types  of  loans,  eligibility,  and  how  to  apply.    Then  turning  to  the 
good  housing  scenes,  they  discussed  housing  goals  in  terms,  of  the  FO 
examples.    After  the  TV  show,.  Durham  made  a  housing  transcription  with 
Reed  to  use  on  Station  WMG, 
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TEXAS   

New  Plan  for  State  Meetings — A  sew  plan  for  discussions  at  meetings 
has  been  adopted.    Supervisors  will  be  divided  into  groups,  each  with 
'  a  chairman,  to  discuss  the  problems  of  the  individual  counties  and  recom- 
mend' a  program  for  the  entire  state.    Specialists  from  Texas  A.  and  M, 
College  and  the  Experiment  Stations  have  been  invited  to  meet  with  the 
committees. 

Ten  permanent  committees  have  been  set  up:    visual  education; 
permanent  pasture;    home  improvement,  garden  and  food  conservation; 
irrigation;    cover  crops,  legumes  and  soil-building;    corn  production; 
dairying;    temporary  pasture;    cotton  production;    and  insect  control. 

Slides  Popular  With  Families — Lamar  county *s  supervisor,  N,  A, 
Cleveland,^  has  about  1,100  slides  of  almost  every  typn  of  farming  activ- 
ity and  says  it's  easy  to  get  attendance  at,  meetings  when  he  wants  to  get 
his  Farmers  Home  people  together ,    All  he  has  to  do  is  let  them  know  be 
has  pictures  to  show,  and  they  are  on  hand.    Families  want  to  see  pic- 
tures in  which  they  have  taken  some  part,    Cleveland  also  has  provided 
himself  with  scripts  on  good  fam  and  home  practices,  thus  dramatizing 
the  program  in  an  interesting  manner, 

"Number  1  Conservation  Farmer" — W,  0,  Dawson,  Abilene,  bought  a 
farm  with  FO  funds  in  1939  and  started  his  better  farming  career  by 
putting  a  conservation  prograra  into  effect  on  the  run-down,  eroded  land. 
He  followed  carefully  the  m.easures  recommended  by  SCS  with  the  result 
that  within  seven  years  he  was  able  to  pay  off  his  debt  completely. 
Another  pay-off  day  came  for  Dawson  recently  in  Fort  Worth  when  he  was 
chosen  "lumber.  1  Conservation  Farmer  in  Texas"— and  received  $500 
given  by  the  Fort  Worth  Press, 

WASHINGTON  . 

Welfare  Workers  Support  FHA — The  Washington  Public  Welfare  Assoc- 
iation adopted  a  resolution  November  26  urging  more  funds  for  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration  "so  that  the  need  of  refinancing  some  of 
our  farmers  who  are  experiencing  serious  difficulties  due  to  a  postwar 
adjustment  in  farm  income  and  some  local  unfavorable  conditions  can  be 
met  without  using  local  Public  Assistance  funds  which  are  already  inade- 
quate and  under  which  rehabilitation  is  impossible," 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Youth  Group  Hears  FHA  Story— This  agency  was  represented  at  the 
National  Youth  Conference  annual  meeting  by  Miss  Jean  Bowers  of  the 
West  Virginia  State  office.    The  theme  of  the  194-9  meeting  was  "Our 
Rural  Heritage — Its  Future?"  and  Miss  Bowers  vras  called  on  to  outline 
FHA's  work,  particularly  farm-and-home  planning  and  guidance.  About 
325  young  people  from  27  states,  Canada,  Sweden  and  Japan  attended  the 
sessions,  held  at  Jacksons  Mill,  W,  Va, 
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SUCCESSFUL  FO  MEETINGS  YIELD  VALUABLE  BY-PRODUCTS 

Checkouts  and  annual  FO  meetings  give  borrowers  the  chance  to  ex- 
amine their  progress  or  lack  of  it,  to  see  their  accoraplishments  and 
mistakes,  and  to  plan  for  this  year's  work  by  using  last  year's  as  a 
guide. 

Checkouts  are  about  finished  and  this  is  the  annual  meeting  season. 
Some  meetings  have  been  held,  others  come  up  soon.    The  wise  supervisor 
will  have  planned  some  point  or  points  to  stress,  depending  on  needs 
and  locality.    He  will  have  pictures  or  color  slides  to  emphasize  his 
points  and  heighten  interest.    He  v;ill  have  re-studied  his  copy  of 
"Annual  Business  and  Educational  Meetings  of  Farm  Ownership  Borrowers" 
(orange  cover),  194-8  revision,  and  will  have  used  other  aids  including 
the  FO  Division's  Annual  Message  sent  with  the  December  21  procedure 
notice. 

His  charts  will  be  well  prepared  and  will  mean  something  to  the 
borrowers.    He  will  have  spent  time  and  effort  getting  up-to-date  in- 
formation on  what  various  families  have  done.    He  will  have  called  on 
county  committeemen  and  others  to  help — and  they'll  know  the  score. 
Fitting  invitations  and  notices  will  have  been  sent  or  given  out.  In 
short,  all  proper  preparations  will  have  been  made,  including  provision 
for  families  to  participate — some,  possibly,  by  exhibiting  products 
from  fields,  gardens  and  kitchens, 

IThile  the  success  of  the  meeting  is  the  principal,  aim  of  careful 
preparations,  yet  the  by-products  are  equally  important.    The  meet- 
ings and  preliminary  work,  and  the  results,  have  a  tremendous  public 
relations  value.    The  supervisor  is  in  fresh  possession  of  a  world  of 
information.    He  will  see  that  community  leaders,  newspapers,  farm 
papers,  veterans'  publications,  radio  stations  and  others  get  this 
news  while  it  is  fresh.    The  meeting  itself  is  news,  with  opportunities 
to  use  names,    V/hat  the  program  has  meant  to  local  agriculture  and  to 
the  community  is  big  news. 


STARTING  WITH  THIS  ISSUE,  NOTES  AND  QUOTES  WILL  BE  ISSUED  WEEKLY  FOR 

STATE  DIRECTORS  AND  THEIR  STAFFS. 


Coiranittee  members  are  well  equipped  to  go  before  county  agricul- 
tural leaders,  civic  clubs  and  farm  gatherings  and  tell  specific  things 
about  the  FHA  program  and  about  the  meetings.    Supervisors  can  see  that 
reports  get  to  post  meetings  of  veterans.    Slides,  charts  and  other  aids 
can  thus  be  used  over  and  over. 

It  boils  down  to  this :    The  annual  FO  borrowers '  meeting,  plus 
planning  and  work,  can  be  one  of  the  county's  important  annual  affairs 
and  can  yield  improved  farming  as  well  as  favorable'  public  reactionj 
or,  if  neglected,  it  can  be  a  fizzle.  -  Howard  Bertsch 

From  State  Directors '  Reports 

The  disaster  loan  program  has  been  so  handled  in  the  counties  of 
Alabama  that  misunderstanding  has  been  avoided  from  the  start.    The  main 
reason  for  this,  Julian  Brown  believes,  was  that  the  supervisors  took 
the  position  of  carrying  the  program  to  the  people,  and  got  everyone  in- 
formed right  at  the  start  as  to  who  was  eligible  and  who  was  not  In 
connection  with  the  first  housing  loan  in  Florida ,  the  state  office  is- 
sued a  mimeographed  statement  of  background  data  on  the  family  and  the 
housing  program  and  sent  it  to  3Q0  key  perspns,  well  in  advance  of  the  - 
ceremony. 

The  first  new  house  built  in  the  housing  program  was  completed  in  . 
Georgia  b^^  January  21,  six  weeks  after  the  loan-closing.    Actual  con- 
struction took  only  15  working  days,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  veter- 
ans' farm  training  class.    The  six-room  home  is  as  modem  as  any  city 
dwelling,  with  pastel  walls,  picture  ir/indow,  electricity,  complete 
bathroom,  gas  floor  furnace,  convenient  pantries  and  two  porches. 

Representative  Wright  Patman  of  Texas  toured  a  portion  of , Harrison 
county  with  county  and  state  FHA  workers,  and  vra.s  highly  complimentary 
of  the  achievements  of  borrowers  .visited         The  final  figures  on  . 
tours 'in  Arkansas  in  1949  show  99  tours  were: held  in  the  75  counties 
with  total  attendance  of  3,733  .,,  State, Director  Worcester  of  -Maine 
has  spoken  to  several  Kiwanis,  Rotary  and.  other  service  clubs  recently. 
,,,  Wisconsin  staff  furnished  material. and  pictures  for  housing  loans  ^ 
article  in  VJisconsin  REA  News, 

All  facilities  of  the  Neigrp  ■  land  grant  college  in  Pine  .Bluff,  ■  ■ 
Arkansas,  were  made  .available  to  the  Farraers  Home  Administration  for 
the  closing,  of  the  nation's  first  housing  loan  to  a  Negro  family  ■  ■'' 

January . 13',    The  college  worked  closely  with  agency  people  in  develdp-  ■ 
inf:  loca^.,  state  and  national  interest  in  ,the  affair,  which  drew  an'^-  ' 
attendance,  of  1,00.0  persons,    Ar^ong  leaders  who.  took  part  vere  the 
college  president,-  the  state  grand  master  of  the  Masonic  order  for 
Louisiana,  and  national  and  state  leaders  of  ciyic,  educational,  busi- 
ness, professional,  religious,  veterans'  and  agricultural  groups.  All 
American  News, ■ a -newsreel  company  in  Chicago,  recorded  the  highlights 
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of  the  ceremony  for  national  distribution.  News  stories  and  pictures 
were  sent  to  about  100  Negro  newspapers  and  to  AP  and  UP.  Both  daily- 
papers  of  Little  Rock  gave  good  coverage  before  and  after  the  event. 

State  staff  members  in  California  discussed  the  water  facilities 
program  with  the  Army  Engineers,  general  program  activities  with  the 
Farm  Bureau,  and  aid  to  veterans  with  the  VA  advisory  committee,  and 
supplied  a  guest  editorial  on  FHA  to  the  Sahta  Rosa  newspaper      ,  In 
Havnii  the  appointment  of  Louis  E,  Heat on  as  chief  of  program  operations 
was  used  as  a  springboard  to  tell  islanders  not  only  of  his  11  years' 
work  with  the  agency  but  to  review  what  the  agency  has  done  to  help 
farmers. 

The  Kansas  state  director  and  FQ  chief  met  with  the  staff  of  the 
state  supervisor  of  vocational  agriculture  to  work  out  a  more  compre- 
hensive program  of  on- farm  training  for  veterans,  and  Mr,  Dodge  used 
the  opportunity  to  explain  housing  loans  also. 

From  State  Bulletins 

County  committeemen  of  Christian  county,  Missouri,  are  applying 
their  ideas  of  good  public  relations  in  a  very  practical  manner.  When 
the  supervisor  tells  them  that  "Mr,  Jones  is  doing  an  exceptionally 
good  job  with  his  farming,"  they  write  the  farmer  a  letter  congratu- 
lating him  on  the  practices  he  is  following— such  as  furnishing  fine 
pasture  to  the  livestock  through  a  well  managed  cropping  system;  plant- 
ing properly  to  have  enough  good  quality/  hay  for  winter  feedj  or  con- 
ducting an  excellent  breeding  program. 

Supervisor  William  J,  Walsh  of  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  held  a 
two-hour  meeting  with  representatives  of  four  leading  lumber  companies 
in  the  city  to  talk  about  the  farm  housing  program.    The  program  was 
explained  to  the  men  and  questions  answered  as  to  who  would  bo  eligi- 
ble for  loans,  what  construction  is  needed,  and  how  much  could  be  done, 
Walsh  said  later,  "I  would  suggest  to  other  supervisors  that  they  ask 
all  the  lumbermen  in  their  counties.    These  men  all  seemed  to  appreci- 
ate the  information  and  thanked  us  for  calling  them  in," 

Representative  Homer  D,  A;iS;cll  of  Oregon  while  on  a  recent  FPIA 
tour  visited  the  farm  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Joseph  V,  Casale,  who  were  vic- 
tims of  the  serious  flood  last  jear  and  have  received  a  disaster  loan. 
They  have  made  excellent  progress,  and  their  home,  which  experienced 
21  feet  of  water,  is  completely  reconditioned. 

Notes  on  the  Washington  Scene 

Administrator  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey — ^Mr,  Lasseter  address- 
ed Pennsylvania  state  committeemen  January  26  and  then  drove  to  Trenton, 
New  Jersey,  where  he  spoke  before  state  committeemen  as  a  part  of  the 
Farmers  Week  celebration.    His  speech  has  been  sent  to  State  Directors 
and  can  be  adapted  by  them  for  their  own  use. 


] 
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•  ^  Last  week  he  stayed  in  Washington  because  of  the  irnpendirig  House 
appropriations 'hearings  which  were  heid  Friday »  .The  Subcoinmittee  ap- 
peared to  fully  understand  the  supervised  credit  needs  of  small  farmers 
and  recognized  the  value  of  FHA  assistance,    February  13. is  the  expected 
date  for  the  Senate  appropriations  hearing.  ,  ; 

Assistance  to  States — Henry  Smith,  went  to  Missouri  to  help.  State 
Director  Hughes  tell  southeast  Missouri  farmers. what  the  FHA  caii  do  to' 
help- them  with  their  problems  -  their"  cotton .  crop  ,  was ;  hit  by  boll -weevil. 
Bob  Van.  Order  Just  got  back  from  helping.  North  Dakota  with  annual  FO  meet- 
ings,   James  Lee  has  been  providing  the  same  service  in  Iowa,  Gertrude 
Drinl^er  is  in  Biloxi,  Mississippi,  this  week  attending  the  annual  meet- 
ing of.  the  Southern  Association  of  Agriculture  Workers,    She  spoke  on 
th.e  -farm,  housing  program  and  what  it  means  in  adult  education.    She  .  will 
go  on  to  Louisiana  and  Tennessee . state  offices,  . 

Cy  Allen  left  Wednesday  for  Nebraska,  Oregon,  Washington  and  Kansas, 
After  helping  Oklahoma  with  an  annual  report,  water  facilities  releases 
and  scripts  and  other  items,  Frances  Fox  moved  on  to  Denver  to  do  more 
of  the  same  for  Colorado.    Negro  leaders  in  the  southwest  wired,  the  Ad- 
ministrator requesting  Herb  Honegan's  presence  at.  their  meeting  in . 
Marshall,  Texas.,    He  discussed  the  farm  housing' program,    Phil  Brown 
went  to  Salisbury,  Md,,  to  help  Marshall , Newton  set  the  stage  for' the 
first  housing  loan  closing,  .  The  Lions  club  sponsored  the  event,  and 
Senator.  Tydings  made  the  main  address,    Baltiipore,  Washington  and  major 
Eastern  Shore  papers  covered  the  meeting, .  also  Eastern  Shore  radio' 
stations. 

Legion  Editor  Interested  in  FHA — Q,,Kelley  and  Harold  .Christie  have 
been  keeping  Bob  Pitkin,'  feature  vrriter  of  the  American  Legion  Magazine, 
posted  on  FHA  aid  to  veterans.    This  week  Pitkin  came  to  Washington, 
interviewed  the  Administrator  and  gathered  material  for  a  feature- 
article.    The  m.agazine  has  3,000,000  readers. 

Film  Policy  Committee  Appointed — Deputy  Administrator  Snyder  ap- 
pointed a  Film  Policy  Committee  -  Stone  Landess,  Harold  Williams  and 
Phil  Brown  -  and'  told  them  to  draft  a  proposal  for  the  Administrator  to 
consider  on  expansion  of  the  colored  slide  program.    They've  b^sen  work- 
in.g  ever  since,  ,       •     .  : 

FHA  'Views  Negro  Newsreel — The  Washington .  of  f ice  last  week  viewed  the 
ceremonies  marking  the  closing  of  the  first . Negro  housing  loan  as  record- 
ed by  All  American  News  and    shown  in  theaters  coast  to  coast. 

Field  Representative'^  in "  town — Next  week  will  be  the  first  time 
the  FR's  have  been  in  town  since  they  changed  their  stations  from 
Washington  to  the  field  and; took  on  a  new  member  -  Andy  Sorensen, 

State  Directors  Coming  Too — Julian  Brown,  Ben  Fatherree,  Tom 
Schmidt,  Fritz  Spencer,  Walter  Duffy,  R,  F,  Kolb  and  C,  A,  Gehrig,.  Ohio's 
newly  appointed  State  Director,  will  be  in  Washington  next  week. 
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ALL  AGENCIES  HELP  BORROWERS  REACH  "BETTOR  ACRES"  GOAL 


ru^~::^Vo?^tfpI^  replaced 
suit  of  combined  efforts  S  aS  tL  a^r?^/,? '^^''^'^  Carolina,  as  the  re- 

these  places,    balanced  farmlii  has  reSac^'S'  t '"^^  0" 

mostly  cotton  raising.            ^  na^  replaced  the  time-vrorn  one-crop  system- 

Tho  sensational  results  are  no  surt^ri-p  +n    q+'.4-  n- 

his  co-workers  in  Farmers  H^rne!  I'^Srtsor  5ota  '^"^'^  ^"^^ 
y^ars  mth  ;  fai,ilJes  in  t.'iP.t  county       hZe^in^t^av*  J  , 

practices,    better  plannin^-,    using  tasinosS^^ikP  ''^^ 

working  closely  v,itJ  th.  fe^illL  !„d  t^Sr  proble::!  '"'"^ 


BACKGROUIJD  OF  GOOD  REUT.TCNSHIPS 

A  roimty  supervisor  is  assured  of  Pood 
public  relations  ^-/hen  the  right  people 
knoiY  about  the  good  job  he  is  do^ne 
ana  v:hon  they  feel  a  personal  intar;;st 
m  that  job.  Good  relations  with 
leaders  and  other  agencies  strengthen 
his  ability  to  see  that  farm  ]:no...-how, 
backed  by  supervised  credit,  pan  be 
had  by  the  right  fai^m  families.  iiet 
result  IS  big-er  and  better  farm  oro- 
duction  and  higher  standards  of  farm 
life. 


Most  items  in  this  issue  of  Notes  and 
Quotes  illustrate  how  sur)erviso-'s. 
State.  D:Lrect or s,  and  others' have  ^wrki 
ed  with  and  developed  good  relatior:s 
y/ith  otiier  agencies  and  groups.  Be- 
hind the  items  in  this  issue  is  a 
background  of  productive  public  rela- 
tions; and  each  item  points,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  eventual  adoption  of 
better  fam  and  home  oractices—  t  he 
real  test  of  the  program. 


Eaison  recognized  the  need  for  com- 
munity backing  to  bolster  the  fami- 
lies in  their  struggle  to  adjust 
their  enterprises  to  balanced  pro- 
duction. The  families  needed  the 
services  of  all  the  agricultural 
agencies.  Faison  helped  the  USDA 
Cou.ncil  set  up  a  "Better  Acres"  con- 
gest to  encourage  all  farmers  to 
make  the  needed  adjustments. 

P'armers    and  businessmen— the  public 
--became  interested.    Each  agency  in 
the    Council    was.  assigned  specific 
jobs  according  to  how  '  .its  .  service 
iitoed  m    with  each  family's  needs, 
ihe^-^  Cornell    selected    a  competing 
iamily-type    farm  from  each  toyjnship 
and  appraised  their  resources— human 
.-^nd  material.      A  farm  and  home  plan 
was  worked    out  with  each    family  to 
^^it    Its    resources    and  to  develop 
oetter  farming.      Contest  rules  dis- 
couraged heavy    spending  and  encour- 
age sound  practical  improvements,  us- 
ing   family    labor    and  stressing 


-  2  - 


better  family  living.    Grade  A  dairy  barns,  planned  pastures j-  good  herds, 
fine  poultry  enterprises,  seeded  and  trimmed  la-;ms,  painted  buildings,  and 
many  other  improvements  changed  the  appearance  of  the  farms. 

As  a  climax  to  the  contest,  the  improvements  were  dramatized  in  exhibits 
at  the  county  fair.    Models  of  farm.s,  along  vj-ith  before  and  after  pictures, 
were  displayed  in  adequate  booth  spaces.    Then,  at  the  fair,  awards  yrcre 
presented  to  the  families. 

The  Council  Td.ll  continue  to  select  new  contest  families  each  year — one 
from  each  ta'>mship.    Net  results  vri.ll  gee  with  Farmers  Home  goals— more 
farms  con^stantly  improving  production  through  better  practices.  Other 
families  g-eo  the  better  practices  demonstrated  by  the  contestants,  and 
the  general  level  of  farm.ing  is  enhanced. 

The  March  issue  of  the  Progressive  Farmer  carries  a  well-illustrated  feature 
oh  this  "Better  Acres"  contest  and  says:    "...all  the  families  in  the  'Better 
Acres'  contest  have  nade  tremendous  improvements.    Hundreds  of  visitors  have 
gone  to  see  what  they  have  done,  and  the  idea  is  spreading  like  wildfire. 
Here's  hoping  there  mil  be  a  real  outbreak  of  'Better  Acres'  contests  and 
similar  improvem.ent  prograiiis — 'V-ith  every  agency  in  each  county  cooperating 
heartily."  '  '  ' 

Such  county--v'/ide  ventures  are  vrorth  developing-.    Farmers  Home  supervisors 
are  in  excellent  position  to  help  start  them.,  '        '  - 

-0- 

NEED  FOR  ADVANCE __PLAMING 

The  February  "Timely  Texas  Topics"  reminds  employees  that  the  "well-planned 
and  arranged  farm  toiur"  is  an  effective  method  of  showing  the-  program  in 
action  and  points  out  that  now-  is  the  time  to  plan  summer  tours-^» 

"Case  files  in  the  unit  offices  shOT?  hmidreds  upon  hundreds  of  farm  families 
Y;ho  are  living  better  because  they  are  farming  better  as  a  result' of  loans 
and  advice  given  by  county  supervisors,"  t'he  article  said.    Then  the  question, 
"T>Tiy  not  let  the  local  cominunity  leaders  see  just  what  is  going  on  as  our 
farm,  families*  carry  out  their  program  of  balanced  farming  the  supervised 
credit  vj-ay?"  -  - 

The  Texas  item  said  progress  has  been  made  in  developing  better  understand- 
ing and  appreciation  of  the  program,'  but  a  still  better  job  can  be  done  if 
supervisors  get  bus3^  now  planning  for  tours  to  be  held  in  the  coming  m.onths, 

-0-  .  • 

HELPING  THE  WILCOX  Fm^R    (An  editorial  in  the  Vaicox  Progressive  Era, 

Camden,  Alabam.a,)' 

'"The  story  by  Ottis  Polk  and  Nettles  Ivey  in  this  week's  Progressive  Era, 
about  how  I'lallie  Jackson  improved  his  farm  and  hi-s  economic  situation  v/ith 
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the  help  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  imd  the  Farff.ers  Home  Administra- 
tion, is  one  you  should  read. 

"It  brings  homo  to  us  the  realization  of  what  a  golden  opportunity  now 
exists  for  any  fai'nier  to  avail  himself  of  the  aid  offered  by  our  agri- 
cultm-al  agoncies  in  Wilcox„    And  we  are  all  dependent  on  the  farmer  here, 
in  this  agricultural  county,  vrtiatever  onr  line  of  business  may  be.  When 
he  prospers,  the  rest  of  us  do;  when  he  has  hard  times,  we  do  also.    It  is 
easy  to  see  that  if  every  farmer  in  Wilcox  improved  his  situation  in  pro- 
portion to  the  improvements  made  by  Mallie  Jackson  since  19/^2,  every  mer- 
chant and  business  in  the  county  would  benefit  in  an  astonishing  measure  

"What  can  the  non-faiTner,' the  businessman  do  to  help  the  farmer  improve  his 
situ.^.tion?    Some  of  the  men  in  the  farm  agencies  have  suggested  that  mer- 
chrnts  and  other  tovmspeople  v/ould  encoura'ge  the  farmer  in  his  improvemoi  t 

programs  by  shovdng  their  interest  in  his  soil  building  plan   And  it 

mil  help  hijn  to  let  him  know  tnat  vre  realize,  in  a  sense,  his  business  is 
0U2'  business,  because  what  he  accomplishes  vdll  effect  the  welfare  of  a]l 
of  us." 

-0- 

Philadelphia  Feature  Writer  Picks  FO  Borrower 
l2  P£?2i  y^'^at  "Veterans  Do  Fay  Back" 

"Veterans  do  pay  back'^  was  the  theme  of  a  feature  story  in  the  Philadelphia 
Inquirer's  Sunday  magazine  section,  and  the  first  story  told  to  prove  the 
point  ms  about  an  FO  borrower.    The  veteran,  Willard  Gilley,  has  success- 
iully  operated  56  acres  ne;ir  Pottstovm,  Pomisylvania,  for  nearly  tv/o  years 
—-chough  he  was  partly  blinded  by  an  exploding  mortar  shell  in  Germany,  and 
had  never  intended  to  become  .a  farmer. 

Gilley  grew  up  on  a  farm  near  Wil].iamsburg,  Virginia,  but  majored  in  busi- 
ness administration  at  VPI .    When  he  left  Valley  Forge  hospital  m  19^7, 
he  knew  a  business  career  was  out  of  the  question,  and  applied  to  FHA  for  a 
loan.  .  " 

The  first  year  was  an  uphill  climb,  but  he  has  remodeled  the  house,  stocked 
the  farm  ^^th  chickens,  and  paid  nearly  $1,000  on  the  $9,500  debt.    At  least 
three  more  years  will  be  needed  to  bring  the  land  to  top  production,  but 
Gilley  IS  following  sound  plans  and  realizes  it  takes  time  to  develop  a 
prosperous  farm  and  a  good  income. 

';i  figure  I'm  lucky,"  he  told  the  Inquirer  reporter.  "The  loan  has  made 
It  possible  for  me  to  stand  on  my  oxm  feet.  When  you're  spent  two  yea^-s 
m  hospital  beds,  that's  a  privilege." 
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REPORTS  FRQA  STATE  DIRECTORS 

ARMS  AS 

The  final  figures  on  toiirs  in  Arkansas  in  1949  show  99  tours  were  held 
in  75  counties  with  total  attendance  of, 35733. 

ILIINQIS 

State  Director  Reuss  calls  attention  to  a  recent  article  in  Illinois 
Farm  Economics  ,  "Are  Illinois  Farmers  Yu'ell  Housed?"    It  concludes:  "Most 
people  are  inclined  to  look  upon  Illinois  as  a  wealthy  state  of  big  farms 
and  well-to-do  farmers.    It  is  somewhat  surprising,  therefore,  to  note  the 
low  average  value  of  farm  dwellings  and  the  small  proportion  which  are 
equipped  with  modern  conveniences.    There  appears  to  be  good  warrant  for  the 
conclusion  that  even  in  the  best  of  agricultural  states  of  the  nation  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  substandard  farm  living," 

INDIANA 

A  statistical  report  on  Farmers  Hom.e  program  status  was  sent  to  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Indiana  Congressional  delegation,'  and  to  all  agricultural  leaders 
and  members  of  the  State  Advisory  Committee,    Copies  go  later  to  each  county 
committee  m.omber, 

miRE  •         .  .      • . 

Business  leaders  at  Hoxvland,  where  a  closed  pulp  mill  has  put  200  out 
of  vroTk  and  indirectly  hurt  4000  other  citisens,  have  asked  Farmers  Home 
people  to  meet  vjith  a  group  of  local  people  ivith  farm  backgrounds  in  the 
hope  that  some  program  can  be  developed  to  help  them  get  into  farm  work# 

MRYLAND 

Insurance  companies  mth  home  offices  in  Maryland  are  now  able  to  make 
insured  farm  mortgage  loans.    Representatives  of  two  of  the  largest  in- 
surance companies  in  the  state,  impressed  by  the  information  furnished  by 
State  Director  Newton  on  the  investment  possibilities  in  the  insured  mort-  • 
gage  program,  requested  the  Legislature  to  make  the  necessary  amendments  to 
the  state  statutes  so  they  could  participate  as  lenders, 

A  better  public  understanding  of  thv^  farm  housing  loan  program  followed 
the  closing  of  the  first  housing  loan  in  Maryland,    The  Lions  Club  sponsored 
the  ceremony.    Senator  Tydings  was  the  principal  speaker.    Press  and  radio 
throughout  the  state  reported  the  event.    Enough  applications  are  on  hand 
to  utilize,  if  approved,  all  available  loan  funds  for  the  fiscal  year, 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

State  Director  J.  B,  Slack  discussed  the  farm  housing  situation  before 
the  Institute  of  Religion  held  by  the  United  Church  of  Raleigh.    He  also  ad- 
dressed the  School  of  Agriculture  seniors  at  State  College, 

I 
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OHIO 

Annual  Farmers  Home  Administration  Garden  program  is  getting  under  way 
with  Extension  people  and  Ohio  State  University  participating.    Other  agencies 
v/ill  take  part  at  local  levels...    Talk  outlines  on  hone  money  management 
and  health  improvement  have  been  sent  out  to  the  county  offices  for  use  in 
local  meetings,. •    County  Supervisors  have  worked  closely  with  SCS  in  es- 
tablishing SCS  Districts,    Applications  to  set  up  districts  have  come  from 
80  of  the  88  counties, 

PUERTO  RICO 

Field  Representatives  and  Supervisors  have  been  speaking  before  various 
groups  on  housing.    Under  Lions  Club  sponsorship,  the  first  housing  loan 
ceremony  was  held  in  January,    Leaders  in  Insular,  Civic  and  Agricultural 
affairs  took  part, 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

State  Director  Kolb  and  members  of  his  staff  have  discussed  the  farm 
housing  program  with  all  county  agents  and  specialists  in  district  meetings, 
including  a  special  meeting  of  Negro  Extension  workers.    He  reports  an  all- 
time  high  in  cooperation  with  other  agencies, 

WST  VIRGINIA 

Unique  circumstances  marked  the  first  farm  housing  loan  closings  in  the 
state,  reports  State  Director  Ellyson,    Four  families  got  loans  at  the  same 
time.    They  gathered  in  the  House  of  Delegates  chambers  in  the  State  Capitol 
to  receive  them.    The  Department  Adjutant  of  the  American  Legion  handed  their 
checks  to  them.    Representative  M,  G,  Burnside  made  the  principal  address. 
Leaders  in  several  other  agencies  took  part, 

-0- 

FHA  AI©  USDA  CI,U3S 

Taking  part  in  USDA  Clubs  is  one  way  of  strengthening  relationships  with 
people  in  other  agencies.    Ten  USDA  Clubs  around  the  country  with  Farmers 
Home  employees  in  official  positions  are: 

L,  H.  Savage,  Vice-President,  Albuquerque  USDA  Club 

Ira  L.  McGehee,  President,.  Alexandria  (La,)  USDA  Club 

Dale  Campbell,  1st  Vice-President,  Dallas  USDA  Club 

Robert  F,  Leonard,  Asst,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Denver  USDA  Club 

Paul  Jackson,  Vice-President,  Fresno  USDA  Club 

Ernest  Frisch,  Vice-President,  Lincoln  USDA  Club 

A,  J,  Moss,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Little  Rock  USDA  Club 

Mrs,  Mabel  D,  Holobaugh,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Memphis  USDA  Club 

Ruth  Huff,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Portland  USDA  Club 

R.  B,  Hardy,  Vice-President,  Richmond  USDA  Club 
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FiUvJLIES  WANT'  NMSIETTERS 

Comity  Supervisor  W,  Vf,  Garber  at  Cadillac,  Michigan,  Tfondered  if  the  bor- 
rower families  and  others  on  his  mailing  list  -wanted  to  continue  to  receive 
a  monthly  newsletter  from  his  office.    Now  he  knows.    He  sent  cards  out  in 
December  asking  about  it.    Forty  answers  have  com.e  back — all  "yes".  Many 
families  added  notesj  and  here  are  some  of  them:    "Good  advice  in  each 
letter,"  "..interesting,  welcomie  any  information  you  have  to  offer e"  "Tips 
on  farming  which  will  help  me",    "Gives  ideas  on  how  to  do  and  what's  good 
to  do,"    "Found  thera  timely  and  3-nspirational,"    An  instructor  in.  Veteran's 
Agricultural  on-the-job  training  program  said,  "Letters  help  to  coordinate 
our  programs," 

HOME  I/lANAGEI\ENT  NOTES 

Wisconsin's  Home  Management  Specialist  lars.  Grace  Barrett  has  been  re- 
presenting Farmers  Home  Adm.inistration  as  a  speaker  and  Yjriter,    When  she 
explained  the  farm,  housing  program  to  the  State  Conference  of  Extension 
Workers,  her  audience  included  the  home  agents  and  specialists  for  Extension, 
the  head  of  the  nutrition  section  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  State 
Supervisor  of  Vocational  and  Rijiral  Home  Economics  Education,  and  the  head 
of  the  Home  Economics  Department  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin,    In  an 
article  for  the  State  Home  Economics  Association  Nevre  Bulletin,  with  circu- 
lation to  all  home  economists  in  the  state,  she  told  of  the  FHA  Hone  Manage- 
ment program. 


State  Home  Economic  Associations  call  on  home  management  specialists 
for  a  variety  of  services.    Opal  O'Briant  edits  the  Missouj*i  Newsletter  and 
Mrs,  Grace  Hansen  represents  FH/\  on  the  Association's  Executive  Council, 
Both  these  Missouri  workers  are  Assistant  Hone  Management  Specialists. 


A  faculty  member  of  Pennsylvania  School  of. Home  Economics  asked  to 
accom.pany  home  mr.nagement  specialist    ¥irs,  Mary  C,  Griffith  on  a  short  field 
trip  to  observe  how  FH/i  works  with  Pennsylvania  farm  families,    Mrs.  Griffith 
was  glad  to  interpret  the  program  to  the  college  vroman  y/ho,  in  turn,  can 
pass  the  information  on  to  her  students. 


Arkansas'  home  management  specialists  Aileen  Shinn  and  Emily  Gray  start- 
ed their  day's  work  early  recently  when  they  broadcast  over  KLPJ.,  Little 
Rock,  at  6:15  a,m.    They  described  minimum  construction  standards  for  homios 
in  the  farm  housing  program. 
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FROM  STATE  BULLE.TIMS 

Ai-lK/u-lSAS  -  Sixteen  current  graduates  of  the  University  of  Arkansas  College 
of  Agriculture  are  going  into  Farmers  Home  assistant  county  supervisor  jobs. 
This  good  record  is  a  pay-off  on  good  relations  State  Director  Highfill  and 
his  staff  have  naintaincd  vdth  the  College. 

HfilAII  -  The  Territorial  Advisory  Committee  met  recently  in  Honolulu  to  re- 
vievr  the  program  in  the  Kav/aiian  Islands.    Discussions  involved  vegetable 
i;iark>jting  probD.ems,  housing  loans,  and  availability  of  land  for  FO  families... 
County  Supervisor  A,  M,  Scott  recently  spent  a  day  on  the  island  of  Kauai 
closing  six  insured  mortgage  loans.    They  averaged  $7? 500,    Funds  are  from 
the  Hawaiian  Farm  Loan  Boai-d  revolving  fund,  handled  by  the  Territorial 
Commissioner  of  Public  Lands. 

ILLINOIS  -  Relationships  with  lending  institutions  have  improved  in  direct 
ratio  to  their  understanding  of  the  insured  mortgage  program.    The  extent  of 
participation  by  large  insurance  companies  is  apparent  vfhen  a  state  director 
can  send  out  a  bulletin,  as  George  Rcuss  did  in  Februai^y,  naming  five  such 
coiupanics  handling  insured  mortgage  loans  "in  the  event  the  applicant  does 
not  have,  a  local  source  of  insured  mortgage  credit," 

in  cm  CAN  -  State  Director  Carr  sent  copies  of  "Planning  That  Pays",  along 
mth  the.  Administrator's  statem.ent  urging  applicants'  pre-acceptance  under- 
standing of  program  policies  to  the  m'embcrs  of  the  State  Advisory  Committee 
in  advance  of  their  scheduled  meeting.    As  a  result,  the  Committee  recom- 
mended specifically  that  nil  supf-rvisors  be  sm^c  borrov/er  families  know  and 
fully  understand  the  policies  involved  in  supervised  credit  before  loans  are 
made, 

MISSOURI  -  County  oommitteemen  of  Christian  county,  Missouri,  are  applying 
their  ideas  of  good  public  relations  in  a  very  practical  r.ianner,    VJhon  1iie 
supervisor  tells  them  that  "iilr.  Jones  is  doing  an  exceptionally  good  job 
with  his  farming,"  they  write  the  farmer  a  letter  congratulating  him  on  the 
practices  he  is  f ollovd.ng — such  as  furnishing  fine  past-'jre  to  the  livestock 
through  a    well  managed  cropping  system;  planting  properly  to  have  enough 
good  quality  hay  for  winter  feed;  or  conducting  an  excellent  breeding  pro- 
gram, 

HEi'J  LiEXICO  -  Television  and  radio  carried  a  recent  round-table  discussion  of 
^he  farm  housing  loan  .program.    Taking  part  avere  State  Director  Glen  Grisham, 
former  committeeman  Herman  Dinkle  and  County  Supervisor  Eduardo  Ramirez, 
The  televised  discussion  vras  transcribed  for  radio  broadcast  the  following 
day  on  KOB,  -Albuquerque, 

NORTH  CAROIJNA  -  FO  borrower  Earl' Covington,  Anson  county,  is  the  first  North 
Carolina  Negro  to  receive  a  Forestry  Award,    "Tree  Farm"  award  requirements 
include  satisfactory  management  of  vroodlarid  according  to  forestry  practices 
and  protection  of  vioodland  from  fires. 
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W^ri^S^'f'?^''!  r""^'^  D    Angell  of  Oregon  ^hile  on  a  recent  FlIA 
tour  ^isioed  tne  farm  of  kr.  and  Mrs.  Jos'eph  V,  Casale,  who  .^ere  vtctins  of 

naH/p""i\'  ^"'"^  ^^'^^^^^^^      di^-'^^^r  lo^n.    Thoy t^e 

made  excellent  progress,  and  their  Home,  ..hich  experienced  21  feet  of  ^^ater 
IS  compleLGly  reconditioned.  ^a&er, 

SOUTH  D_AK01;A  -  Supervisor  Wmiar.  J.  Walsh  of  Mitchell,  South  Dakota,  held  a 

city  to  talk  ab.ut  the  farm  housing  program.  The  program  was  explained  to 
ohe  men  and  questions  ansvrered  as  to  y/ho  would  be  eli^jble  for  Iopps  ^.h-t 
construction  is  needed,  and  hm  much  could  be  done.  Walsh  said  lat'r  "f 
would_ suggest  to  other  super^/isors  that  they  ask  all  the  lumbermen  In'the-^r 

::^:r^:aiii::r:hr.:^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^^  ^^--^^^^^  -^-^^ 

MAS      Commenting  on  Representative  Wright  Patman's  recent  tour  of  a  portion 
of  Harrison  county,  the  state  newsletter  Timely  Texas  Topics  saidj    "l?'Is  a 
good  sign  when  the  representatives  of  the  people  get  on  the  hdghways  and 
byways  and  observe  things  at  the  grass  roots.    Fruits  of  agencies  (he^  s- 
tablish  are  entitled  to  inspection  by  the  sponsor.    By  30  Soing  they  find  out 
what  IS  going  on  under  the  program  they  heljied  put  into  being." 

raSCOMSIN^-  Advising  ^county  supervisors  to  work  with  other  agencies  in  the 
current  ^^isconsiji  -asture  impr-ovem.ent  campaign,  a  state  office  bulletin  ^ets 
specific_and  lists  five  slide  films  available  at  the  state  office  and^4 
motion  picture  films  that  may  be  obtained  at  tiie -University  of  Wisconsin, 
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SUPERIOR  SERVICE  AWARD  WINNERS  VISIT  NATIONAL  OFFICE 


Six  county  supervisors,  a  state  home  econaaist,  a  personnel  clerk  and  two  clerk- 
stenographers  were  among  the  FHA  employees  selected  to  receive  Superior  Service 
Awards  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  during  ceremonies  held  May  25.  They 
were  Oliver  R.  Brown,  supervisor,  Decatur,  Texas?    Cecil  V.  Cummins,  supervisor, 

    ■   _  Batesville,  Mississippi; 

THE  DEPARTI4ENr 
AWARD  PROGRAM 


AWARD  WINNERS 


Thomas  J. 
supervisor, 
Louisiana? 


The  following  sketches 
indicate  why  the  Depart- 
ment selected  these  out- 
standing Farmers  Home  Ad- 
ministration employees 
for  Superior  Service 
Awards ; 


Oliver  R. 


Decatur,  Texas 


Brown  Brown  was 
recommend- 
ed for  a 
service  award 
service 


superior 
"for  outstanding 
with  PL  borrowers  the  re- 
sults of  which  contribut- 
ed in  a  major  way  in  con- 
verting a  worn-out,  erod- 
ed agricultural  county  to 
one  of  the  most  progress- 
ive dairy  counties  in  the 
State." 

Mr,  Brown  is  considered 
outstanding  among  super- 
visors in  Texas  for  his 
ability  to  analyze  the 
needs  of  borrower  fami- 
lies, and  to  encourage 
(CONT.  ON  PAGE  5) 


The  Department  award 
program  was  established 
under  authority  contained 
in  Public  Law  600,  approv- 
ed Aug.  2,  1946,  to  pro- 
vide a  means  of  honorary 
recognition  for  exception- 
al or  meritorious  contrib- 
ution of  employees  to  ef- 
ficient and  constructive 
public  service;  and  to  en- 
courage, through  a  system 
of  cash  awards,  the  sub- 
mission of  employee  sug- 
gestions which  will  result 
in  improvements  or  economy 
in  the  operations  or  ser- 
vices of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture , 

(CONT.  ON  PAGE  3) 
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Dewey,  Jr., 
New  Roads, 
Miss  Rose  J. 
Feducia,  clerk-stenogra- 
pher ,  Shr  eveport ,  La . | 
LaVern  A.  Hens on,  clerk- 
stenographer,  Beaver, 
Oklahoma;  Marion  V. 

Hester,  Home  Economist, 
Topcka,  Kansas;  Gene  L. 
Hoffman,  supervisor, 
Centerville,  Iowa;  Vera 
C.  Marshall,  Personnel 
Clerk,  Des  Moines,  Iowa; 
Herbert  K.  Payne,  super- 
visor, Anniston,  Alabama; 
and  Jewell  J.  Richardson, 
supervisor,  Caruthers- 
ville,  Missouri, 

As  part  of  their  award, 
the  ten  winners  and  their 
families  spent  four  days 
in  Washington  as  guests 
of  the  National  office. 
Their  trip  to  Washington 
included,  among  other 
things,  trips  to  Mount 
Vernon,  the  Capitol,  and 
Beltsville,  The  complete 
program-  is  shown  on  page 
two,  ■ 


PROGRAM 


Monday.  May  22  ^        ,  „     .  4.  4. 

10«00  a.m.  -  Arrive  at  Administrator's  office  -  Visit  with  Deputy  and  Assistant 
Administrators  -  Group  picture  -  Introduction  to  Division  Chiefs 

llsOO  -  Meet  in  Conference  Room  - 

(a)  General  Orientation  to  Washington  and  the  FHA 
National  Office 

(b)  Outline  of  planned  activities  for  visit 

(c)  Personal  plans  which  need  to  be  considered 

12;30  noon  -  Lunch  -  Informal,  with  Honor  Award  Committee  members  and  Division 
Chiefs  -  Department  Cafeterias 


ls30  p.m.    -  Meet  in  Conference  Room  - 

(a)  Completion  of  arrangements  for  remainder  of  week 

(b)  Visit  FHA  offices  and  personnel 

5:30~7s30    -  Free  Time 

7s30  (a)  Group  dinner 

(b)  Night  tour  of  city  by  private  car 


Tuesday.  May  23  _  _  , 

8;00  a.m.       Specially  arranged  conducted  tour  of  the  Agricultural  Research 
Center  at  Beltsville 

(a)  Start  at  hotel  at  SsOO  a.m. 

(b)  Lunch  at  Beltsville 

(c)  Slides,  lectures,  demonstrations  and  tours  of  selected 
projects ; 

1.  Dairy  herd  improvements 

2.  Predicting  milk-producing  potential  in  calves 

3.  Harvesting  and  preserving  forage  investigations 

4.  Tour  of  Home  Economics  Building  and  selected 

demonstrations 

5.  Poultry  and  Eggs  -  production  and  quality 

6.  Progress  in  hog  improvement 

4s00  p.m.    -  Return  to  Hotel 

Evening       -  Free  Time  ,         ^  .      4.x  ^ 

(The  men  of  the  Superior  Service  Award  Group  are  invited  to  attend 
the  regular  dinner  meeting  of  the  Potomac  Toastmasters  Club  - 
6sl5  p.m.  at  Club  400,  U23  F.  Street,  NW.) 


Wednesday.  May  24 

9;00  a.m.    -  Meet  in  Conference  Room  - 

9s00-12;00  -  Plans  to  be  arranged  to  meet  wishes  of  group  as  to 

(a)  Tour  of  Department 

(b)  Individual  conferences  as  desired,  or 

(c)  Visits  to  nearby  Government  buildings 


12;00-ls00  p.m.  -  Lunch 
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Is00-5s00    -  Educational  tour  -  Capitol,  Supreme  Court  Building  and 

Congressional  Library- 
Evening       -  Free  time  (Boat  ride,  shows,  concerts) 
Thursday,  May  25 

9;00  a.m.    -  Meet  in  Conference  Room 

lOsOO  -  Department  Ceremony  -  Sylvan  Theatre,  Washington  Monument 

Grounds.    Address  by  Vice  President  Alban  W.  Barkleyi  awards 
presented  by  Secretary  Chai'les  F.  Brannan 

12s30-2s00  -  Lunch  (Special  luncheons  honoring  Miss  Hester,  Miss  Feducia, 
Mrs,  Henson  and  Mrs.  Marshall) 

2s00  p.m.    -  Meet  in  Conference  Room  - 

(a)  Visit  FHA  offices  and  pers-onnel  as  desired 

(b)  Arrange  any  revision  necessaiy  of  return  travel 
reservations 

(c)  Adjourn 

THE  DEPARTMENT  AWARD  PROGRAM  (Continued  from  page  one) 

TYPES  OF  AWARDS;    Three  types  of  honor  awards  will  be  bestowed; 

a,  Distinguished  Service  Award  -  Employees  whose  achievements  qualify  for 
the  Distinguished  Service  Award  will  be  presented  with  a  gold  medal,  a 
certificate,  and  a  gold  lapel  emblem, 

b,  Superior  Service  Award  -  Employees  whose  achievements  qualify  for  the 
Superior  Service  Award  will  be  presented  with  a  silver  medal,  a  certifi- 
cate, and  a  silver  lapel  emblem, 

c,  Length-of -Service  Award  -  Ten  or  more  years  of  service  with  the  Depart- 
ment is  deemed  to  be  meritorious  service  worthy  of  recognition  by  award 
of  an  appropriate  length~of-service  emblem.    The  Length-of -Service  Award 
will  consist  of  a  miniature  shield  and  a  certificate.    The  emblem  will 
have  an  enamel  panel  of  green  for  10  years  of  service,  white  for  20;,  ' 

.  red  for  30,  blue  for  40,  and  gold  for  50, 

QUALXFICATIONS  s    Any  person  shall  be  eligible  for  an  award  for  services  rendered 
while  employed  by  the  Departm-ont,    Any  employee  will  be  eligible  for  considera- 
tion for  the  Distinguished  Service  Av/ard  whose  achievement  constitutes  a  notably 
outstanding  contribution  to  agriculture  and  to  the  public  service.    The  follow- 
ing illustrative  examples  will  serve 'as  a  general  guides  ^  .i.  . 

a.  Outstanding  service  to  agriculture  and  rural  life 

b.  Major  contribution  to  science 

c.  Outstanding  skill  in  public  administration 

d.  Distinguished  authorship 

e.  Notably  creative  service 

f.  Heroic  action  .  . 


Any  employee  will  be  eligible  for  consideration  for  the  Superior  Service  Award 
as  a  result  of  service  of  unusual  value  beyond  that  orditidfily.  required.  The 
Superior  Service  Award  will  be  presented  for  meritorious  >pi3rf ormance  such  as 
illustrated  belows 


a.  Valuable  contribution  to  science 

b.  Effective  public  administration 

c.  Meritorious  authorship 

d.  Unusual  courage  or  competence  in  an  emergency 

e.  Meritorious  service  of  a  creative  nature 

f.  Meritorious  execution  of  duties,  establishing  an  exemplary 
record 

g.  Initiation  of  auggostidns  or  work  methods  resulting  in  important 
savings  in  money,  time,  materials,  personnel,  or  equipment 

h.  Achievement  in  improving  the  morale  of  employees  with  conse- 
quent improvement  in  work  performance. 


Each  employee  v;ho  has  completed  10  years  of  service  or  more  in  the  Department 
may  be  recognized  by  a  Length-of -Service  Award  after  completion  of  his  tenth 
year  and  at  10-year  intervals  thereafter.    Service  will  be  computed  on  a  net 
basis, 

AWARD  BOARDS ;    A  Board  of  Distinguished  Service  Awards  is  appointed  annually 
by  the  Secretary,    It  consists  of  three  distinguished  private  citizens  and 
three  employees  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.    The  Board  recommends  to  the 
Secretary  those  persons  that  should  receive  Distinguished  Service  awards, 

A  Board  of  Superior  Service  Awards  is  appointed  annually  by. the  Secretary.  It 
consiats  of  seven  Employees  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,    The  Board  recom- 
mends to  the  Secretary  those  persons  and  units  that  should  receive  Superior 
Service  Awards, 

The  Director  of  Personnel  determines  the  eligibility  of  persons  recommended  for 
Length-of  Service  Awards, 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  AWARD;    Each  agency  head  appoints  a  nominating  committee  to 
make  recommendations  to  him.    He  submits  to  the  Director  of  Personnel  on 
February  15  of  each  year,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  Secretary  may  desig- 
nate, recommendations  for  awards  to  his  onployees.    Nominations  for  Length-of- 
Service  Awards  must  be  submitted  on  or  before  April  1,    Any  employee  may  recom- 
mend nomination  of  an  employee  to  the  agency  head, 

PRESENTATION;    Presentation  of  awards  will  be  made  with  appropriate  ceremony 
on  the  15th  of  May  each  year  (the  date  when  Agriculture  was  established  as  an 
independent  bureau  in  1862)  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  Secretary  may  desig- 
nate.   Distinguished  Ser\'iGe  Awards  will  bo  presented  by  the  Secretary,  Super- 
ior Service  and  Length-of -Service  Awards  will  be  presented  by  the  Secretary  or 
by  the  respective  heads  of  agencies  of  the  Department, 

OFFICIAL  RECORDS ;    A  photostat  copy  of  the  certificate  awarded  to  individuals 
for  Distinguished  Service  or  Superior  Service  shall  be  placed  in  the  employee's 
official  personnel  folder. 


Length-of -Service  awards  this  year  will  go  to  375  FE/l  employees,  of  whom  362  ^ 
are  in  field  offices.    Ceremonies  are  planned  in  most  states  to  honor  these 
award  winners.    Of  those  receiving  certificates  and  bronze  pins  for  10  or  more 
years  service  to  the  Department,  363  will  receive  the  green  10-year  pin,  9 
the  vhite  20-year  pin,  and  3  the  red  30-year  pin, 

AWARD  WINNERS  (Continued  from  page  one) 

In  fifteen  years  as  a  supervisor  in  Wise  County,  Texas,  Brown  has  built  a  cash- 
crop  farming  system  into  a  dairying  program  which  has  developed  60  Grade-A 
dairymeni  added  eight  new  milk  purchasing  firms  to  those  who  buy  from  Wise 
County  farmers  I  built  up  the  butter-fat  production  on  borrower  farms  from  an 
average  of  I56  pounds  to  252  pounds  per  cow|  organized  the  "Jersey  Club"  and 
through  it  obtained  the  services  of  a  veterinarian  when  none  were  available  in 
the  county?  and  taught  soil  conservation  and  soil  rebuilding  as  part  of  his 
pasture  program, 
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Cecil  V.  Cummins         Cummins  was  selected  to  receive  the  superior  service  award 
Batesville,  Miss,       for  "outstanding  performance  and  achievement  in  assisting 

borrowers  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  to  plan  and 
carry  out  improved  farming  methods  and  business  practices  which  have  materially 
improved  their  standards  of  living." 

Cummins,  county  supervisor  for  Panola  County,  Mississippi,  since  1941-  (except 
for       years  of  military  service)  has  helped  3A  farm  ownership  borrowers  and  55 
operating  loan  borrowers  to  change  over  from  a  non-productive  cotton  farming  to 
a  highly  profitable  and  soil-rebuilding  livestock  program.    They  have  SCS  plans 
in  operation  on  their  farms,  have  established  permanent  pastures,  winter  graz- 
ing and  good  drainage  programs.    The  number  of  dairy-cows  per  farm  among  this 
group  has  increased  from  2  to  9  since  194-6,    By  pooling  labor  and  funds,  five 
of  the  borrowers  have  been  able  to  eliminate  flood  hazards  by  construction  of 
a  drainage  ditch  and  levee.    All  construction  on  31  of  the  34-  farms  has  been 
completed,  and  the  remaining  three  will  complete  construction  this  year, 
Among  the  55  OL  borrowers  he  has  helped  12  change  over  completely  from  cotton 
to  livestock  programs,  while  the  remaining  43  have  new  supplemental  income 
from  cattle  or  hogs. 

His  collection  record  has  been  especially  outstanding,  and  today  only  6,8  per- 
cent of  his  borrowers  are  in  arrears,  one  of  the  four  best  records  in  the  state. 

Thomas  J.  Dewey  Mr,  Dewey  obtained  his  superior  service  award  for  "out- 

New  Roads,  La,  standing  ability  and  performance  and  progressive  leader- 

ship and  guidance  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  program 
under  his  supervision," 

After  six  months  as  an  assistant  county  supervisor  in  194-1,  Mr,  Dewey  has  served 
continuously  as  county  supervisor  except  for  a  period  of  4-  years  spent  in  mili- 
tary service.    In  his  four  years  as  county  supervisor  he  has  built  up  a  follow- 
ing in  the  county  which  has  had  a  notable  effect  on  the  agriculture  of  the 


entire  area.      He  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  who  brought;  a'  successful  soil 
conservation  program  to  the  county,  and  most  of  his  bor rowers /have  benefitted 
by  this  service.    As  chairman  of  the  USDA  Council  he  has  enlisted  the  support 
of  all  other  agencies  in  this  and  similar  programs.    He  serves  on  committees 
for  the  parish  fair,  and  acts  as  judge  for  the  junior  shows.    He  was  responsi- 
ble for  the  making  of  the  first  insured  mortgage  loan  in  vAiich  a  farm  owner 
financed  the  mortgage.    He  has  been  especially  active  in  obtaining  mechanized 
equipment  for  farmers  who  needed  it  but  had  never  previously  used  tractors  or 
similar  tools.    Since  1948  he  has  made  79  tractor  loans.    On  collections,  Mr, 
Dewey's  record  has  been  outstanding,  and  under  his  supervision,  326  borrowers 
have  repaid  their  loans  in  full. 

Rose  J.  Feducia  Miss  Feducia • s ,  award  was  made  "for  demonstrating  outstand- 

Shreveport,  La,  ing  efficiency  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  Parish 

office  during  a  succession  of  supervisors  and  in  interim 
periods  of  supervisory  vacancies j  for  exceptional  ability  in  assisting  new  or 
acting  supervisors!  for  unusual  success  in  devising  ways  and  means  for  getting 
payment  on  delinquent  accounts;  and  for  helping  gain  favorable  public  acceptance 
of  the  program  in  Caddo  Parish," 

Beginning  as  an  assistant  clerk  in  1937,  Miss  Feducia  has  served  under  20  dif- 
ferent supervisors,  often  with  intervals  of  as  much  as  three  months  without 
any  supervisory  personnel  in  the  office.    In  one  such  period  she  made  79  loans, 
of  which  77  were  paid  on  schedule  and  the  remaining  2  collected  in  full  after 
a  short  delinquency. 

She  has  been  instrumental  in  initiating  many  successful  methods  of  collection 
including  the  mailing  of  1,306  letters  during  a  90-day  period.  Collection 
figures  for  this  period  increased  267  percent  over  the  same  period  prior  to 
use  of  her  letter- statement, 

LaVern  A,  Henson        Mrs.  Henson's  award  was  made  "for  exemplifying  the  highest 
Beaver,  Oklahoma         tradition  of  a  public  servant  in  her  assumption  of  respon- 
sibility and  devotion  to  duty  over  a  period  of  years;  for 
demonstrating  outstanding  ability  and  initiative;  for  conscientious  effort  and 
the  exercise  of  good  judgement  and  tact  in  dealing  with  others  so  as  to  gain 
their  respect  and  confidence", 

Mrs,  Henson,  a  county  office  clerk  in  Beaver,  Oklahoma,  since  1935,  has  worked 
under  13  different  supervisors.    For  several  months  during  the  war  she  was  the 
only  person  in  the  office  but  the  agency's  work  went  ahead  without  stoppage. 
At  the  present  time  one  supervisor  serves  Beaver  and  two  additional  counties, 
and  spends  only  one  day  per  v;eek  in  the  Beaver  office.    Mrs,  Henson  ably  handles 
the  work  there  during  the  remainder  of  the  week. 

Marion  V.  Hester  Miss  Hester's  award  was  won  for  "outstanding  leadership 
Topeka,  Kansas  in  improving  the  living  and  health  of  Kansas  families." 

A  graduate  in  Home  Economics  from  the  University  of  Kansas 
in  1928,  Miss  Hester  served  as  an  instructor  in  the  Kansas  schools  before  com- 
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ing  to  FHA  in  1936  as  county  HM  supervisor  at  Liberal,  Kansas.    Later  serving 
as  a  district  home  economist  and  a  county  supervisor  working  with  both  men  and 
women,  she  has  been  state  home  economist  since  194-6, 

In  professional  circles,  she  is  recognized  as  outstanding  for  her  ability  and 
ingenuity  in  developing  practical  methods  of  training.    This  was  proven  parti-, 
cularly  useful  in  training  county  supervisors  to  solve  the  home  needs  of  bor- 
rower families.    As  part  of  her  work  she  has  developed  a  Planning  Guide  which 
is  used  by  supervisors  throughout  the  state  in  discussing  family  adjustm.ents 
with  borrowers.    Copies  of  the  Guide  have  been  requested  by  other  agencies  to 
use  as  a  pattern  in  their  own  work,  and  by  Kansas  University  and  Kansas  State 
Teacher's  College  Home  Economics  Division,    The  Hone  Economist  of  the  State 
Public  Welfare  Department  also  uses  it.    A  write-up  of  Miss  Hester  and  her 
planning  guide  uas  carried  in  the  January,  1950  issue  of  the  Journal  of  Home 
Economics. 

Gene  L.  Hoffman  Mr.  Hoffman  was  made  a  superior  service  award  "for  out- 

Centejrville,  Iowa       standing  livestock  and  pasture  improvement  programs  he 

has  launched  among  low  income  farmers  in  the  counties  he 
serves,  as  a  result  of  which  these  families  now  have  outstanding  herds,  ade- 
quate pastures  to  support  the  livestock,  and  are  materially  increasing  their 
farm  income," 

A  graduate  of  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames  in  1938,  Mr.  Hoffman  has  been  with 
the  FHA  since  that  date  except  for  two  years  as  an  officer  in  the  Navy  during 
World  War  II.    Prior  to  his  military  service  he  spent  some  time  as  administra- 
tive officer  in  the  Iowa  State  and  the  Indianapolis  regional  office,  but  since 
194-6  has  been  permanently  located  in  Centerville. 

His  accomplishments  include  making  828  farm  operating  loans  and  21  farm,  ownert- 
ship  loans  in  a  county  where  prohibitive  high  land  prices  made  the  FO  program 
almost  inoperative.    He  has  helped  borrowers  to  obtain  4-3  pu.rebred  dairy  bulls, 
1,350  purebred  or  high  grade  dairy  cox-zs,  heifers  and  calves,  and  almost  1,000 
purebred  hogsj  assisted  non-borrowers  to  obtain  20  purebred  dairy  bulls  and 
2/i.O  heifers.    As  chairman  for  the  dairy  committee  for  improvement  of  Appanoose 
County  he  has  conducted  9  dairy  meetings  attended  by  farmers  from  throughout 
the  county  during  the  past  2  years.    He  serves  as  general  chairman  of  the 
Jersey  Parish  show  held  annually  in  Centerville j  has  been  a  leader  in  SCS  work 
in  the  county,  and  is  active  in  organizing  county  plowing  contests  and  Farm 
Field  days.    He  has  personally  organised  two  SCS  districts  and  helped  lay  out 
contours  or  plan  gully  control  work  on  61  farms,  established  grass  waterways 
on  30  others,  terraced  8.    Over  14-0  borrowers  are  now  using  iraproved  varieties 
of  Brome,  lespedeza  small  grains  or  legumes  because  of  his  efforts.    He  helped 
organize  and  taught  the  first  veterans  on- farm-training  program  in  the  county„ 

Vera  C.  Marshall         Mrs.  Marshall  received  her  award  "for  consistent  service 
Des  Moines,  Iowa         over  a  period  of  fourteen  years  that  has  been  of  an  exceed- 
ingly high  caliber  not  only  in  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  work  performed  but  also  in  demonstrating  to  other  employees  and  the  general 
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public  the  type  of  service  the  public  has  a  right  to  exped't  from  its  employees. 
Almost  without  exception  during  this  period  her  work  has  been  done  on  or  ahead 
of  time  and  with  a  minirauni  of  errors.    There  has  never  been  a  time  when  her 
own  desires  have  been  placed  ahead  of  getting  her  work  doae  and  the  examples 
set  by  her  have  been  an  inspiration  to  all  other  employees "to  render  a  higher 
caliber  of  service," 

Beginning  with  her  employment  in  October,  1935,  with  the  Resettlement  Adminis- 
tration, Mrs.  Marshall  quickly  demonstrated  her  willingness  to  perform  any 
type  of  work  asked  of  her  and  to  do  it  willingly  and  with  the  best  interest  of 
the  program  at  heart.    She  is  the  only  employee  now  in  the  State  office  who 
has  had  continuous  employment  since  the  office  was  established. 

During  the  war  period  particularly  when  it  was  difficult  to  keep  positions  fill- 
ed, Mrs.  Marshall  was  the  only  clerical  employee  in  the  State  office  for  a 
period  of  several  years.    By  willingly  working  early  and  late  and  many  times 
on  Sundays,  she  kept  her  work  up  to  date.    During  this  time  she  performed  secre- 
tarial services  for  four  superiors.    When  in  July  of  194-7  it  vras  necessary, 
through  a  reduction  in  force,  to  leave  all  of  the  responsibility  for  processing 
personnel  actions  to  Mrs.  llarshall,  she  not  only  carried  on  her  duties  in  as 
efficient  a  manner  as  before  but  volunteered  for  other  duties. 

Herbert  K.  Payne         Payne  received  his  superior  service  award  "for  effecting 
Anniston,  Alabama       the  conversion  of  65  owner-borrowers  from  row-crop  cotton 

farming  to  dairy  farming,  thereby  greatly  increasing  their 
gross  income  and  net  worthj  for  the  establishraent  of  better  soil  building  and 
conservation  practices  in  Calhoun  County  and  for  influencing  many  non-borrowers 
in  the  county  and  the  State  to  adopt  now  and  improved  agricultural  practices," 

For  the  12  years  Payne  has  worked  in  Calhoun  County  he  has  consistently  carried 
one  of  the  largest  caseloads  in  the  State,    He  has  made  117  FO  loans  during  that 
period,  of  which       have  already  been  repaid  in  full.    Since  194-2  he  has  start- 
ed 65  borrowers  as  Grade-A  dairymen,  while  23  others  sell  Grade  B  milk.  FHA 
borrowers  in  Calhoun  county  produced  60  percent  of  all  milk  marketed  in  the 
county  between  194-5  and  194-9.    Illustrative  of  the  beneficial  results  to  fami- 
lies, the  dairymen  started  by  Payne  had  an  average  gross  income  of  $4-, 706  as 
compared  to  $2,223  for  the  cotton-farmers.    The  average  dairyman  in  Calhoun 
county  is  $700  ahead  of  schedule  on  his  repayments,  while  the  cotton  farmers 
are  only  $323.    The  average  dairyman  increased  his  net  worth  from  $950  to 
$5,34-5,  now  has  15  cows  and  6  heifers,  with  an  acre  of  good  pasture  per  dairy 
animal. 

Payne  has  been  helpful  not  only  to  borrower  families  but  to  others  in  the 
county,  partly  through  a  series  of  demonstration  tours  he  holds  each  year  to 
show  what  the  daiiyraen  are  doing  with  their  land  and  livestock.    More  than 
1,500  non-borrowers  have  attended  these  tours. 
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Jewell  J.  Richardson       Mr,  Richardson  received  his  award  for  "the  remarkable 
Caruthersville,  Mo,         manner  in  which  he  has  obtained  the  adoption  of  good 

management  on  farms  of  FHA  borrowers,  inspired  borrow- 
ers to  seek  and  obtain  better  living  standards  on  a  sound  and  constructive 
basis  and  for  constantly  identifying  the  work  of  FHA  with  good  farming  in  the 
county  as  a  whole . " 

Since  his  first  service  with  FHA  in  January  1936,  Richardson  "has  continuously 
been  assigned  as.  county  supervisor  to  problem  areas  of  the  State,  his  present 
position  dating  back  to  February,  1946.    During  four  years  in  Pemiscot  County 
he  has,  in  a  cash-crop  area,  obtained  the  cooperation  of  his  borrowers  in 
adopting  crop  rotations,  providing  legumes  for  hay  and  pasture  and  utilizing 
these  crops  for  livestock  and  supplemental  income.    Families  who  received  credit 
and  supervision  from  him  have  consistently  won  top  honors  in  Live-at-Home, 
Balanced-Farming,  and  Plant-to- Prosper  contests  in  competition  with  non-borrowers. 
The  families  today  are  living  better,  on  a  well-planned  basis,  in  better  homes 
with  conveniences,  are  providing  better  ediicational  opportunity  for  their  chil- 
dren, and  are  using  superior  farm  and  home  methods.    Working  in  an  area  with  a 
larger-than-average  caseload,  he  has  cut  delinquency  below  the  average  for  the 
state,  and  has  one  of  the  best  collection  records  of  any  supervisor    in  the 
state.    He  is  an  acknowledged  farm  leader  in  the  Delta  area  of  Missouri,  and 
is  frequently  called  upon  to  help  with  area-wide  farm  problems.    He  effectively 
uses  color  slides  to  demonstrate  good  farm  and  home  practices  to  borrowers,  and 
to  show  non-borrowers  the  results  of  FHA  loans, 

EFFIGIENCY  AWARD  SUMMARY  , 

The  Efficiency  Awards  Committee,  which  was  designated  by  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture Charles  F,  Brannan  recently,  has  general  supervision  over  all  incentive 
award  functions  of  the  Department.    FHA  instructions  are  now  being  examined 
to  determine  how  they  fit  into  the  new  Department  program^    These  instructions 
state  that  "new  ideas,  improved  practices,  and  better  procedures  are  necessary 
and  vital  to  success ....." 

A  suggestion  may  be  the  basis  for  both  a  cash  award  and  an  honor  award,  or  a 
meritorious  promotion  and  an  honor  award,  but  in  no  case  may  a  cash  award  and 
meritorious  promotion  be  made  for  the  same  suggestion. 

The  Administrative  Analysis  Division  reports  the  following  awards  m.ade  to  FHA 
employees  in  the  year  ending  May  1,  1950s 

Number  of  suggestions  received  from  May  1,  194-9  to  May  1,  1950.... 462 

Number  of  suggestions  adopted  from.  May  1,  1949  to  May  1,  1950   74 

Number  of  Cash  awards  from  May  1,  1949  to  May  1,  1950 j  . 

tUO  29 

15  2 

'20  2 

25  .  .  ;  7 

40   1 

50   6 

65   1 

75   1 

100  

Total  53 
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Winners  Who  Received 

George  L,  Bass 
Kenneth  R.  Bower 
John  A.  Hill,  Jr. 
Betty  D.  Grubb 
Muriel  J.  Ashton 
Bess  M.  Stutsman 
Henry  E,  Jenkins 
George  H,  Simonds 
Rosalind  S,  Lusk 
Ray  J,  Snith 
Tom  J,  Jolley 
Bernard  A,  Harden 
William  0,  Farnam,  Jr. 
Henry  F,  Lowe 
Edward  B.  Angle 
Sara  D,  Pierce 
Ada  E,  Grosenbaugh 
Beatrice  D,  Smith 
Gladys  Highfill 
Guy  Warren 
Marvin  F.  Bell 
Claude  H.  Mead or 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  number  of  suggestions  received  during  the 
year  almost  doubled  the  number  for  the  preceding  12  months  when  FHA  employees 
made  288  suggestions.    The  nujnber  of  awards  also  increased,  and  there  were  A 
$100  winners  in  194-9-1950  as  compared  to  only  1  in  194.8-194-9. 

One  important  provision  of  FHA  procedure  covering  the  employee  suggestion  pro- 
gram which  has  been  little  used  in  the  past  is  that  which  says  "It  is  the 
policy  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  to  encourage  all  employees  (supervisory 
and  non-supervisory)  including  Committeemen  to  submit  suggestions  for  improve- 
ments. 

The  procedure  further  points  out  that  no  cash  award  will  be  paid  to  an  employee 
for  a  suggestion  which  represents  a  part  of  the  normal  requirements  and  duties 
of  his  position.... (but)... an  employee  is  eligible  for  an  award  even  though 
specifically  assigned  certain  subjects  for  improvem-ent  if  the  performance  is 
distinctly  beyond  that  normally  required  of  his  grade  and  class  position. 

The  following  procedural  definition  of  a  suggestion  also  bears  repetition,  "A 
suggestion  is  any  definite  written  proposal  intended  for  the  benefit  of  govern- 
ment.   A  suggestion  is  a  positive  constructive  idea  to  create  or  improve  poli- 
cies, procedures,  forms,  methods,  and  equipment;  to  make  for  safer  and  better- 
working  conditions  J  or  to  rnprove  em.ployee  or  public  relations.    The  suggestion 
may  be  either  new  and  original  or  involve  a  new  application  of  an  old  ideal  it 
should  not  only  call  attention  to  the  need  but,  if  possible,  should  contain  a 
specific  solution  or  correction." 

The  Efficiency  Award  program  has  the  complete  support  and  approval  of  the  Admin- 
istrator and  his  staff,  of  the  Department,  our  President,  and  the  Congress.  It 
is  your  program,  to  help  you  make  your  job  more  efficient.    Through  it  you  m.ay 
receive  promotions,  recognition,  or  a  cash  award  for  ideas  you  originate.  While 
we  believe  the  past  year's  record  is  an  unusually  good  one,  we  are  anticipating 
your  cooperation  in  the  year  ahead  to  make  it  even  better. 


or  More : 

Columbia,  South  Carolina 
Des  Moines,  Iowa 
Dallas,  Texas 
Richmond,  Virginia 
Fallon,  Nevada 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa 
Panguitch,  Utah 
Dallas,  Texas 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
Blackfoot,  Idaho 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
Atlanta,  Georgia 
Atlanta,  Georgia 
Bangor,  Maine 
Harrisbui'g,  Pa. 
Dallas,  Texas 
Denver,  Colorado 
Denver,  Colorado 
Oklahoma  Cit;-,  Okla. 
Wickliffe,  Kentucky 
Missoula,  Montana 
West  Plains,  Mssouri 


State  Office  $20 

State  Office  20 

State  Office  25 

State  Office  25 

County  Office  25 

County  Office  25 

County  Office  25 
Area  Finance  Office  25 

State  Office  25 

County  Office  40 

State  Office  50 

State  Office  50 

State  Office  50 

State  Office  50 

State  Office  50 

State  Office  50 
Area  Finance  Office  65 

State  Office  75 

State  Office  100 

County  Office  100 

County  Office  100 

County  Office  100 
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SUPERIOR  ACCOMPLISMNT  STEP  PAY  INCREASES 

Superior  accomplishment  pay  increases,  which  are  granted  by  the  J'armers  Home 
Administration,  are  distinct  from  honor  awards  made  by  the  Secretaiy  of  Agri- 
culture and  regular  periodic  pay  increases.    Employees  of  the  Farmers  Heme  Ad- 
ministration may  be  granted  a  one-step  pay  increase  for  superior  accomplishments 
meeting  one  or  more  of  the  standards  prescribed  below: 

1,  Quantity  and  quality  of  work  production,  for  a  period  of  at  least  3 

■  months,  that  substantially  exceeds  the  requirements  for  an  excellent 
efficiency  rating,  and  merits  special  recognition  among  those  eligible 
for  or  having  such  a  rating, 

2,  Initiation  of  an  idea,  method,  or  device,  over  and  above  the  normal  re- 
quirements of  the  position,  that  has  been  adopted  because  it  is  ex- 
pected to  reduce  costs  or  improve  the  public  service, 

3»    An  individual  act  or  service  in  the  public  interest,  related  to  official 
employment  but  beyond  the  requirements  of  the  employee's  position,  and 
of  an  unusual  or  distinctive  character. 

In  order  to  be  eligible  for  a  superior  accomplishment  pay  increase,  an  employee 
must  (both) t 

1,  Hold  an  appointment  other  than  temporary  appointments  limited  to  one 
year  or  lessj 

2,  Occupy  a  position  allocated  to  a  classification  grade  under  the  Classifi- 
cation Act  of  1923,  as  amended,  or  a  position  allocated  under  the  "DA" 
schedule. 

The  award  should  be  made  with  reasonable  promptness  and  in  no  event  later  than 
2  years  after  the  period  of  superior  accomplishment,  or  service  on  which  the 
increase  is  based.    It  must  be  made  within  the  limits  of  available  appropria- 
tions.   It  must  not  raise  the  employee's  salary  above  the  maximum  for  his  grade. 
No  employee  may  receive  more  than  one  such  increase  within  the  period  which 
must  elapse  between  his  regular  within-grade  pay  increases.    If  a  grade  promo- 
tion resulting  in  a  salary  increase  has  been  granted  since  the  cause  for  a  pay 
increase  for  superior  accomplishment  occurred,  no  pay  increase  for  superior 
accomplishment  may  be  granted  therefor  in  the  new  grade. 

Each  State  Director  and  Area  Finance  Manager  appoints  a  committee  on  Superior 
Accomplishment  Pay  Increases  to  review  or  initiate  recommendations  concerning 
employees  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  Director  or  Area  Finance  Manager. 
A  similar  committee  will  be  appointed  in  the  National  office  to  handle  recom- 
mendations concerning  emploji'ees  of  the  National  office,  employees  of  field  of- 
fices of  the-  Examination  Division,  State  Directors  and  Area  Finance  Managers. 
Recommendations  for  superior  accomplishment  pay ' increases  may  be  made  at  any 
time  by  any  employee  or  supervisor,  or  by  the  Committee  on  Superior  Accomplish- 
ment , 

Superior  Accomplishment  Step  Increases  in  Salaiy  have  been  made  to  the  follow- 
ing FHA  employees'  from  May  1,  194-9  through  April  30,  195Ps 
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Muriel  J.  Ashton.  Clerk-Typist,  Fallon,  Nevada  -  For  performn'jig  an  outstanding 
job  in  assuming  full  time  charge  of  the  office  for  a  period  of  a  year  after  the 
county  supervisor  had  resigned. 

John  H.  Bell«  Clerk-Typist,  Yakima,  Washington  -  For  his  exceptional  initiative, 
tact,  and  accuracy  in  performing  the  duties  of  his  position  with  a  minimum  of 
supervision  in  a  county  office  characterized  by  a  very  heavy  work  load,  conserv- 
ing the  time  of  his  superior  and  contributing  materially  and  substantially  to 
successful  operation, 

Harold  L.  DuVal,  Administrative  Officer,  Iowa  State  Office  -  For  outstanding 
periormance  through  his  loan  servicing  efforts,  reducing  the  delinquency  of 
operating  loans.    He  has  also  inaugurated  loan  servicing  policies  which  have 
resulted  in  more  effective  operations  which  have  and  will  result  in  a  higher 
quality  of  supervision  and  thus  improve  farm  management  practices  in  the  future. 

Joan  M.  Ferguson,  Clerk-Stenographer,  Indiana  State  Office  -  For  handling  a  vast 
quantity  of  work  in  connection  with  debt  settlement,  production  loan  servicing, 
Farm  Ownership  Recognition  Day,  and  the  Indiana  Annual  Report  of  FHA  Activities, 
as  well  as  handling  special  duties  assigned  by  supervisors  in  a  manner  exceeding 
requirements, 

Catherine  A.  Frank,  Clerk-Typist,  Minot,  North  Dakota  -  For  extraordinary  work 
in  dealing  with  farm  families  and  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  county  office  on 
her  own  initiative  far  exceeding  that  which  could  normally  be  expected  of  a 
county  office  clerk. 

Lulu  Mae  Harvey,  Clerk,  Portland,  Oregon  -  For  developing  a  training  guide  for 
county  office  clerks,  demonstrated  leadership  in  conducting  county  office  cleri- 
cal training  institutes,  and  efficient  training  of  new  county  clerical  personnel. 

L.  Virgil  Held,  Farm  Management  Supervisor,  Vincennes,  Indiana  -  For  writing  and 
editing  a  24--page  "Handbook  for  Farm  Ownership  Borrowers",  used  in  connection 
with  the  farm  ownership  program.    This  idea  was  originated  by  Mr,  Heid,  and  the 
work  carried  out  of  his  ovm  volition, 

Robert  L.  Kellogg;,  Farm  Management  Supervisor,  Lewis  ton,  Montana  -  For  performing 
unusual  services  such  as  transporting  groceries,  medicine,  mail,  telegrams,  mes- 
sages, machinery,  farm  equipment,  kerosene,  and  skis,  by  airplane,  as  the  need 
arose    during  the  severe  snow  storms  in  194-9.    Mr,  Kellogg  also  transported 
stranded  persons  to  and  from  their  farms  by  air.    He  made  approximately  150  air- 
plane trips  covering  about  8,000  miles, 

John  Linn,  Farm  Management  Supervisor,  Lawrence,  Kansas  -  For  development  and 
initiation  of  a  method  of  explaining  the  operations  of  the  Ff.rmers  Home  Adminis- 
tration to  Farm  Ownership  and  Operating  Loan  applicants  in  group  meetings, 

Rena  Mae  McLeod,  Administrative  Assistant,  Examination  Division,  Washington,  D.  C- 
For  consistent  excellence  of  performance  and  outstanding  versatility  and  compet- 
ence in  assuming  a  wide  variety  of  assignments  within  her  section  in  the  absence 
of  other  personnel  and  as  required  by  varying  workloads  or  emergencies.    By  her 
attitude,  her  cooperativeness,  her  devotion  to  duty  and  her  assumption  of  iia- 
portant  responsibilities  beyond  those  required  in  her  position,  she  has  set  a 
high  standard  of  performance  in  the  public  service  and  has  been  a  constant  source 
of  assistance  and  inspiration  to  her  superiors  and  co-workers. 
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David  E.  Lofgren,  Jr.^  Clerk,  Portland,  Oregon  -  For  consistently  performing- 
excellent  work,  demonstrating  his  ability  to  resolve  in  a  thoroughly  competent 
manner  individual  problem  cases  far  exceeding  the  expected  requirements  of 
his  pQsition, 

Jay  R.  Mulling.  Methods  Examiner  (Procedure)  AM  Division,  Washington,  D,  C.  - 
For  suggesting  that  the  Department  examine  its  needs  for  the  Titles  of  the 
1949  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  and  advise  the  appropriate  office  of  its 
actual  needs.    As  a  result  of  Mr.  Mullins'  suggestion  the  resulting  survey  showed 
that  the  Department  was  able  to  reduce  its  order  about  75  percent  with  a  net 
saving  of  $7,198.95. 

John  R.  Mull in «  Farm  Management  Supervisor,  Martinsburg,  West  Virginia  -  For 
a  well  organized  program  of  work  in  his  unit  whose  caseload  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  state.    The  number  of  problem  cases  has  decreased  materially  in 
recent  months  and  the  percentage  of  delinquencies  is  less  than  the  average  for 
the  state,  due  to  sound  farm  and  home  planning  with  borrower  families  and 
superior  supervision.    The  total  amount  of  loan  funds  and  collections  handled 
by  this  unit  has  for  many  years  been  the  largest  in  the  state.    The  public  re- 
lations program  in  this  unit  has  for  some  time  been  superior  to  that  of  any 
other  unit, 

Ray  Shoff ,  Farm  Management  Supervisor,  Stanley,  North  Dakota  -  For  outstanding 
performance  in  the  collection  of  accounts, 

Alice  S.  Steckel,  Clerk-Typist,  Lafayette,  Indiana  -  For  outstanding  performance 
of  her  tasks  as  a  County  office  clerk  by  performing  promptly  and  efficiently 
any  work  assigned  to  her  by  State  office  personnel  and  Washington  representa- 
tives, visiting  the  State  office.    Ker  dependability  and  efficiency  and  organi- 
zation of  work  is  such  that  she  not  only  is  willing  to  do  these  extra  jobs  but 
the  accuracy  of  work  performed  is  outstanding. 

Ward  L .  VanderGr lend ,  Farm  Management  Supervisor,  Lynden,  Washington  -  For 
consistently  carrying  on  an  outstandingly  well  balanced  Farmers  Home  Administra- 
tion program,  and  for  leadership  and  sympathetic  understanding  of  the  problems 
of  low-income  farm  families  of  the  area  resulting  in  a  record  of  program  ac- 
complishment characterized  by  a  consistently  low  percentage  of  loan  delinquen- 
cy, a  high  record  of 'loans  made  in  each  category  and  a  worthy  record  of  loan 
repayment. 
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FHA  ?Ai'HLI3S  C01IP3TE  TOR  PRIZES,  RnCOOKITION 

Days"  ere  the 


"AchievGnent 
which   FIIA   families  take  part 


July,  1950 


SPECIAL  EVENTS  EKCOURAGE  PROGRESS 

Cn  the  7th  of  July  each  year  a  jpcoup  of  lov/a  farmers  assemble  at  the    state  agri- 
ctLltirral  college  at  Ames,  listen  to  talks  on  ciorrent  farm  subjects,  receive  certi- 
ficates tliat  r-.ark  their  progress  as  farmers  and  see  the    college  derionstrate  new 
and  improved  faming  practices. 

Sitting  in  the  college  auditorium  and  walking  about  the  college  farm  these  farmers 
look  and  act  lilce  thousands  of  others  x^ho  come  to  Ames    each  year  to    learn  t/hat»s 
ncv;  in  farming.    But  tliere  is  one  big    difference  betv/ecn    this  group  and  any  other. 
These  farmers  are,    or  have  been,    borrov;ers    of    the  Farmers  Hoi.x  Ar'ninistration. 

Without   FHA  help  they   would  ■    — 

probably  nevoi'  have  reached 
the  college  campus,  received 
the  full  benefit  of  what  the 
college  has  to  offer. 

State  Director  B.  VJ.  Lodv;ick 
and  Lr.fe  Young,  Chief,  Program 
Operations,  the  men  who 
organize  these  annual  af fail's, 
do  so  ^.;ith  tln-ee  purposes  in 
mind :  To  lielp  borrowers  get 
first  ;:iand  infer  ation  from 
the  ag  college  on  how  to  m- 
pi'ove  their  faming,  to  give 
borrowers  the  credit  they 
deserve  for  improving  their 
poGition  as  famcrs  and  as 
citizens,  and  to  give  the 
public  in  ':-enoral  and  agri- 
cultural leaders  in  parti- 
cular r.omc  current  informa- 
tion on  ilu'.s  and  objectives 
of  the  Farmers  Home  Adminis- 
tration, 

The  trip  the  famers  make 
about  '-.he  college  fam  and 
the  tal!:s  they  hear  on  agri- 
cultural subjects  achieves 
the  frJT'st  purpose.  The  cero- 
nony  that  accompanies  tlie 
awarding  of  certificates  ac- 
covnplishes  the  second. 


Closely  related  to 
fara  contests  in 
i/in  prizes.  One  of  the  best  ]'nam  is  the  Plant- 
to-Prosper  contest  sponsored  for  several  years  1:^ 
the  Memphis  Cojni.:ercial  Appeal,  -  a  symbol  of  farm 
progress  in  many  Southern  States, 

Participation  in  this  and  similar  contests  is  made 
to  order  for  families  using  FHA  siiporvised  credit. 
It  spurs  interest    in  farm   and  ho:ne  improvement, 
brings  public  recognition  to    those  who  seriously 
try  to  fam  and  live  better. 

In  Arkansas  a  "Balanced  Farm.ing  Contest"  is  spon- 
sored jointly  by  the  Arkansas  Power  &  Light  Comp- 
any  and  the    Arkansas  Press  Association,  These 
sponsors    ask  the  county   and  state  FHA  officials 
to    back  the    affair  and    encourage    FHA  families 
to  take  part.    Cash  prizes  go  to  both  tenants  and 
ovmers.    County  contests  lead  up  to  state  competi- 
tion,   Enrollment  also  enters  a  farm  family  in  the 
broader  Plant-to-Prospor  contest.     This  year,  for 
the  first  time  FHA  has  been  given  the  sole  responsi' 
bility  for  signing  farmers  up  and  the  enrollment  is 
the  highest  ever. 

In  Tennessee  there's  the  Homel5.fe  Contest.  WNAX  in 
South  Dakota  has  its  "Home  Improvement"  contest, 
with  many  FHA  families  in  that  and  neighboring 
states  entering  and  i;inning  prizes. 


(continued  page  2) 


The  publicity  that  the  meeting  generates  takes  care  of  the  third. 

Special  events  similar  to  this  have  been  held  in  several  states.    They  have  done 
a  world  of  good  and  whi.le  it  takes  a  lot  of  work  to  ro.ake  them  successful,  the 
pattern  set  by  Iowa  and  others  shows  how  it  can  be  done. 

At  the  first  Achievement  Day,  in  1947,  achievement  award  certificates  were  pre- 
sented to  200  borrowers  who  had  paid  for  their  farms  out  of  earnings  and  con- 
tinued to  live  on  and  operate  them.    Now,  achievement  awards  go  to  FO  and  PL 
borrovrer  families.    Fast  and  present  borrowers  attend,  as  well  as  past  and  pre- 
sent committeemen. 

"While  instructive  talks  by  prominent  people  within  and  out  of  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration,  including  top  people  of  the  College,  are  parts  of  each  year's 
program,  the  families  are  represented  on  the  speakers'  platform  by  able  people 
among  their  own  number.    The  program  is  spiced  up  with  musical  numbers.  Awards 
are  presented  in  an  orderly  and  impressive  manner,  ^Traffic  officers  direct  and 
manage  auto  traffic  to  and  from  the  meeting.    The  group  is  brought  together  for 
a  photograph.    Luncheon  arrangements  are  well  worked  out,  although  no  group 
luncheon  is  provided  for. 

Conducted  visits  are.  made  to  various  experiment  station  points.    The  crowd  is 
divided  into  convenient  groups  to  avoid  overcrowding  any  one  point,  and  so  each 
point  of  interest  can  be  shown  to  advantage,  such  as  seeded  plots,  soil  conser- 
vation areas,  livestock  demonstrations,  home  economics" department,  and  so  on. 

•   .  Val\ie  of _Event 

The  special  event  is  one  of  great  educa;tional  value  to  borrowet*  families  and 
gives  them  a  new  concept  of  their  position  in  agriculture.    It  builds  morale  for 
county  supervisors  and  committeemen,  and  gives  the  state  committee  members  a 
chance  to  see  results  of  the  work  being  done  and  to  receive  public  recognition 
for  their  part  as  an  advisory  group.    The  college  is  brought  into  the  FHA  picture 
and  feels  a  better  relationship  to  the  program,  and  gets  recognition  for  its  ■ 
cooperation. 

The  Achievement  Day  program  makes  good  news  for  farm  editors,  radio  stations, 
and  the  general  public,'  It  gets  the  program  before  farm  organization  leaders 
as  well  as  .veterans'  groups,  civic'  leaders  and  groups,  church  organizations  and 
others. 

Other  States'  Special  Events 

What  Iowa  is  doing  is  being  duplicated  in  Texas,  Georgia,  Michigan,  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Missouri,    As  much  could  be  written  on  these  states'  special  events 
"as  is  told  here  about  Iowa, 

Other  Types 

Another  type  of  special  event  is  the  ceremony  in  cdhnection  with  the  first 
housing  loan,  first  insured  mortgage  loan  and  other 'such  events.    One  of  the 
most  recent  was  the  "Farm  Housing  Day"  held  at  Stigler,  Oklahoma,  May  5,  and 
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attended  by  some  3,000  people.    The  widely  publicized  ceremony  vjas  in  honor  of 
3-4  farr.  le.inilies  who,  with  the  aid  of  F'riA  loans,  are  leading  the  county  on 
home  improvement,  whose  Senators,  Representatives,  the  Administrator,  prominent 
civic,  church,  oducsticnal,  veteran,  farm  organization  and  other  leaderr?  took 
active  part.    The  event  v/?.s  covered  by  special  writers,  ne'v;r reporters,  maga- 
zines with  national  circulation,  photographers,  radio  broadcasts,  special  let- 
ters and  about  every  other  method  of  reporting.    It  did  more  in  one  day  to 
inform  the  public  about  the  housin(<  program  than  would  ncrinally  be  done  in  a 
year, 

-):-  •{{■  '/r  -.i-  ^ir 

ARKANSAS  CLOVER  ALA  AIAPAIvIA 

The  State  Director  of  Alabama  said  to  the  State  Director  of  Arkansas,  "You 
could  grow  clover  like  this  in  Arkansas."    And  the  State  Director  of  Arkansas 
took  the  itate  Director  of  Alabam.a  at  his  word,  and  did. 

Last  fall  when  J.  V.  Highfill  and  some  of  his  staff  v;ere  on  a  tour  in  Alabama 
with  Julian  Brown  they  looked  over  some  reseeding  Crimson  Clover  fields  which 
FHA  borrowers  were  developing,  in  Autauga  County. 

Highfill  saw  another  opportanity  for  Arkansas  FHA  famdlios  to  develop  their 
farms  with  better  pastures  for  year  around  grazing,  to  build  up  their  soil,  and 
to  have  a  cash  crop  from  sale  of  seed.    7/hen  he  returned  liome  he  made  arrange- 
ments to  get  some  sf-,ed  from.  Alabam.a  and  asked  yach  of  his  county  supervisors 
to  see  that  a  plot  of  at  least  an  acre  was  seeded  by  some  borrower,  to  be  used 
for  demonstration  and  to  test  the  variety  for  Arkansas  use.    The  response  was 
good  and,  as  Highfill  reported  recently,  so  are  the  results.    Other  farmers 
are  going  to  these  plots  on  FHA  borrowers'  farms,  and  a  good  practice  is 
spreading.    Newspapers  are  watching  the  development  and  running  news  articles 
about  the  Autauga  Reseeding  Crimson  Clover  being  introduced  by  FHA  borrowers. 
Several  editorials  are  being  written  on  the  subject, 

■5J-  -if-  <- 
TAKES  ADVANTAGE  OF  GOOD  NEWS  MF.PIU!.! 

Many  Indiana  farm  f.arcilies  keep  up  vath  local  and  state  Farmers  Home  Adminis- 
tration news  through  Farm  News,  reports  Ralph  Phillippe,  State  Director.  The 
Indiana  Farm  Bureau  published  the  paper  once  a  month,  with  :drculation  in 
every  county.    Each  county  has  a  portion  of  the  paper  devoted  to  its  own  local 
news,     "''any  of  our  county  supervisors  are  usinc  this  medium.,  as  a  copy  goes 
into  every  farm  home  in  the  county,"  Phillippe  wrote.    Virgil  Heid,  Knox 
county  supervisor  at  Vincennes,  has  nearly  half  a  page  in  every  monthly  issue, 

-5$-  '/<r  -jfr  -X- 

HOMELIFE  CONTEST  IN  TENNESSEE 

Farm  families  in  a  37-county  area  in  Tennessee  are  competing  in  a  "Homelife" 
contest  sponsored  by  the  Nashville  Tennessean,    Many  of  the  contestants  are 
past  and  present  Farmers  Home  borrower  families. 
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"The  Farmers  Home  Adrrdrd  strati  on  mil  cooperate  closely  this  year  by  enrolling 
and  supplying  information  to  its  farm  farrdly  clients"  the  paper  recently  re- 
ported.   It  quoted  Odom  Stewart,  FHA  program  chief,  as  saying  that  the  program- 
is  a  natural  for  FHA  folks.    Points  emphasized  in  the  contest  score  card  are 
practically  the  same  as  those  stressed  by  FHA.    Miss  Ann  E.  Russel  and 
Miss  Louise  Her.d,  FKI  home  management  specialists,  added  their  endorsem.ents  in 
the  newspaper  story.    The  general  scoring  points  include  Citizenship,  in- 
volving families'  parts  in  social^  economic,  educational  and  religious  acti- 
vities; Home  Improveinent  -which  mil  take  into  account  im.provements  in  rooms, 
kitchen,  vrater  systems  and  bathroom,  heating,  storage,  lighting,  and  general 
maintenance;  Farmstead,  relating  to  improvements  in  home  grounds,  buildings, 
use  of  electricity,  development  of  water  supplies,  and  maintenance;' Food 
Supply,  considering  j^ear-round  vegetable  supply,  fruits'  and  berries,  milk, 
water,  m.eats,  poultry  and  eggs,  and  food  preservation. 

Prizes  will  total  $4-,  100.    Records  of  accomplishments  must  be  com^pleted  by  Sep- 
tember 15  and  will  include  improvem.ents  m.ade  since  last  November  15.  Judging 
will  be  in  October  and  prizes  av^arded  early  in  Novem-ber.    More  than  2,000  fami- 
lies took  part  last  year  and  additional  hundreds  have  entered  this  year, 

^/<r   ^/c  ^i- 

FROM  STATE  NEWSLETTERS 

The  John  Jolly  family,  farm  housing  borrowers,  were  hosts  at  their  farm  in 
Jackson  county,  Illinois,  to  some  700  people  who  gathered  to  observe  the  build- 
ing of  a  pole  barn,  reported  the  FKA  "Illinois  Messenger,"    The  first  of  its 
kind  in  that  area,  the  construction  attracted  the  attention  of  building  supply 
dealers,  other  farmers,  and  professional  and  newspaper  people.    Six  crews  from 
Veterans'  Job- Training  classes  did  the  work.    County  supervisor  Moore  and  Farm 
Adviser  Anderson,  together  vdth  people  from  other  agencies  in  the  county,  also 
took  part. 

Congressman  Francis  Case  recently  got  first  hand  infomiation  on  supervised 
credit  when  one  of  his  tenants,  who  is  also  a  PL  borroT^er,  showed  liim  his  farm 
and  home  plan,    (From  South  Dakota's  "Round-up^") 

Jack  Timmons,  KTBS  Farmi  and  Home  Hour  program  director,  recently  interviewed 
Henrjr  G,  Carney,  a  dairy  farmer  of  Belcher,  Louisiana,  who  is  a  paid-up  FO 
borrower  of  Caddo  Parish.    A  recording  of  this  ir.proraptu  interview  was  broad- 
cast on  April  26.    Mr  Carney  expressed  great  appreciation  for  the  help  the 
FHA  has  given  him.     (From  Louisiana's  FHA  "What's  Nevir  in  22.") 


NEW  MINNESOTA  NEWSLETTER 

The  Minnesota  state  FHA  office  issued  its  first  newsletter  in  June.  State 
Director  Leo  P.  Brov/n  has  asked  all  employees  to  subm.it  suggestions  for  a  suit- 
able name.     This  first  letter's  eight  mimeographed  pages  were  devoted  largely 
to  timely  farm,  and  home  managemient  infonaation.    As  cooperation  throughout  the 
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state  develops,  Mr.  Brown  expects  the  newsletter  also  to  carry  stories  of  bor- 
rowers' and  employees'  experiences  that  should  be  passed  around.     The  news- 
letter is  a  good  start  toward  what  other  states  have  found  to  be  valuable  admin- 
istrative and  public  relations  aids. 

■!{■  ^a- 

OTHERS  ON  USDA  CLUB  LIST 

The  list  of  Farniers  Hom.e  Administration  personnel  who  are  officially  active  in 
USDA  Clubs  should  also  include  the  following: 

Mrs.  Carmella  Murphy,  State  Home  Management  Specialist,  vice  president  of  the 
Morgan town,  Yfest  Virginia,  club. 

E.  S.  Beasley,  State  Director,  vice  president  of  the  Nashville,  Tennessee,  club. 
The  omission  of  Mrs.  Murphjr's  name  was  reported  by  State  Director  R.  G.  Ellyson. 
T.  F.  Shreve,  Insured  Mortgage  Specialist,  reported  the  omission  of  Mr.  Beasley's 
name.    Any  others? 

■ji-  -i;- 

"HOW  TIffi  LEGION  FIGHTS  FOR  THE  FARM  VETERANS'' 

That's  the  title  of  a  story  going  into  three  million  American  homes  in  the  July 
issue  of  the  American  Legion  Magazine,    It  will  get  a  lot  of  attention.  Local 
Legion  leaders  Vvlll  welcome  information  from  state  and  ccixnty  FHA  offices 
facts  and  figures  on  loans  and  services  given  this  year  to  veterans  in  their 
states  and  communities. 

fRQM  STATE  DIRECTORS'  REPORTS 

An  article  by  Congressman  White  of  Idaho  saying  more  money  should  be  made  avail- 
able for  veterans'  loans  received  considerable  state  publicity  and  numerous 
inquiries  ...  State  Director  Karl  Magleby  (Utah-Idaho)  attended  a  meeting  of 
technicians  from  various  federal  agencies  to  prepare  a  Colorado  River  Basin 
study.    He  has  had  several  conferences  mth  Warren  T.  Murphy,  special  repre- 
sentative of  the  Secretary  for  Pacific-Southwest  area,  stationed. in  Salt  Lake 
City  to  work  vdth  this  and  other  Basin  problems. 

Borrowers  are  participating  in  the  Balanced  Farming  program  sponsored  by  Exten- 
sion Service  and  Kansas  State  Chamber  of  Commerce.    State  Director  Dodge  took 
part  in  a  2-day  Fann  Home  and  Industry  meeting  sponsored  by  Chamber  of  Com- 
m.erce.    He  also  attended  the  Ninth  Annual  Town  &  Country  Church  Conference  at 
Kansas  State  College  where  Monsignor  Ligutti  vras  one  of  the  principal  speakers  . .. 
In  sections  of  Minnesota  where  small  radio  stations  have  farm  programs.  County 
FHil  Supervisors  are  sharing  radio  time  mth  County  Agents,  TllA  chairmen  and 
others. 

The  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch  told  an  inter<\sting  Missouri  farm  story  recently 
by  using  a  page  of  pictures  taken  from  J.  0.  Martin's  colored  slides.  State 
Director  Hughes  asks,  as  a  minimumi  requirement,  that  each  supervisor  prepare 
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one  news  article  each  month  on  the  program  or  borrowers'  accomplishments.  Many 
already  exceed  this  requirement,  but  this  method  assured  balanced  participa- 
tion in  the  information  program  throughout  the  state  ...  State  Director  Walter 
Maddock  and  staff  members  explained  the  rural  housing  program  and  the  Home  Man- 
agement phase  of  the  FO  program  to  a  st3.te  meeting  of  the  North  Dakota  Farmers 
Union  in  Jamestown,  North  Dakota.    FU  publications  followed  with  stories,  and 
the  organization  sent  material  on  the  program  to  some  1,500  local  organizations 
throughout  the  state, 

Pennsylvania ' s  State  Director,  Carson  Mertz,  reports  constantly  improving  rela~ 
tions  with  veterans'  organizations.    County  supervisor?  are' sending  letters  to 
various  veteran  groups.    Leaders  in  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Yv'ars  and  in  the 
American  Legion  often  drop  in  at  the  state  office  and  county  offices  to  discuss 
all  phases  of  the  program  for  veterans  . . .  FHA  workers  are  planning  a  year  ahead 
for  the  next  Farm  and  Home  Week  at  Ohio  State  College,    Many  FHA  borrowers 
attended  the  meeting  this  spring,  and  it  is  expected  that  next  year's  event  will 
be  designed  especially  to  suit  training  needs  of  county  supervisors  and  county 
committeemen  ...  The  Ohio  Council  of  Churches  will  sponsor  a  course  for  rural 
ministers  this  summer.    FHA  and  others,  including  Ohio  Farm.  Bureau  and  the  Ohio 
Farmer,  are  cooperating.    FHA  employees  and  committees  may  have  some  say  in 
selecting  the  "Rural  Pastor  of  the  Year"  ... 

Georgia  Tech  recently  gave  a  refresher  course  for  building  supply  representatives 
who  got  together  with  some  of  the  Georgia  FHA  staff  at  a  dinner  m.eeting.  The 
men  were  especially  interested  in  the  farm  housing  loan  program  ...  The  Green 
Pasture  program,  in  Marrow  county,  Ohio,  is  in  its  second  year.    Brown  county  is  • 
starting  one  like  it.    USDA  Councils  sponsor  these  programs,  and  FHA  people  are 
taking  an  active  part.    FHA's  annual  garden  program  got  a  lot  of  attention. 
In  Pike  county,  27  borrower  famdlies  participated  in  planning  the  County  Garden 
program  and,  of  course,  planned  their  own  hom.e  garden  program.s  ... 

Clay  Stubbs,  State  Director  in  Puerto  Rico,  said  the  farm  housing  program  is 
doing  well,  having  started  off  with  a  well-attended  ceremony  when  the  first 
loan  was  made.    The  Lion's  Club  sponsored  the  ceremonjj  ■•jvith  participation  by 
civic  and  agricultural  leaders  and  Insular  and  Federal  agencies.    Important  to 
Puerto  Ricans  is  the  boost  to  the  coffee  industry  made  possible  in  many  instances 
through  FHA  loans  that  permit  small  farmers  to  take  part  in  coffee  rehabilita- 
tion projects, 

-;<-  -;s- 

NEGRO  AG  WORKERS  STUDY  HOUSING  PROGRMi 

A  series  of  four  meetings  at  Savannah,  Dublin,  Albany  and  Atlanta,  including 
the  entire  Negro  county  agent  personnel  of  Georgia,  was  held  recently  to  ac- 
quaint these  ?;orkers  W3.th  the  FO  program  with  particular  emphasis  on  farm 
housing.    Participating  in  the  discussions  were  J.  D,  Yi/hiteside,  Farm  Housing 
Specialist  of  the  State  FHA  office  in  Atlanta;  L.  J,  Washington  of  the  FO 
Division,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  State  Field  Representatives  and  local  County  Super- 
visors for  each  area  visited. 

Prior  to  these  training  sessions  similar  meetings  for  Negro  vocational  agricul- 
ture and  veteran  teachers  were  conducted  throughout  the  State.    As  a  result 
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sone  275  Negro  agricultural  education  workers  in  Georgia  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  learn  ^.bfuf  the  operation  of  these  prcgrans.    Tliese  meetings  were  made  pos- 
sible throu5;h  the  cooperation  of  P.  H.  Stone,  Savannah,  State  Agent  for  Negro 
Extension  Work  and  Alva  Tabor,  Ft.  Valley,  Head  Teacher  Trainer  for  Vocational 
Agri  culture, 

■55-  ■)!• 

¥ORE  PUNNING  TPIAT  PAID 

Careful  planning  and  fcllcmng  of  good  farm  practices  in  connection  with  oper- 
ating credit  through  Farmers  Home  Administration  havt  brought  success  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eugene  Knudsen,  young  dairy  farmers  near  Kandiyohi,  Minnesota.     T^iey  not 
only  have  a  very  good  loO-acre  dairy  farm  but  have  it  well  stocked  and  equipped. 

The  f resting  was  put  on  the  Knudsen  cake  in  a  special  event  on  June  3,  when  the 
Skelly  Oil  Company  broadcast  a  testimonial  breakfast  in  Willmar,  Minnesota, 
over  a  nation-Tdde  hook-up,  and  gave  them  the  v/eekly  av/ard  of  a  5^.100  savings 
bond  and  other  prizes.     The  award  was  voted  on  the  basis  of  a  per-cow  acreage 
of  1^21  pounds  of  butterfat  from  their  18-cow  Holstein^riesian  mdlking  herd. 
Another  factor  v;as  the  average  yield  of  12,610  pounds  of  milk  per  cow  against 
the  state  average  of  5,000  pounds.    ITiey  have  a  total  herd  of  36. 

Eugene's  herd  got  its  start  in  1936  when  his  father  gave  him  several  registered 
Holstein-Friesians  as  a  wedding  gift.     The  next  year,  with  a  ;i|;l,350  Farm  Secur- 
ity loan,  ho  bought  a  tractor,  other  equipment,  and  som.e  feed,    flhen  he  paid 
it  off  in  19/iO  he  had  a  good  start  toivard  his  award-winning  herd.    Next  year, 
he  got  a  deed  instead  of  a  rental  contract  on  the  farm  they  lived  on,  borrow- 
ing around  $B,000  througli  a  Farm  Ovmership  loan  to  sv.lng  the  deal.    This  was 
paid  off  by  19't6.    He  financed  a  modern  dairy  barn  through  Farm  Credi  t  Adminis- 
tration later  and  had  it  paid  for. 

The  Knudsens  profited  through  good  farm  and  home  practices  as  advocated  by  the 
local  FHA  county  supervisor.  Their  family  of  two  boys  and  two  girls,  from  one 
to  twelve  years  old,  have  much  to  look  forward  to. 
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GAINING  COOPERATION 
OF  PRESS  AND  liADIO 


The  FHA  State  office  in  West  Virginia  has  worked 
up  an  information  kit  crammed  with  good  practi- 
cal ideas.  "Information  Kit  for  "Ifest  Virginia" 
can  be  applied  to  infoiwation  activities  in  any 
state  or  county.- 

It  covers  a  wide  range  of  working  relations. 
Gaining  cooperation  of  press  and  radio  has  an 
important  place  in  it.  Under  "Examples  of  In- 
formation Frequently  Requested  by  Press  and  Ra- 
dio" the  Kit  lists  22  live  subjects.  It  is 
hoped  that  constant  reference  to  this  list,  to- 
gether with  follow- through  action,  will  assure 
West  Virginia  supervisors  of  a  source  of  stories 
and  interesting  item.s. 

Here  are  the  22  subjects: 


1.  Farm  practices  being  adopted  by  borrowers,  such  as  livestock  im.provement, 
artificial  insemination,  applications  of  measures  to  control  livestock 
diseases,  introduction  of  new  crops  in  an  area,  development  and  improve- 
ment of  pastures,  use  of  fertilizers,  measures  to  control  plant  diseases 
and  pests,  soil  conservation  practices,  etc, 

2.  Borrower  progress  and  plans  for  coming  year  as  discussed  at  annual  bor- 
rowers' meetings. 

3.  Appointments  of  nev;  ccjnmittee  members. 

^.    Repayments — particularly  good  repayment  of  interest. 

5.  Improvem.ents  in  leases  and  tenure  arrangements. 

6.  Allocations  and  status  of  funds. 

7.  Participation  of  veterans  in  our  program  and  in  Veterans  Administration 
on-farm  training  program— ^particularly  stories  concerning  disabled  veter- 
ans. 
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8.  Release  of  special  state  or  national  reports,  such  as  state  or  national 
annual  reports. 

9.  Announcements  of  major  policy  changes. 

10.  Changes  in  location  or  facilities  of  county  offices,  stressing  iniproved 
accommodation  and  service  to  borrowers  and  reduced  costs  to  govnrnnent. 

11.  Changes  in  administrative  procedures  that  vd.ll  improve  ser\dce  to  public 
or  reduce  cost  to  government,  such  as  adoption  of  bank  draft  method  of 
remitting  collections,  agreements  with  Veterans  Administration  officials 
on  joint  farm  plans  and  record  books  for  borrowers  participating  in  both 
programs,  etc. 

12.  Anniversaries — beginning  of  program,  particular  type  of  loan,  new  local 
practices  or  changes  in  major  farming  enterprises  that  have  improved 
living  and  farming  standards  in  a  commuriity. 

13.  Ceremonies  m.arking  first  housing  or  first  insured  loan,  etc. 
1/+.     Tours  and  lasits  to  farms. 

15.  Cooperation  of  FKA  mth  other  agencies  in  joint  programs  or  projects. 

16.  Awards  or  recognition  to  FHA  personnel  for  length  of  service,  superior 
service  or  special  achievt3nents  in  their  communities. 

17.  Attendance  of  personnel  at  training  meetings,  conferences,  refresher 
courses,  etc. 

18.  Employees  going  on  temporary  active  duty  in  the  armed  forces. 

19.  Operating  loan  borrov;ers  who  are  buying  their  farms  or  v;ho  have  paid 
for  farms  I'.hile  on  PL  program. 

20.  Activities  and  achievements  of  borrower  families,  children,  etc.,  in 
community  affairs. 

21.  Paid-up  borrowers — their  progress,  sources  of  credit  and  community 
activities  and  achievem.ents.  ' 

22.  Borrowers  who  have  won  prizes  at  fairs,  farm,  contests,  school  contests, 
etc. 

Inf onaation  Discussed  in  State  Meeting 

The  West  Virginia  information  kit  v^/as  dv:veloped  after  considerable  discussion 
in  a  state  meeting  held  last  June,    Led  by  State  Director  R,  G.  Ellyson,  the 
discussion  broughbcut  points  based  on  supervisors'  experiences.    The  consensus 
was  that  most  .stories  for  local  nevv'spapcrs  should  originate  in  the  county  office. 
Any  releases  coming  from  the  statu  office  or  fromi  other  sources  should  be  care- 
fully adapted  bo  carry  local  interest  if  possible.    Local  stories  should  center 
around  local  people,  local  improvements  taking  piece  on  borrov.ers'  farm.s,  local 
events  and  conditions.    If  a  story  tells  who,  what,  when,  where,  vihy  and  hov;, 
and  tell::  it  simply,  most  editors  and  radio  stations  vdll  be  glad  to  get  it. 
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Timeliness  arxd  tiirdng  were'  discussed.  •  'They  are  bvio  different  things.  A 
story  about  how  some  family  has  planned  for  a  good  garden  is  timely  in  the 
spring.  A  harvest  story  is  timely  in  the  swpm.er  or  fall.  The  timing  of  a 
story  is  bad  if  it  is  .given  to  a  daily  for  use  Monday  and  to  a  weekly  which 
can't  use  it  until  Thursday.  Stories  for  weeklies  should  get  to  them,  sev- 
eral days  in  advance  of  publication  day  if  possible,  and  timed  so  they  can 
use  them  the  day  they  appear  in  the  dailies. 

KEEPS  SCRAPBOOK  OF  LOCAL  STORIES 

Donald  Grove,  County  Supervisor  in  Caldwell  County,  Missouri,  not  only  gets 
good  newspaper  coverage  of  the  FHA  pi-ogram,  but  he  keeps  an  attractive  scrap- 
book  of  clippings  of  all  releases,  stories  and  items  each  year.    In  a 
"Foreword"  in  his  194-9  book,  he  tells  about  it  this  way: 

"This  office  has  maintained  annual  scrapbooks  since  1937.    The  series  is 
intended  to  form  a  more  or  less  continuous  story  of  the  progress  of  the  FHA 
Program  as  it  fimctioned  here  at  the  county  level,  over  the  years.    With  the 
exception  of  the  feature  articles  clipped  from  The  Weekly  Kansas  City  Star 
and  two  or  three  farm-page  item.s  from  the  St.  Joseph  News-Press,  these  sto- 
ries v/ere  printed  by  weekly  newspapers  in  the  coimty  and  are  largely  of  local 
interest."    He  com.pleted  the  foreword  by  listing  the  five  papers  published 
in  th^  county. 

The  194-9  scrapbook  sent  to  the  National  Office  by  State  Director  Stephen 
Hughes  has  39  clippings.    Only  one  of  the  local  stories  is  as  long  as  one 
colum.n.     That  one  is  about  the  prevalence  of  moves  from  one  farm  to  another 
on  March  1,  and  ties  in  an  explanation  of  FHA's  flexible  farm  lease.  Other 
subjects  include  announcements  of  m^eetings,  reports  on  meetings  held  such 
as  annual  borrowers'  meetings,  merit  awards  by  the  FHA  County  Comjrdttee, 
analysis  of  Tenant  Pi:rchase  r<>turns  and  farm  record  books,  personnel  changes^ 
first  insured  farm,  m.ortgage  loan,  records  of  loans  m.ade  in  county,  fa.fTn 
development  plan  of  a  local  veteran  family,  an  unusual .number  of  loan  appli- 
cants intervievjed  at  a  county  committee  meeting,  recognition  day,  announce- 
ments of  new  county  committeemen,  story  on  new  farm  housing  program,  one 
fairdly's  poultry  record,  and  others. 

Very  little  happened  in  Caldwell  county  that  doesnH  happen  in  most  counties. 
But  the  news  of  what  did  happen  got  into  the  county  newspapers.    Here  is  one 
little  sample,  published  December  7,  19-^;9: 

"APPRAISE  count:!:  FARI.S  -  Appraiser  William  Dysart  and  Engineer  David 
Cannon  of  the  State  FHA  staff  were  in  Caldwell  county  two  days  this 
week  inspecting  farms  optioned  by  prospective  tenant  purchase  borroviers. 

"A  quarter-section,  known  as  the  Edvrards  farm  in  the  Brown  Jug  neighbor- 
hood, was  appraised  on  b-'-half  of  DeLoyd  Brown.     The  other,  the  east 
quarter-section  of  the  Bart  (Uevenger  farm  north  of  Cowgill,  was  ap~  i 
praised  for  Floyd  Carey  of  the  Cowgill  community, 

"A  total  of  six  farm.s  have  been  appraised  mthin  the  last  60  days  on 
the  FtIA  farm  ownershi.p  prograrci.. " 

This  item  is  short,  sim.ple,  and  tells  who,  what,  when  and  So  on. 
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We  believe  the  "scrapbook  habit"  is  one  cth-^^r  suppr\n  snrs  could  copy;  but 
there  is  ono  v/arninp  yen  should  heed  if  you  have  or  plan  to  develop  such  a 
habit.    Your  clippings  pasted  ii!  a  scrapb<:ok  have  no  value  except  to  y-^u — 
unless  other  people  see  tho  scrapbook.    Used  to  show  people  what  has  b-^en 
done  in  your  county  to  help  families,  it  becomes  a  -^-lod  tool  for  developing 
a  better  understanding  o.f  the  FHA  program. 

FO  BORROWER.  SHpJ)^  BANKERS  HOW 

In  194.0,  Willis  Silber  \vas  a  younf?  farm.er  i.'vith  a  piece  of  newly  acquired  land 
near  Accident,  Maryland.    He  had  ideas  on  }iow  to  farm,  that  land  and  a  deter- 
mination to  rake  a  gocd  farm  hom.e — but  lacked  enough  capital  or  bank  credit 
to  make  his  ideas  click. 

In  1950,  Yvillis  Silber  was  host  to  a  froup  of  +he  Iv'aryland  ba'ikers  r.ho  selecU-d 
his  farm^  as  the  one  to  study  for  agricultural  credit  pointers  on  their  annual 
June  tour. 

As  Silber  showed  the  bankers  his  home,  fields,  equipment  and  other  farm  fea- 
tures ^  they,  learned  that  he  had  borrowed  farm  operating  capital  in  1940  from 
the  farmers  Home  Administration,  that  he,  his  \'d.fe,  and  tnree  daughters  had 
made  profitable  use  of  ad.vic;e  given  by  the  county  FH/i  si^perviocr,  that  they 
had  operated  on  a  business-like  basis,  had  i-eaped  the  benefits  of  inprove<i 
farm,  and  home  practices,  repaid  tlieir  loan,  ?.nd  that  the)y  now  cv-ii  a  v^eil- 
stocked  and  wel] -equipped  .farm  enterpri:;e,     Tae.j  ya??  now  the  family  liad  needed 
and  used  not  only  cr  -:dit,  bit  practiesl  c'uperv:  sion  as  well. 

Fir.  Silber  explained  the  advantages  of  following  the  recomj.-ended  sound  prac- 
tices such  as  a  soil  conservation  and  recomm.ended  livestock  program,.  They 
have  more  than  30  head  of  .cattle,  mortly  purebred  Kolsteins,  and  a  1,000-bird 
poultry  flock.    They  raise  feed  to  take  care  of  the  > entire  livestock  program. 
They  have  used  contour  strip  farming  for  s>.-veral  je-irSf  and  have  built  and 
mai.ntained  good  farm,  buildings,     iliere's  a  com.plete  lirn^  of  modern  farm  ma- 
chinery. 

The  bankers  learned  that  a  man,  unable  to  meet  conirr.ercial  cred:|t  requirt.ments 
10  years  ago,  had  become  a  community  leader.    Silber  is  a  m.ember  of  the  Soil 
Conservation  Cormitt>3e  and  the  P¥;A  Committee  for  Garrett  county.    Hq  is  an 
active  m.ember  01  the  county  Farm  Bureau  and  a  leader  in  the  Farm  Bureau  Plan- 
n:,ng  group.    He  has  served  a  3-ye-ir  term  on  th-.  State  FHA  Advisory  Committee, 
Mrs.  Silber  also  is  active  in  coirmunity  af.fairs. 

FOU.OWING  UP  ON  iJvIERICAN  LEGION  I'AGAZIUE  ARTICLE 

Many  rep'i^rts  have  come  in  from  State  Offices  telling  hov-  they  followed  through 
viith  action  to  call  attention  to  the  FH/.  program  as  the  basis  of  the  American 
Legion  feature,  "Hov;  the  Legion  Fights  for  the  Farm  Veteran."    North  Dako ta 
sent  appropriate  letters  to  a  list  of  influential  leaders  calling  attention  to 
the  article,  and  devoted  the  lead  fe-^ture  of  the  state  newsletter  "Mews  'nd  Nods' 
to  a  discussion  of  how  to  make  the  Legion  story  do  the  m.ost  possible  gocd 
locally.    In  Mississi opi  the  article  got  special  attention  in  the  American 
Legion  Convention  at  Jackson.    Copies  were  sent  to  Congrc'osm.en  and  other  promi- 
nent people  in  the  state. 
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The  Kansas  newsletter,  "Passing  It  On,"  said  that  some  folks  don't  know  that 
the  progress  being  made  by  many  families  in  their  communities  is  due  to  the 
same  kind, of  planning  and  financing  as  those  veterans  received  who  were  writ- 
ten up  in  the  Legion  article.    It  urged  each  county  supervisor  to  send  in 
short  narrative  write-ups  on  siriD-lar  cases  in  each  county, 

"Timely  Texas  Topics"  notes  that  Texas  Legion  Posts  are  appreciative  of  what 
the  Legion  magazine  is  doing  to  let  the  veteran  know  of  benefits  and  ser\rLces 
available  through  FHA.    One  Texas  Legion  Post  sent  a  letter  of  appreciation 
to  the  magazine ^s  editor  and  sent  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  FHA.  state,  office. 
Montana  folloTied  up  with  an  annual  report  sent  to  all  veteran  organizations. 

Other  states  have  taken  action  similar  to  these  reported  here.    Any  state  that 
may  have  missed  this  chance  to  get  information 'out  to  the  veterans  and  to 
others  about  the  services  we  are  charged  with  performing  is  reminded  that  it 
still  is  not  too  late, 

JOT  DOM  A  NOTE 


Some  county  supervisors  seem  to  have  a  bit  of  news  for  their  local  nev/spapers 
/       and  radio  stations — almost  every  week.    Others  rarely  get  anything  to  their 
local  papers  or  farm  radio  reporters.     This  fact  shows  up  in  clippings  sent 
in  from  the  State  Offices  and  in  state  newsletters. 

Arkansas,  IViississippi,  Oklahoma,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Indiana,  North  Dakota,  Mis- 
souri, Iowa,  Ohio,  Oregon-''feshington--are  a  few  of  the  states  in  which  many 
county  offices  currently  appear  to  be  good  news  sources  for  local  papers  and 
stations.    Other  states  could  be  listed.     Those  named  happen  to  be  the  ones 
with  most  recent  evidences  of  a  good  news  gathering  and  news  spreading  prac-  ■ 
tice  in  county  offices. 

In  these  states  and  others,  they  report  that  several  county  supervisors  make 
a  practice  of  jotting  down  each  day  something  that  came  to  their  attention 
while  on  field  trips  or  during  visits  mth  people  in  the  county  offices. 

State  Directors  say  these  scraps  of  information  may  or  may  not  be  items  entered 
in  forms  or  in  records  kept  officially.     They  may  be  jotted  doym  in  the  field 
folder  or  on  an  extra  note-pad.    They  require  but  little  time.     They  can't  be 
forgotten, 

A  collection  of  these  brief  notes  provides  the  supervisor  with  an  amazing 
storehouse  of  items  that  fit  many  needs.     Tliey  help  him — and  others — when 
calling  on  families.     The  extra  note-pad  can  be  one  of  his  handiest  and  most 
used  reference  sources. 

Here  are  typical  notes  taken  from  a  superilsor's  note-pad:    Frank  Lane  liming 
20-acre  field... Joe  Wilkins  drained  five  acres  swampy  land  Friday,  helped  by 
neighbor  Milt  Jones  and  Harry  Mason  of  SCS.    Bought  farm  from  Joe  Doaks  with 
First  National  Bank  loan  through  I M  program. . .New  baby  girl  Thursday,  Sam  and 
Ella  Brown,  name  Frances  Lou.    Brovms  rented  Bert  Filers  farm,    Sam  wounded 
YJW  2.    Expect  have  good  herd  BroMi  Swiss. .  .County  committee  (John  Mays,  Henry 
Jackson,  Frank  Franklin)  met  on  business,  county  office,  Mqmday. . .  and  so  on 
and  on.  / 
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None  of  these  items  rake  vvnrld-shskir-g  news,  but  "they  -ire  exnc-'.,Iy  v;hat  tho 
lociil  country  editors  v/?nt  to  knov;  •'.bj'it.    V/ritten  up  and  printed  in  the  • 
local  papor  or  renticned  on  n  radio  profram,  th';y  raV's  b  :'6ter  c'lcp'iT^tors  out 
of  Lane,  Vdlkrr.s,  Jones,  .'.iHSon,  Doaks,  Urst  Tiaticnal  Hank,  thi  Brov-r.s,  Sllc^rs, 
Mays,  Jackson  and  Franklin. 

Gettine;  the  itcr.s  also  n-;akes  bobttr  cco} .'::'rators  cut  cf  the  local  newspapers 
and  radio  stations.    With  simf.lar  iteiTiS  appearinc  -.V'  ck  after  we-Jc,  khr-vvlodr^o 
of  the  Farmers  Hor.e  Administration  and  its  good  fan>'  nanapeTT.ent  vork  lineally 

grov.  in  the  min^Is  cf  'Jhe  readers.    Merchants  and  oth  r  b'sin.      r.en  read 
theso  items,  too.     TViey  cov.e  fcc  link  Fam.ers  Home  Altb  the  oth'r      rr-cs  that 
are  interwoven  i-.ito  cfTimurity  life,    Pe':rle  become  Jntere^ted — and  interested 
people  are  a  necessarj-  ba 3ki,r':^und  for  effective  two-way  coop';ratj  on  Vv-lth  the 
borroTrver  far.ilies.    It  leads  to  b...tter  farrrdrig  and  better  Divj.n,;?. 

One  or  two  spurts  of  this  ■  note-pad' ■■ctivity  prcbablv  vdll  not  pr-duce  mea.-jur- 
able  results — but  the  note-pad  liabit  ■v^.'-'} ,    A';k  those  sbpervisor.T  whr  l  ave 
the  habit. 

LONG- rra  S'''PP.RVISOR  ICOKC  AT  7^  riCTI.P.?. 

"Lcokin';?  baclc.I  lil:e  ;vhat  I  sfj,"  Y»rote  c^'inty  G-jfierv:' sor  Leva.  S.  Sidfrwick 
of  fe'arshall  county,  South  Dakota,  in  a  lebtt.r  r.pr>t ari n.<T  iu  th.^  state's  nofo's- 
letter,  "Farmicrs  Hcn'o  Roundup."    Ke  has  vcorked  ra  th  -i^he  Farm.ers  Ficmc  Adminis- 
tration "from  3-ts  inception,  through  itc  ohan;>':s  cf  name,  and,  all  the  way, 
it  was  the  farm.er  and  his  nt;eds  that  received  al2     f  cur  athenticn,"    Si  j'-'- 
wick  remembers  that  in  1932;  farm  opei'at'.rs  had  airost  in s'ii"mour table  problems 
which  had  t'^  bo  a'otackv;d  from,  every  side — through  lonns,  sup'-^i'vision,  fxund 
farm  plans,  debt  adjustment,  and  ,;^rart3.     "'/;>:;  e  f  i.he  F"A  p''rsonn"l,"  h;  said, 
"had  to  'feel'  air  way  ov.r  untried  paths  in  those  dr^ys." 

Here's  mrre  of  Sedpwick's  letter:    In  1932,  m-sL   'f  '.ur  farrr.rrs  wer':  vlthovt 
resources,  vdthout  livestock  and  seed.     They  oc  .ildn't  pay  the.i  r  taxes  and 
didn't  have  credit.    f'03t  chattels  nr.d  been  f orccl'.->3od  '.vh'in  banks  broke  all 
over  the  rridv/est  in  the  '20s.    G^vemn  .nt  cre-.lit  seericd  tj  be  the  answer  to 
some  of  the  human  suffering.    Foderal  funds  v^^re  approprinteo  f/T  1  ans  tc 
buy  livestock,  seed,  and  to  pay  Cor  farm.  Ciperatinjr  and  subsist-once.    In  many 
situations  medical  aid  was  imperative.    In  the  irore  reedy  -.ases  we  included 
funds  for  cook  stoves,  scv.lng  machines  and  iraoy  cth.,r  articles  for  the  hom.e. 

vVe  rade  Vimij  loans  to  buy  breedin.-'  stock,  then  mad-  supplemental  3  oars  to  k'.op 
the  she-stock  on  the  farr.s.    ITic  d<ry  '30s  had  brou^^ht  diso./i;r'jgem'-;rt,  but  the 
FHA  stayed  by  the  borrovj'^rs  unoil  rehabili.tati      vas  ss5i;r-.d.         l')/l,  ovor 
a  rdllion  fai-m.urs  had  Ken  hel-vod  vdth  FFA  crooit,     'he  were  on  the  riglit  track. 
Rural  p^)verty  Aas  being  allevi-?te'i  in  no  small  way.     There  ha'.l  bt,en  hardly 
au'  ther  credit  source  risking  caoital  to  sV^ck  up  ''ur     uth  Dakota  farms, 
iil^hen  war  broke  out  in  19/-il  w^;  fc.md  ci;r  pra:ri;.s  •veil  sfcoclced  with  ";attle  and 
sheep—largely  from  :^;'A  l^.-ans,     m  found  bouf,  pork,  m\i';.t.jn,  wfol,  ar;d  dairy 
products  liere,  v.hich  was  a  ;.;reat  national  ass  t  f  r  both  g.-lditrs  and  civilians. 

The  depression  came.    AL'.'.rst,  c-^ernight  the  Uni~ed  States  had  changed  f r .  ir  a 
debtor  to  a  credit-rr  nati'-n  due  to  war.    V^o  failed  to  chan'-?e  our  econo^rdc 
thinking  to  I'it  th^^  time,     we  rais»:,d  cur  tariffs  ard  foreign  trade  fell  off, 
Emplojmient  drcpped  to  lev/  levels.    Then  in  1920,  when  the  great  crash  cam^e 
and  brought  such  disaster  t.:  our  oa3tf;rn  cities,  our  economists  began  U)  I'^ok 


around  to  see  what  caused  the  "hard  tirruis."  They  found  that  if  the  farmer  has 
no  purchasing  poorer,  no  group  in  our  nation  can  rerrain  prosperous.  Tiiey  found 
the  farmer  to  be  the  weak  link  in  our  economic  chain — that  national  prosperity 
depends  greatly  on  the  well-being  of  the  people  on  our  farms.  illA  was  to  play 
an  important  part  in  reconstruction  work  to  correct  the  situati'"^n. 

The  Tenant  Purchase  loans  came  in  1937.    FHA  found  a  way  to  satisfy  men's 
desire  to  cwn  thtlr  own  farm.s  and  prepare  ~f or  security  in  later  years.  There 
was  no  more  free  land  such  as  the  earlier  pioneers  found.    'Ihe  problem  is 
being  solved  through  FIiA  B'ami  OwT!cr.?hip  loans.     There  continues  to  be,  an  in- 
creasing dem.and  for  the  family- type  farm  loans.    In  1950^  m^any  fai-niers  have 
these  loans  entirely  paid  up,  years  ahead  of  schedule.    Results  ar-.?  beyond 
expectations. 

Now,  in  1950,  I  see  these  farm.ers  talcing  better  care  of  their  soil,  using  bet- 
ter seed,  employing  better  fann  practices,  raising  larger  and  better  gardens. 
I  see  increased  efficiency  in  farm^  and  home  managem.ent.    I  see  electricity  in 
borrowers'  homes,  see  them,  putting  in  water  systems,  planting  shelter  belts, 
shrubbery,  and  making  ether  hcm.c  improvements.    It  is  1950,  and  I  ask  miys^elf : 
Has  FHA  succeeded  in  rehabilitating  the  farm  family/?    Has  it  helped  farm  chil- 
dren to  better  education,  better  nutrition  and  health?    Has  it  brought  better 
m.orale?    Has '  it  helped  the  businessmen  in  the  towns,  the  counties,  the  states, 
and  the  nation?    Yes.    Best  of  all,  I  see  faith  restored.    For  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  the  fanner  rise  up  on  the  ecvnomdc  ladder  and  o\m  his  farm  and  his 
livestock  debt-free^  see  him  hold  his  head  high  in  pride  after  overcoming  the 
obstacles,-  I  feel  vjell  r-^paid  for  the  part  I  have  had  in  this  vjork.    One  of 
m.y  farmer  friends  told  me:    "I  am  as  independent  as  a  man  can  be,    I  oy.ti  my 
own  farm,  livestock  and  machinery,  and  I  have  a  fev;  rjovernment  bonds  for  a  rainy 
day.    I  would  never  have  had  a  ch'o.ice  if  it  had  rot  been  for  tl-ie  FHA." 

I,  as  a  s-'jpervisor,  have  found  that  fanners  have  courage.  Tb;ey  labor  hard  and 
long,  and  deserve  success.  I  believe  in  the  FHA  and  look  upon  it  as  a  program 
full  of  promise  for  the  betterm.ent  of  the  rural  people. 

Lest  we  forget,  the  farm.er  iaust  continue  to  have  a  crLdit  program  that  fits 
his  needs.    I  hope  he  can  keep  the  gains  he  has  made.    Our  younger  fanners 
mtust  know  that  prosperity  is  to  be  earned  by  eternal  \'igilance.    Farmers  should 
keep  interested  in  national  and  ?wrld  affairs  and  be  alert  to  economic  trends. 
They  must  v/ork  together  for  laws  and  programs  so  depression  and  ruin  will  never 
again  come  to  the  Am-erican  farmer. 

R£PRE3ENTATr\/E  AOTvITIES  IN  S^^ATES 

Ivlontana  ^  . 

State  Director  Jim  Keane;,  Montana,  told  his  state  cor.ference  that  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  county  supervisor  in  infonation  work  is  li.sbed  first — on  purpose. 
Next  comes  the  State  DirectCT's  responsibili, ty,  then  the  National  Office,  "If 
the  supervisors  do  a  si'amd  information  job,  the  work  at  the  state  and' national 
levels  becom.es  immeasurably  easier.    If  supervisors  do  a  poor  job,  work  at  the 
state  and  national  levels  is  of  little  value."    Keane  went  ahead  -  nd  stressed 
the  need  for  calenda.ring  infonuation  work  in  advancti,  and  said  gaining  the  coop- 
eration of  others  locally  vdll  bring  a  better  knowledge  of  FHA's  objectives  to 
"the  farmers  who  need  the  agency's  services,  the  Congress,  the  general  public, 
and  the  agricultural  and  cixn.c  leaders."  .  ' 
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And  here  is  another  Keane  observation:    "1/i/hen  a  supervisor  becomes  a  part  of 
the  community  in  v.'hich  he  works,  his  program  is  v/ell  kno-'.»m  and  publicized. 
He  doesn't  have  to  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  a.:;enda  for  agricultural  meetings; 
rather,  farm  organizations  and  other  groups  are  inviting  him  to  participate  in 
their  meetings."    Incidentally,  Mr.  Keane  hir.self  w?s  asked  to  be  an  honored 
guest  and  speaker  at  the  State  Legion  convention  at  Helena  the  last  week  in 
July.    He  accepted,  of  course. 

Minnesota  1 

As  a  result  of  work  over  a  long  period  of  time  by  FI-LA  people,  3CS  has  set  up 
two  districts  in  light  soils  areas  near  the  IVdn  Cities  long  overlooked  by 
other  agencies.    FHA  borrowers  are  expected  to  have  preference  by  SCS  in  ser- 
vices rendered  in  these  districts   Almost  all  counties  now  have  veterans 

on  comjnittees. . . .  State  Office  personnel  who  attended  the  Knudsen  award  cere- 
monial breakfast  at  "^allaar,  put  on  by  Skclly  Oil,  heard  f'vnudsen  devote  much  of 
his  talk  to  telling  of  the  help  he  and  his  family  got  through  FHk  loan  and 
service. 

North  Dakota 

County  supervisor  Truman  Wold  at  Mott,  North  Dakota,  was  elected  State  Vice 
Commander  of  the  /anerican  Legion, 

Indiana 

County  supervisor  Herman  Graper,  assisted  by  the  SOS  supervisor  and  the  Veterans' 
Officer  of  the  county,  invited  all  agricultural  veterans  in  Greene  county  to  a 
meeting  held  in  Bloomfield.     The  251  v.,terans  who  attundt.-d  spent  the  evening 
discussing  tho  FHA  program's  operation  in  the  county.     This  was  the  third  such 
meeting  in  the  state,  and  State  Director  Ralph  Philliope  exr^ectod  all  counties 
to  hold  similar  meetings  by  the  end  of  August, 

Mr.  Phillippe  has  his  field  representatives  assemble  files  of  newspaper  clip- 
pings ,  appearing  in  their  areas  during  the  year.    He  reported  on  three  files 
containing  more  than  150  clippings,  each  showing  the  date  published  and  the 
paper's  narae.     The  clippings  cover  the  entire  program  with  news  stories,  edi- 
torials and  feature  articles  with  pictures. 

South  Dakota 

State  Logion  convention  adopted  a  resolution  relating  to  the  sunervised  credit 
program  of  FH/i,  and  telling  how  veterans  had  been  heloed.    State  Director 
E.  R.  Arneson  and  Chairman  Charles  Nicda  of  the  State  m\  Comjtiittee  v;cre  called 
upon  to  report  on  the  program.    By  means  of  Drepared  material,  they  showed  that 
62  percent  of  the  year's  P£-.S  loans  had  gone  to  veterans  as  well  as  50  percent 
of  all  other  tj'-pes  of  loans. 

Representatives  of  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation,  Soil  Conservaticn  Service,  and 
Extension  Service  conducted  a  tour  for  the  State  FHA  Advisory  comrrdtt^je  earlier 
in  the  summer.     They  visited  some  FO  farm.s,  some  pattern  irrigation  farms,  and 
saw  practical  demonstrations  of  flood  and  sprinkler  irrigation. 
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Utah  ' 

Members  of  the  State  Office  staff,  Utah  county  supervisors ,  and  assistant  super- 
visors spent  a  day  in  early  August  ab  the  Logan  Experiment  Station.    •Thc  'fic  jti  da- 
arranged  by  the  State  Office,  perraitted  a  study  of  recent  developments  in  exper-' 
imental  work  being  carried  on  at  the  College. 

Texas 

Hm.ely  Texas  Topics  says  m.any  county  super'^/isors  take  part  in  civic  and  veteran 
group  activities  such  as  Rotary,  Lions,  Kiwanis,  American  Legion  and  VM. 
County  supervisor  Sullivan  at  San  Angelo,  Senior  Vice  Commander  of  the  local  VFW 
post,  helped  dedicate  a  $20,000  hall  and  netted  much  publicity.     "This  type 
of  public  relations,"  TTT  said,  "strengthens  the  supervisor  and  his  job  is  made 
easier.    It  is  a  fine  way  to  promote  -the  interests  of  Farmers  Home  and  \vhat  it 
is  doing  to  safeguard  the  stability  of  the  family- type  homes  of  the  countrj'", " 

Representative  Wright  Patman  recently  addressed  a  county-wide  combination  FHA 
tour  and  soil  im.provement  contest  in  Lamar  county,  Texas.    Big  and  little 
farmers,  farm  leaders,  agency  representatives  and  business  men  attended.  Cash 
prizes  running  into  hundreds  of  dollars  were  avjarded  for  better  farming. 
Timely  Texas  Topics,  reporting  the  m.eeting  and  tour,  concluded,  "The  farm 
tour  is  the  best  way  to  let  our  representatives  in  Congress  knov;  ?re  are  carrjr- 
ing  out  the  program  that  they  support  by  their  votes  and  interest.    It  is  an  • 
obligation  we  owe  to  our  Congressmen." 

Mississippi 

The  Rural  Minister  of  the  lear  in  Mississippi  is  a  member  of  the  State  FHA  Advi- 
sory Committee,  Rev.  Guy  L.  Sigrest.    The  Progressive  Farm.er  conferred  that 
honor  on  him  because  of  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of  farm,  people,  particularly 
the  little  farmier.    Brought  up  on  a  Scott  county  farm,  he  graduated  from.  Missis- 
sippi State  College  and  taught  Vo-Ag  for  several  years  before  errbering  the 
mdnistry, ..  Responding  to  a  special  invitation  for  FHA  to  be  represented  at  the 
VFW  Annual  Encampmient  in  Biloxi,  county  supervisor  C.  F.  Burril,  Bay  St.  Louis, 
active  VFW  member,  explained  FHA  services  to  veterans  at  the  Encamipment.  The 
WY{  Adjutant  expressed  appreciation  to  State  Director  Ben  Fatherree  for  Burril' s 
fine  perf orm^ance. . . . 

The  Mississippi  Information  Bulletin  No.  7,  July  21,  does  an  excellent  job  of 
informdng  employees  about  the  administrative  management  processes  in  the  state. 
It  encourages  em.ployees  to  take  part  in  all  phases  of  managem.ent.    Each  state 
office  could  get  some  ideas  out  of  this  number  and  pass  them  on. 

Wyoming 

An  array  of  Fanners  Home  record  books  showing  farm  and  home  records  completed 
up  to  December  31,  194-9,  will  let  Yi/yoraing  State  Fair  visitors  at  Sheridan  see 
how  the  families  improve  their  living  through  better  farm.ing.    Families  are 
competing  for  valuable  prizes  for  the  best  kept  records  in  a  contest  sponsored  ' 
by  the  Fair  Board  and  suggested  by  State  Director  Kenneth  Bell  and  his  staff. 
County  offices  send  the  bocks  to  the  Fair  after  covering  the  families'  names 
and  substituting  numbers. 


IN  THIS  ISSUE 

The  county  office  is  the  show  windoy;  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administrationo 
Through  the  county  office  and  the  work  beinp;  done  locally  and  out  on  the 
borrowers'  farms  John  Q,  Public  gets  his  impressions  of  the  whole  program. 
This  issue  of  Not^s.^and  Quotes  tells  v/hat  county  supervisors  are  doing  to 
let  the  people  know  about  borrovrers'  accomplishments — and  why  they,  the 
people,  should  understand  that  the  program  is  a  community  activity  v/orthy  of 
their  support.    Material  in  this  issue  falls  into  five  claSvSif ications  or 
parts  which  are  briefly  mentioned  here  on  the  cover  page  'and  dealt  with  more 
fully  on  the  f ollc  vdng  pages. 

ONE  —  Checkouts  and  Annual  FQ  Meetings 

A  well-planned  annual  FO  borrowers'  meeting  can  brinf'  into  focus  almost  all 
activities  such  as  those  reported  in  this  issue.    Emphasis  on  checkouts  and 
annual  meetings  is  timely.    It's  time  now  for  supervisors  to  be  planning  for 
themt 

■  HQ  ~  Community  Affairs 

The  best  borrower  supervision  is  linked  with  community  service^  Different 
approaches  to  this  subject  are  shovm  in  the  articles  headed,  "T'lembership 
in  Local  Organizations,"  "County  Ag  Agencies  Under  One  Roof,"  and  "They 
Belong  to  the  Community," 

THREE  ~  Some  Special  Activities 

Hew  supervisors  have  used  special  opportunities,  or  have  taken  action  to  meet 
local  conditions,  come  to  light  iinder  these  headings:    "Farm  Record  Book 
Prizes,"  "Japanese  Visitors  Lock   at  County  Program,"  "Servicing  by  Airwave," 
and  "Supervisors  Boost  Grass  Program," 

FOUR  ~  Work  with  County  Committees 

Three  different  slants  on  work  of  county  committeemen,  past  and  present,  are 
brought  out  under  "Still  in  Harness,"  and  "Praise  County  Comrdttee  Vnork," 

FIVE       State  Activities  Briefs 

This  collection  of  pertinent  items  has  been  gathered  principally  from  items 
appearing  in  state  newsletters  and  State  Directors'  monthly  reports  to  the 
Admi  ni  s  tr  a  t  or  o 


SUPERVISOR  SHCWS  PROGRAM  THROUGH  FO  MEETINGS 


Checkouts  and  annual  FO  meetings  are  .just  around  the  comer.    The  time  for 
county  supervisors  to  prepare  for  them  is  here  now.    The  FO  Division  has 
repeatedly  stressed  the  importance  of  these  meetings  and  has  offered  msny 
helpful  aids  and  suggestions  so  that  all  county  offices  may,  if  they  "wishj 
hold  successful  and  purposeful  meetings « 

By-Products 

Careful,  thoughtful  preparations  pave  the  way  for  successful  meetings.  The 
meetings,  in  turn,  lay  the  foundation  for  more  effective  supervision — which 
pays  off  in  better  farm  living  through  better  farm  and  home  practices <>  Good 
FO  arjiual  meetings  produce  valuable  by-products,  one  of  v/hich  is  better  public 
relations — the  opportum.ty  to  let  the  public  know  v^hat  borrower  families 
are  accomplishing. 

Checkouts  and  annual  FO  meetings  afford  the  opportunity  for  families  to 
examine  their  progress  or  lack  of  it,  see  their  good  results  and  their  mis- 
takes, and  plan  for  next  year  b^,"  using  last  year  as  a  guidee    A  capable  super- 
visor plans  some  point  or  points  to  stress  in  his  meetingo    Pictures  and 
color  slides  heighten  interest  and  drive  points  hom.eo    Well  prepared  charts 
clarify  what  he  has  to  say©    Much  of  this  material  is  equally  useful  in 
showing  the  general  public  what  has  been  accom.plished  by  FHA  families o 

Let  People  Know 

The  meetings  and  preliminary  work,  and  the  results,  have  a  tremendous  public 
relations  valueo    The  supervisor  picks  up  a  v/ealth  of  information.    It's  his 
opportunity  and  responsibility  to  see  that  community  leaders,  newspapers, 
farm  papers,  veterans'  publications,  radio  stations  and  others  get  this 
informaticn.  while  it  is  still  fresh  newso 

The  meeting  itself  is  news,  vdth  opportunities  to  use  names.    "What  the  pro- 
gram means  to  local  agriculture  and  to  the  community  is  interesting  newse 

HoYT.  to  take  the  supervisor's  accumulated  information  and  convert  it  into 
p^iblic  information  is  not  too  difficult  a  problem.    Committee  members  can 
be  used,  but  should  not  be  expected  to  carry  the  whole  load*    They  are  well 
equipped,  after  taking  part  in  good  meetings,  to  go  before  county  agricul- 
tural leaders,  civic  clubs,  and  farm  gatherings  to  tell  specific  things 
about  the  FHA  program  and  about  the  meetings.    Supervisors  can  isee  that 
reports  get  to  veterans'  meetings  and  similar  groups.    Slides,  charts,  and 
other  aids  can  be  used  over  and  over. 

Annual  meetings  give  the  supervisor  definite  material  v;hich  he  can  present 
to  the  public  through  any  of  the  channels  he  ordinarily  uses — or  should  use. 

It  boils  down  to  this:    The  annual  FO  borrowers'  meeting^  plus  planm.ng  and 
work,  can  be  one  of  the  county's  important  affairs*    It  can  yield,  improved 
farming  and  favorable  public  reactionc 
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MEMBERSHIP  IN  LOCAL  _ORGAN.IZATTONS 

How  deeply  rooted  in  their  coimnnnities  are  the  county  supervisors?    One  state 
office  reported  a  fairly  good  number  in  veteran  and  professional  organizations 
but  with  low  representation  in  civic  groups. 


Supervisors  and  Assistant  Supervisors  repp rt ^membe.r s hip  in; 


American  Legion 

16 

Moose 

3 

Veteran  Foreign  Vfers 

3 

Farm  Bureau 

17 

D.  A.  V, 

1 

USDA  Council 

23 

Vetc^ran's  Advisory  Como 

13 

Agrif  Workers  Club 

:> 

Kiwanis 

T.  B,  Asso. 

3 

Lions 

o  •  ■ 

Cattlemen's  Asso. 

D 

IlU  Lid.X  J 

3 

wounX/y  viar  -ooaro. 

K      nf  P 
iv»    OX  l» 

J. 

jrrox  »  ivoriter  '  s  LiJud 

o 

<. 

rcuri  uan 

Boy  Scouts 

in 

i-U 

Am^  SoCp  Agri.  Engineers 

1 

uiicii  e  -Lxo  ws 

o 
<. 

vnamDwr  oi  L^onmejce 

4 

in  b-o 

JliXKS 

4 

Co.  Rural    Health  Commo 

o 

Development  Asso, 

1 

Clerks 

report  me  nib 

ership  in: 

American  Legion  Aux, 

1 

Farm  Bureau 

1 

V.  F.-  1. 

1 

A gri .  V/orke  r '  s  C lub 

2 

Kiy/anis 

Beta  Sigma  Phi 

1 

-U 

Business  &  Prof,  Womens 

Club 

7 

Prof»  Vforker^'s  Grov.p 

1 

Woman's  Club  and  Jr,  lU 

c. 

4 

Civic  Council 

1 

Eastern  Star 

2 

Future  Business  L^iaders 

1 

Zonta  Intern'l 

l' 

COUrJTY  AG  AGENCIES  UI^DER  ^NE  ROOF  . 

"When  Yell  County,  Arkansas,  farmers  have  business  to  transact  wj.th  one  of 
their  four  agriailtural  ag(..ncies,  they  go  into  a  new  110  by  40  foot,  one  story 
building  com.pleted  July  1,  1950.    It  is  the  lell  Countj'-  v7ar  Memorial  Agricul- 
tural Building  in  Danville,  housing  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  Production 
and  Marketing  Administration,  County  Agent  of  the  Extension  Service,  and  the 
Farmers  Hom©^  Administration., 

The  modern  structure  is  the  result  of  plans  first  worl<ed  out  by  FH/Js  county 
supervisor,  J.  Raymond  Pledger,  the  heads  of  the  other  agencies,  and  in 
cooperation  with  leading  farmers  and  business  men.    Pledger  worked  closely 
with  County  Judge  Morris  T^foore  v.tio  helped  convince  the  'Quorum  Court  that  the 
building  would  be  a  public  asset.    This  Court,  made  up  of  the  justices  of 
the  peace,  is  similar  to  a  county  commission  in  some  other  states.    It  has 
jurisdiction  over  spending  county  fundSo    The  new  building  cost  $14,500  and 
was  paid  for  vdth  reserve  funds  of  the  county. 

Farmers  Home  Administration  engines rs' working  Saturdays  and  evenings  provided 
engineering  servj.ces  and  advice.    FHA  State  Director  J.  V,  Highfill,  Little 
Rock,  says  he  hopes  the  Yell  County  project  will  set  the  pattern  for  many 
other  communities. 
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Danville  and  Yell  Co\mty  citizens  are  proud  of  the  new  building,  and  feel 
they  have  taken  a  lead  in  constructing  a  building  to  house,  rent  free,  all 
agencies  identified  with  the  county's  agricultural  development,    Mtc  Highfill 
reports^  "The  building  represents  not  only  a  memorial  to  those  patriots  who 
gave  their  lives  in  V/orld  War  II,  but  j.t  also  represents  a  memorial  to  the 
cooperation  which  can  be  brought  about  by  careful  planning  and  unselfish 
dyvotion  to  a  worthwhile  project  in  a  iniral  area." 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  been  vigorously  pushing  a  national  program 
which  it  hopes  will  eventually  result  in  county  agricultural  buildings  in 
all  3iOOO  countieso    To  date  about  50  siich  buildings  have  been  erected  by 
civic-minded  local  groups  such  as  those  of  Yell  County,  Arkansas,  Most 
progress  to  date  has  been  in  South  Carolina,  v/here  county  agricultural  build- 
ings house  all  or  most  of  the  U3DA  agencies <> 

THEY  BELONG  TO  TIIE  COmiUMITY 

Here's  a  record  to  shoot  at,    Coffey  County  (Kansas)  supervisor  H.  Ar  Dressier, 
and  County  office  clerk,  Eary  Lou  Belong  of  the  sanie  office,  have  an  excellent 
background  of  public  relations,  as  pointed  out  in  the  staters  August  nevvs- 
letter.  Passing  It  On,    Dressier  helped  organize  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Coffey-Woodson  Cow  Testing  Association  (DHIA) ^  helped  organize  and  is  secre- 
tary of  a  local  artificial  breeding  association,  and  is  Club  Leader  of  a 
4.-H  Club  that  won  a  blue  ribbon  on  their  county  fair  booth.    The  Club's 
demonstration  team  won  a  red  ribbon  at  the  Topelca  State  Fair  last  fall. 
Dressier  directs  the  Club*s  chorus  v^hich  won  first  place  in  the  county  musical  i 
festival  last  March,  ■ 

He  is  in  demand  as  auctioneer  and  as  MC  at  various  school  and  community 
affairs.    Ke  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  Burlington  Comm.ercial  Club^  Farmers 
Union,  Grange,  County  Farm  Bureau,  REA  and  SCS.    He.  acted  as  Santa  Claus 
at  five  Christmas  programs  in  19486    He  lives  a  few  miles  out  of  Burling-  * 
ton,  the  county  seat,  and  3  to  5  high  school  students  have  been  riding  back 
and  forth  to  school  with  him  for  several  years,    lie  is  a  recognized  authority 
cn  dairying  and  has  made  two  trips  to  Wisconsin  recently  to  develop  a  sovirce 
of  good  dairy  stock  for  FHA  borrow^ers. 

Miss  Delong  has  organized  and  directs  a  high  school  band  and  glee  club  which 
has  played  at  the  county  fair  for  the  pa.st  three  years.    She  serves  on  the 
publicity  and  mu.siG  committees  of  Burlington's'  Business  and  Professional 
Women's  Club,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Christian  Church  at  Strawn,  her  home 
community c    She  is  a  member  of  the  Old  Fashioned  Gospel  Quartet  which  enter- 
tains in  the  county  and  tht'oughout  the  state, 

FARit  RECORD  BOOK  PRIZES  .  , 

The  farm  fairdly  record  book  took  its  place  along  vdth  prize  livestockj  grain 
and  other  products  of  Viyoming's  best  farmers  in  the  Wyoming  State  Fair  held 
at  Douglas  August  30  througji  Septem.ber  2, 


In  a  farm  record  book  conti.st  open  to  all  operating,  i^rjaers-dn --the  v.sta.te 
first,  second  and  third  places  went  to  operators  keeping  books  in  connec- 
tion with  Farmers  Home^Adminisirat'ion  loans.    The  winners' vre re  Harry  H, 
Brecht,  Platte  County j  "Raymond  0,  Haul,- Goshen- county,  and  Ivan  Needens, 
Sheridan  county,  ~ Moderate  ■  cash  prizes  "and  ribbons  were  awarded  by  the 
judges.    The  Fair' board  askc>d  VictoT  Jo  Stalick  of  Don^jlas,  FHA  county 
supervisor,  to  act  as  one  of  the' judges, "   Names  and  identities  of  families 
submitting  the  record  books  were  covered  durtng  the  judging,'   Interest  shown 
in  the  contest  this  year,  the  state  office  reported,  indicated  tfiat  a  better 
contest  involving' a  more  general  response  from  farm  families  in  the  state 
will  lead  to  increased  prizes  for  future  coiitests,  - 

JAPANESE  VISITORS  LOOK  AT  COUNTY  PROGRAM  ' 

People  in' Japan  ar6  going  to  kno^'  more  about  how ■  Am.orican  farm  families  live 
and  why  they  enjoy  living  v^hen  they  see  pictures  filmed  this  summ.er  by  V/arner 
Brothers  movie  production  people  in  the  Ihdison  county,  Ohio, ' farm  home  of 
the  John  Gray  family,  FHA  borrowers.  ♦ 

Two  Japanese  women,  leaders  in  home  oconom.ics  work  in  their  country,  were 
among  the  several  who  were  brought  to  America  by  an  American- woman  serving 
on  General  MacArthur*s  staff  to  see  how  we  do  things  here.    They  went  first 
to  Ohio  State  University,  and  from  there  to  several  coirinnini ties,  for  a..^. 
first-hand  look  at  American  fandly  life.    The  John  Graysj  selected  as  a 
typical' farm  family  to  visit,  are  vrorking  closely  with  the  county  FHA  super- 
visor in  improving  their  farm  which  they  are' buyi  ng  with  a  farm,  ownership 
loan.    In  this'  home  the  Japanese- v;omen  saw- a  v/ell-planned  home  where  the 
children  take  part  in  4--H  club'  work  and  v/here  all  family  m.embcrs  are  active 
in  such  comnunity  affairs  as  school,  church,  farm  organizations  and  other 
types  of  neighborhood  activities, 

Filminp  the  picture  took  about  a  week.    Emphasis  v/as  on  small  ev-ry-day 
details  which  showed  hov/  these  family  members  cooperated  with  each  other- 
and  hov;  they  fit  into  a  pleasant  community,  life  including  v/orking with  the 
county  home  demonstration  agent  and  other  agricultural  leaders. 

The  Japanese  women  are  talcing  th(^  film.'  and      store  of  first-h''.nd  information 
back  vdth  them^    They  Ix^lieve  they  have  something  that  vvill  contribute  to 
Japanese  progress  and  acceptance  of  Democracy, 

SERVICINn-  BY  AIRMVE 

FHA  office-to-lborrower  radio  communicatiori  teast  take  the  place  of  ordinary 
mail  correspondence  or  telephone  calls  in  Alaska  when  distance,  time,  climate 
and  travel  diffi  cultie^a  make  it  necessary.    The  radio  station  in  Anchorage, 
Alaska,  ha.*^  supplied  the  "servicing  by  ainfave"  as  reported  "by  the  st^'te 
office  at  Portland,  Oregon,    "iVhen  other ' m.c a ns  fail.  Area  Supervi^sor  Anderson 
of  FHA  calls  on  the  radio  station'and  the  messages  go  out  telling  certain 
individuals  that  their  loan  checks  are  at'the  FHii'.office,    Full  particulars 
are  given  on  the' air,  and  the  bcrrowefs  know  wheh  i:b  come  to  the  office-:~and 
they  always  come  in  "right  on  the  dot"  the  report  says'. 


SUPERVISORS  BOOST  GRASS  PROGRAM 


County  FHA ,  supervi'sors  in  Michigan -arc  very  mch  in  the  picture  in  the  stste- 
vvide  drive  for  raore  and  better  grass,.    The  state's  activity  report  for  August 
was  Yirholly  devoted  to  the  Michigan  Grass  Program  being  carried, out  by  the 
USDA  Council  mth  full  cooperation  of  county  s\ipervisors  and  the  state  staff 
of  F¥u\»    The  Mchigan  report  is  qijotedj    "The  purpose  of  the  ♦Good  Farming 
With  Good  Grass*  pi-ogram  is  to  bring  to  the  people  of  Michigan  the  advan-- 
tages  of  improved  incomes  and  conservation  of  the  soil  by  encouraging  the 
■wise  use  of  more  and  better  grasses  in  farming."    The  use  of  grass  •will  be  •:; 
encouraged  in  the  following  Ways : 

!•    Green  manures  and  cover  crops.,  aspocially  in  cash  crop  rotation,. 
2,    Adequate  acreages  of  good  hay  and  pasture  on  livestock  farms. 
3»;    Increased  use  of  grass  on  rolling  land  subject  to  erosion* 

4.  «    Sodded  water^vays  in  all  water  courses* 

5.  Better  yields  of  all  grasses  through  use  of  approved  seeding 
practices,  ■  , 

6.  Gromng  and  harvesting  of  more  adapted  grass  seeds  where  practical* 
7*    Use  of  grass  in  feeding  livestock  in  the  form  of  pasture,,  hay  and 

silage, 

STILL  IN  PIARMESS 

Men  who  have  been  members  of  county  FHA  corrimittees  can  be,,  and  usually  are,., 
of  great  help  in  the  local  administration  of ,  the  program  after  their  terms 
of  office  expire.    They're  still  in  harhess*.   In  some  instances,,  a  look  back 
on  the  work  they  have  done  arxi  the  influence  they  have  had  is  just  a  little 
surprising  to  them.    Both  these  points  are  brought  out  by  reports  from  such 
■widely  separated  points  as  Maine  and  North  Dakota, 

Math  Botheim,  a  former  county  committeeman  living  in    Nfjw  England, .  North 
Dakota,  recently  wrote  to  State  Director  Walter  J, , Maddock,  "For  a  good  many 
years  now,  starting  with  the  FERA,  later  Tdth  FSA  and  now  the  FHA^ .  I  ha.vG 
v.'orked  with  a  great  number  of  supervisors,  m.et  and  got  acquainted  with 
others  connected  i\lth  this  v;ork  including  men  from  the  State  office,  and 
they  have  all  been  , ,  •  the  kind  one  likcis  to  know  and  enjojrs  working  vdth*- . 
So  ?;hen  you  say  I  am  still  one  of  the  gang,,  it  makes  me  feel  a^wfully  good* 
It  has  been  very  interesting  to- me  to  be  a  part  of  this  great  organization 
that  functions  entirely  for  the  purpose  of  helping  others— a  very  unusual 
thing  in  this  day  and  ago,." 

Maine's  State  Director,  Hom.er  Vyorcestc'r,.  reported  to  Administrator  Lassetcr 
last  month  that  he  recently  saw  a  very  fine  letter  from,  county  supervisor 
William  Sirois  of  Van  Buren  to  a  retiring  county  committee:iian.    The  super- 
visor's letter  listed  the  work  that  had  been  done  in  the  past  year,  corar- 
plimented  the  committeeman  on  his  part  in  the  work,  and  reminded  him  that 
he  had  been  of  great  help  to  the  supervisor  and  to  the  program,    "I  am 
sure  the  comn.dtteema'n  was  surprised  to  see  the  cases  he  had  participated  in 
during  the  past  year,"  Mr,,  Yiiorcester  told  the  Adirlnistrator*-:-  In  turn,  the 
State  Director  -wrote  the  super-visor  to  comm.cnd  him  for  the  letter  and  for 
the  good  public  relations  work  involved* 
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PRAISE  CPUMT  COMvJTJEE  WORK 

Timely  Texas  Topics  for  Septamber  tn.rns  thn  spotli'^ht  on  county  FHA.  conmittee 
members  as  a  groups    It  says: 

"At  this  time  of  the  year  we  think  nf  the  service  rendered  by  the  County 
Committees  of  the  state j,  because  ne?>r  members  were  anpojntod  to  succeed  those 
retired  by  law  on  June  30.     That  means,  o .about  24-0  men  were  named  to  important 
posts  of  commdttGem.en  to  succeed  the  same  number  vvho  retired  by  operation  of 
law.    The  County  Committeemen's  job  is  largely  one  of  sacrifice  and  public 
service  with  srosU  revrard  for  tiard  vrork  and  a  good  job  well  done.    These  men 
are  leaders  in  their  communities^  selected  because  of  their  ability  and 
knowledge  of  problems  of  the  county.    Administration  of  the  program  is  made 
easier  by  having  counsel  and  advice  of  men  of  the  calibre  of  county  commit- 
teemen who  serve  Farmers  Homo  in  their  respective  counties," 

STATE  AQTm TIE^  BRIEFS 

How  to  increase  farm  family  income  by  an  average  of  $500  per  year  is  a  com- 
munity project  that  civic  and  business  groups  in  Dunklin  county,  Missouri, 
have  been  working  on  for  som.e  weeks*    Each  7veek  the  local  newspapers  and 
radio  stations  select  some  farm  family  that. has  done  what  it  takes  to  in- 
crease its' income.    They  feature  this  family  in  the  week's  "Man  On  The  Farm." 
program,  by  m.eans  of  feature  storj.es  and  broadca.'^ts  of  recordings  made  on  the 
farms.    Several  FHA  borrowers  have  been  among  the  featured  farm  families. 

Letters  calling  attention  to  the' Legion  Tfegazine  article,  ■  "Plow  the  Legion 
Fights  for  the  Fr.rm  Veteran";,  and  providing  Sooth  '^aro^Ana  information  and 
and  cases,  went  from  the  S.  C,  state  FHA  office  to  all  Post  Commanders  in 
the  Legion  and  VFW  and  to  all  neYrspapers,  as  well  as  to  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  m  Congress*    They  also  sent  letters  of  appreciation  to  the 
editor  of  the  magazine  and  to  the  National  Legion  CorarTander. 

Three  Indiana  counties  had  VA  or  Legion  sponsored  meetings  of  farmer-veterans 
during  July,  and  all  tlireo  were  devoted  oxclusively  to  aid  to  veterans  through 
the  FHA  program  ,,.  One  supervisor  appeared  at  a  scries  of  Farm  Bureau 
meetings  and  explained  tJie  FHA  program  to  A50  members 'in  30  days » 

The  Illinois  State  FK:'..  Coranittee  did  much  to  make  FK\  knovm  when  it  met  in 
July,    Members  visited  five  borrowers  in  Jo  Daviess  county,  .  They  had  an 
evening  meeting  with  -the  county  FUii  committee  and  representatives  of  PM, 
PCA,  and  Extension.    At  this  meeting  the  editor  of  the  Galena  Advertiser  and 
'the  secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Coiranerce  reviewed  local  historj^^  and  points 
of  interest  and  heard  the  agricultural  groups  discuss  local  agricultural  • 
matters.    On  the  following  day,  the  State  FH/i  Committee  visited  fc^ur  farms 
in  Carroll  county. 

The  Ohio  FHA '.has  set  up  a  State  Adxdsory  Committee  on  Veterans'  Affairs  con- 
sisting of  five  county  supervisors,  all  of  whom  are  veterans  a  They  hr^we  met 
with  leaders  of  veterans*  groups  and  mth  veterans*  training  supei-visors, 

VJhen  State  Director  Carson  Mettz  kept  his  speaking  engagement  ra  th  the  A.MVETS 
July  meeting  in  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  interest  was  so  high  that  va.ri'"us 
leaders  and  groups  kept  him.  at  the  meeting  two  days  ansv/ering  questions 
about  the  FHA  program  and  aid  to  veterans© 


-  8- 


Five  radio  stations  in  northwestern  Wisconsin  are  using  recordings  made  by 
the  farm  announcer  f or "  MOW^  Madison,    Takinf?  part  in  the  recorded  programs 
T/vere  borrower  families,  the  editor  of  Dairyland  No.wss (member  of  the  state 
FHA.  committee),  a  state  field  representative  and  county  supervisors.,  With 
the  cooperation  of  .Wl^Olf,  plans  are  being  made  for  a  similar  series  of  pro- 
grams for  northeast  Wisconsin, 

The  Alabama  State  Welfare  Board  has  asked  two  members  of  the  State  FIIA.  office 
to  serve  on  a  committee  concerned  with  economic  problems  of  small  farming 
enterprises  as  they  relate  to  the  work  of  the  Boardc 

Georgi.a's  State  Director,  R.  L,  V^nsant,  reports  a  Public  Relations  and 
Informtion  Committee  has  been  set  up  in  the  state  office  to  help  plan  state 
and  county  information  programs,  lead  discussions  before  state  and  county 
em.ployees'  meetings  on  informational  subjects^  gather  m<aterial  for  and 
publish  "Here  and  There",  plan  for  publicity  on  special  events  such  as 
Achievem.ent  Day  and  Annual  Conference,  watch  for  magazine  articles  and  nevis 
stories  and  report  them  each  month  to  the  State  Director,  report  all  public 
relations  activities,  and.  serve  as  a  clearing  house  for  requests  for  speakers 
or  participants  in  laeetings  of  other  agencies  or  groups »  ■ 

Senator  Wherry  inserted  in  Congressional  Record  the  Nebraska  American  Legion 
resolution  headed  "Continue  Farmers  Home  Administration  Veterans'  Aid"^ 

The  Inforrration  Committee  in  the  North  Dakota  state  F?IA  office  holds  a  formal 
meeting  each  months    I.linutes  are  kept  vdth  copies  to  the  committee  members, 
state  director,  and  the  information  staff  in  the  national  off.i.ce»  The 
August  23  meeting  report  showed  70  percent  of  the  county  offices  had  sub- 
mitted inforiTjation  program.s  to  the  committee o      More  have  reported  since 
then*    The  state  office  follov/s  through  v;ith  the  counties  in  line  ?ri. th 
calendared  information  work, 

Natrona  county,  Wy;2E?-IiS5  ^^'^  borrowers  won  many  r^f  the  pri^^es  at  their  county 
fair  held  recently  in  Gasper <,    One  borrower  walked  off  vdth  ten  firsts  in 
the  apiary  division^ 

The  "Farm  Hands  Club"  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  j.s  an  organization  of 
workers  from  all  agricultural  agencies  in  Raleigh,    Membership  also  includes 
business  and  professional  people-  of  the  community  who  have  primary,  interests 
in  agriculture.    State  Director  Jo  B*  Slack  explained  the  purpose  and  use 
of  disaster  loans  before  this  group  in  a  July  m.eeting, 

Mss  Sarah  Rodriguez,  HoroE'.jIVfeinagement  Specialist  in  the  Puerto  Rico  office, 
was  asked  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Advisoi^'-  Commdttee  of  the  Divj.sion  of 
Home  Economics  Education  of  the  I.i^sular  Board  for  Vocational  Education r. 
She  served  as  chairman  of  the  resolutions  committee  at  the  Puerto  Rico 
Home  Economics  Associatio.a,  and  took  part  in  a  meeting  sponsored  by  the 
Puerto  Rico  Nutrition  Committee  and  held  for  Dr©  Akroid,,  Director, 
Nutrition  Section,  PAO« 
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Good  advance  orf^anization  featured  the  Minnesota  State  FHA  Committee's  round- 
robin  visit  to  six  FO  farms  near  Ste  Clcud  in  connection  mth  the  re^-ular 
coiranittee  meeting  August  23  and  2/(.,    CcTinty  Supervisor    Harvey  Boyum  put 
complete  information  on  each  farm  visited  in  the  hands  of  each  committee 
member  before  the  trip  started.      Mimeographed  histories  of  the  families 
showed  inventories  when  loans  were  made  and  inventories  and  net  v;orth  state- 
ments shomng  progress  made.    Each  history  also  showed  how  the  r^ains  were 
brouj?ht  about,  md  what  improved  farm  practices  figured  in  the  advancement. 
State  Director  Leo  Brown  reported  that  this  advance  information  made  the 
farm  visits  mean  much  more  to  the  visitors  than  could  have  been  possible 
without  it, 

Tom  Cooper,  FO  borrower  in  Palm  Beach  county,  Florida,  finds  that  his  com- 
plete farm  record  book  pays  off  in  m.ore  ways  than  one.    He  has  a  neighbor 
operating  a  farm  sindlar  to  his.    Both  employed  the  same  income  tax  consultant 
in  the  preparation  of  income  tax  returns.    Records  available  made  it  easy  on 
the  Cooper  farm,  and  the  total  consultant  cost  was  ^1»50,    The reighbor,  with 
incomplete  records,  had  to  pay  $100. 

Ten  FHA  borrowers  in  Anoka  and  Benton  counties,  Minnesota,  are  getting  a  great 
deal  of  help  un  their  current  farm  plans  from  l^cal  Soil  Conservation  Service 
farm  planners.    County  Supervisors  Ed  Iverson  and  Harvey  Hoyem  are  doing 
much  of  the  organizational  v/ork.    They  are  setting  up  planning  groups  for 
the  borrowers  who  either  own  thoii?  farms  or  have  landlord  cooperation.  The 
supervisors  see  that  adequate  funds  for  soil  conservation  costs  are  included 
in  each  plan.    The  experiencu  gained  is  expected  to  develop  a  pattern  of  closer 
cooperation  between  the  agencies. 


